Annual Cummings* Masonic Papers Competition 
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Sponsored by the Onondaga & Oswego Masonic Districts Historical Societies (OMDHS)
The Closing Date for submissions is 31 December of each year.

Submission method: Your paper should be sent as an email attachment to boazz@twcny.rr.com  by the closing date. The e-mail to which the paper is attached should list your name, Masonic affiliations, email address, postal mail address and telephone number.

Length: 
a. Short Paper: 500 words is the maximum length of a short paper, about one page of typescript which takes about 5 minutes to read aloud.
b. Long Paper: No maximum length for this category. This allows the writer to pull out the stops and provide meaningful details on a subject. 

Category:  Freemasonry is well known for its many branches of interest. The following are some of the more popular topics; please select one that is most appropriate to you paper:

Biographical

Buildings & Temples

Civil War

Community Affairs

Committees

Concordant Orders

Education

Finance

Geometry

Libraries & Museums

Lodge Administration

History

Jurisprudence

Morgan Period

Officer Training

Philosophy

Programs

Ritual

Symbols

Other (Specify)

Format: Please submit your entry in the form of a MSWord document (.doc) or a .pdf file. If you have difficulties in providing your paper in these formats please contact us at the above email address and we will try to arrange a suitable alternative. Please put your name and email address into the header or footer of the page so any confusion is avoided. Should your paper be published, your email address will be removed. We reserve the right to reformat the paper, as appropriate, for purposes of clarity and reference.

Listing of names or dates should be sortable, using last name first. If a middle name is available it should appear; this helps researchers in search of genealogical information. The use of a Table tends to be user friendly for a reader or researcher, for example:

	 LODGE
	 
	 
	 
	DATE OF

	 NUMBER
	LODGE NAME
	TOWN
	COUNTY
	WARRANT

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	Mount Vernon
	Albany
	Albany
	21 Feb 1765

	104
	Hiram
	Bern
	Albany
	25 Feb 1804


Style:  It is not our desire to stifle the creativity of a writer. The paper should not ramble but should be reasonably well organized and lucid. While correct spelling will be appreciated, punctuation will be considered flexible and the judges will accept variation from established norms provided these help the paper to appropriately deliver its message. 
Content:  The content must have Masonic relevance and be of educational value. Beyond this there is no constraint on the subject matter. Controversial material is not unwelcome provided that it is presented in a fair and balanced way. Papers containing material which the judges consider offensive or otherwise unsuitable will be eliminated.

Online publication:  All papers selected by the judges as worthy of publication will be published online by OMDHS thus creating a resource for use by other Freemasons. The winning paper will be selected from the group of published papers. The top paper will receive as a prize a valuable Masonic book. The selected papers will be published online in Adobe Acrobat format (.pdf) and will include the author’s name and affiliation. It will not include any other personal details. By entering the competition you agree to publication of your entry and its further use by other Freemasons and other users of our website.

Originality:  Your paper must be your own original writing. We do understand that you may have drawn upon various works before creating your paper. Appropriate references and attributions must be cited. Material protected by copyright must have proper clearance by the author or publisher.
* The Cummings Masonic Paper Competition is named in honor of two of our District Brothers (not related).

The first is Ill.’. & R.’.W.’. Walter H. Cummings, a Founding Member of OMDHS, whose biography may be seen at:

http://www.syracusemasons.com/Past%20Masters/cummings.pdf
The second is Ill.’. & R.’.W.’. Dr. William Leon Cummings, 33o, whose biography may be seen at:
http://www.omdhs.syracusemasons.com/history.htm (Craft Masonry in Onondaga History, Part III, pages 52-54).
These two Brothers, among others, were prime movers in Masonic Libraries & research in the appointed times. They a gone now, but they set a standard for others to follow; we are glad to have them among our Honored Brothers.
