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No.
Lodge Name
Village

Chartered

Notes





40
Lockport

Lockport

6 Jun 1824
Forfeit, 5 Jun 1835; restored 19 Aug 1839; renumbered No. 73 in 5 Sep 1839; this Lodge No. was reassigned to Olive Branch Lodge of Frankfort, Herkimer Co., NY.
73
Lockport

Lockport

5 Jun 1824
Prev. No. 40; forfeit, 5 Jun 1835; restored 19 Aug 1839; renumbered No. 73 in 5 Sep 1839

73
Charlotteville
Newfane
18 Sep 2007
Lockport Lodge No. 73 is now combined with Ontario Lodge 376 and Newfane Lodge 947 to make up a new exciting Lodge styled Charlotteville Lodge 73, and is located at 2757 Main Street, Newfane, NY 14108. P.O. Box 133. Chartered 18 Sep 2007

97
Renovation
St. Albion

Jun1844

132
Niagara Frontier
Niagara Falls
10 Jun1848
Aka Lewiston Frontier; successor of Niagara No. 345, 7 Jun 1822; ceased work, ca 1828; Charter 'disappeared' and was 'cancelled by GL in 1833; revived as Lewiston Frontier No. 132, 10 Jun 1848; removed from Lewiston to Niagara Falls, 27 Oct 1852; removal and name change granted by GL, 8 Jun 1854. The lost Charter was later found and purchased by PGM Benjamin Flagler in 1886 from a bookstore in Washington, DC

218
Hartland

Johnson’s Creek
10 Jun 1851
surrendered ca 1983

257
Alluvion

Ridgeway

12 Mar 1816

295
Cataract

Middleport
11 Jun 1853

336
Medina

Medina

Jun1854

Orleans County
345
Niagara

Lewiston

7 Jun 1822
ceased work, ca 1828; Charter 'disappeared' and was 'cancelled by GL in 1833; revived as Lewiston Frontier No. 132, 10 Jun 1848; removed from Lewiston to Niagara Falls, 27 Oct 1852; removal and name change granted by GL, 8 Jun 1854. The lost Charter was later found and purchased by PGM Benjamin Flagler in 1886 from a bookstore in Washington, DC

375
Niagara

Lockport

7 Jul 1855
376
Ontario

Wilson/Newfane
Jul 1855
376c
Charity

Barre

 4 Jun 1824
Originally in Genesee County; now Orleans; succeeded by Renovation No. 77, Albion, NY, 11 Jun 1844

377c
Morning Sun
Royalton

4 Jun 1824
also of Middleport
551
Ransomville
Ransomville
8 Jun1865
639
Somerset 
Middleport
1867
646
Red Jacket
Lockport

27 Feb 1867
675
Yates

Lyndonville
20 Jun 1868
713
Social

Kendall

1871

785
Niagara River
Niagara Falls
1883
787
Gasport

Gasport

1883
826
Sutherland
N. Tonawanda
7 Jun 1899
947
Newfane

Newfane

3 May 1917
1049
LaSalle

Niagara Falls
1925
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Niagara County was created from Genesee County in 1808. It was, however, larger than the present Niagara County even though it consisted of only the Town of Cambria. From 1814 to 1817, records of Cattaraugus County were divided between Belmont (the seat of Allegany Count) and Buffalo (then in Niagara County). In 1821, Erie County was created from Niagara County.
In 1821, Genesee County was reduced in size by the splitting off of portions which were combined with portions of Ontario County to create Livingston and Monroe Counties. By this time Genesee County had been reduced considerably in size from its original area of 1802, still containing the present Orleans and Wyoming Counties in addition to its present area. In 1824, Orleans County was created from what was left of Genesee County.

http://www.archive.org/stream/landmarksofniaga00pool/landmarksofniaga00pool_djvu.txt  Chapter XXV. 

FREEMASONRY IN NIAGARA COUNTY.

The ancient order of Free and Accepted Masonry has always been conspicuously represented in Niagara county, where it has an interesting history. Lodges were early established, and were actively maintained until a wave of anti- Masonry swept over the country in 1826, causing a suspension of a large part of the lodges in this State. This phase of the subject has been treated in the early pages of this volume. When this misguided movement died out the old lodges renewed their existence and new ones were organized to meet the demands of increasing population. 

The counties of Niagara and Orleans constitute the 37th Masonic district of the State of New York, its number having been changed in June, 1897, from the 24th. The district deputy is Hervey Sanford, of Wilson, who was appointed in June, 1897. 

Niagara Lodge, No. 345

The first Masonic lodge organized in Niagara county was Niagara Lodge, No. 345, F&AM, which was chartered June 7, A. D. 1822, at Lewiston, the Grand Master of the State at that time being Joseph Enos. The first officers, who were installed August 8th, were William King, WM; Gideon Frisbee, SW; Julius F. Heileman, JW; William Hotchkiss, Treasurer; Oliver Grace, Secretary. Records extant show that this lodge held regular communications up to and including May 10, 1827; after that nothing further appears relating to it. Its masters were: 
John A. Webber, 
chosen 11 Dec 1823; 
Timothy Shaw, 
02 Dec 1824, and probably re-elected in 1825; 
Gustavue N. Pope, 
14 Dec 1826. 

Lewiston Frontier Lodge, No. 132

A meeting of Lewiston Frontier Lodge, No. 132, was held at the Lewiston Hotel in the village of Lewiston on April 5, 1848, after having received a dispensation from the Grand Lodge of the State of New York. It was chartered June 10, 1848, Hon. John D. Willard, of Troy, being Grand Master. Caleb W. Raymond was the first master and James H. Page, secretary. On July 5, 1848, the first officers under the charter were installed, as follows: John T. Beardsley, WM; Ambrose Thomas, SW; Asahel Lyon JW; Wm. Miller. Treas.; James H. Page, Secretary. 
On March 22, 1853, the lodge removed to Niagara Falls, where a communication was held April 20, the officers being John T. Beardsley, WM; Mr. Drew, of Albion, S. W. ; Mr. Lusk(?), J. W. ; G. H. Hackstaff, secretary. The name at this time appears as Frontier Lodge. The name Niagara Frontier Lodge first appears in the minutes July 18, 1854. The lodge now has about 300 members, and the officers for 1897 are James G. Shepard, WM; A. H. G. Hardwicke, SW; D. F. Bentley, JW; C. M. Young, treasurer; Michael Topping, secretary. 

Lockport Lodge No. 73

Lockport Lodge No. 73, F&AM, one of the oldest Masonic lodges in Western New York, was organized under a dispensation from the Grand Lodge of this State at the Niagara Hotel in Lockport, the charter bearing the date of June 5, 1824 and was styled Lockport Lodge No. 40. There were at that time twenty-one members, prominent among who were: 
Harvey W. Campbell, 
Hiram Gardner, 
Orsamus Turner, 
Joel Gould, 
William Buell and 
Eli Bruce. 

The first leading officers were Daniel Washburn, Alfred Barrett, Norman L. Southworth, Joel M. Parks, Stephen M. Potter, L. E. Rounds, Lloyd Smith and L Gould. During the anti- Masonry era in 1826 this organization continued its existence and annually elected officers. On the 4th of September, 1839, when the lodges of the State were renumbered according to their ages by the Grand Lodge, this lodge became No. 73. The officers for 1897 are as follows: John A. McLaughlin, Jr., WM; John N. Pound, SW; Edward Whitting, JW; John McCue, Treasurer; Warner H. McCoy, Secretary; D. R. Bruce, George D. Greenwood, E. W. Bright, trustees. 
LOCKPORT LODGE, NO. 73, LOCKPORT, N. Y.

Warrant: The warrant under which the Lodge is working was issued June 5, 1824.

The first number was 40; it was changed to No. 73 in 1839. 
Minutes: Not intact. Some of the earlier records are missing. 
The officers named in the charter are: 

Daniel Washburn, Master. 

Norman L. Southard, Junior Warden.

Alfred Barrett, Senior Warden. 

The loss of the records and papers connected with the birth of Lockport Lodge renders it impossible to furnish a complete history of its organization; while it is known that a warrant was issued June 5, 1824, it is also a fact that a preliminary movement toward forming a Lodge was made some two years before this time. The following paper clearly proves this statement:

"Lockport, November, 1822.

"Being deeply impressed with the importance of the institution of Freemasonry as a means of cementing and strengthening the bonds of society; by dispensing the bounties of charity in a manner at once liberal and judicious; by enlightening and expanding the understanding; in illustrating, simply and impressively, the rudiments of the arts and sciences, by inculcating most forcibly the moral and sound obligations incumbent on man in the various relations of life—We, the undersigned, promise to pay the sums subscribed, for the purpose of sending a delegate to the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, and to defray such other expenses as may necessarily be incurred in procuring a charter and in establishing a Master's Lodge in the village of Lockport, to be named ' Lockport Lodge.'

"Daniel Washburn, Alfred Barrett, John E. Bond, N. L. Southworth, A. H. Millard, Oliver Culver, John Gilbert, Levi B. Pratt, Jonathan Child.
This preliminary movement was undoubtedly followed by meetings for the purpose of preparing a petition asking for a charter, but the first recorded meeting was not held until 1824, when the Lodge was working under a dispensation. The first complete minutes are dated March 23, 1824, when the Lodge convened at Niagara Hotel, in the lower town. The officers were Harvey W. Campbell, Master; Paul Hawes, Senior Warden; Eli Bruce, Junior Warden; S. M. Patten, Secretary; J, M. Parks, Treasurer. At this meeting one candidate was initiated; the Lodge at this time had thirty-two members.
The first election for officers under the charter took place November 30, 1824, when the following officers were elected:

Harvey W. Campbell, Master. 
Orsamus Turner, Senior Deacon.

Alfred Barrett, Senior Warden. 
Anson Brown, Junior Deacon.

Jared Darrow, Junior Warden. 
Levi Taylor, Steward.

William Vanduser, Treasurer. 
Levi E. Round, Steward.

John Hopkins, Secretary. 

Paul Harves, Tiler. 
Samuel Horn, Chaplain. 

The Lodge continued to meet regularly until the summer of 1827, when the fierce storm of persecution which assailed everything Masonic suddenly terminated the existence of Lockport Lodge. Apparently the blow which fell upon the Lodge was unexpected, for we find that on June 19, 1827, a meeting was held; one candidate was raised, and the record says, "the Lodge closed in peace and harmony."

Only two weeks afterward, at a meeting held July 3. 1827, the record says: "Present Eli Bruce, W. M. p. t.; H. Gardner, S. W. p. t.; J. Darrow, J. W.; and Brothers Bond, Churchill and Father Mckain, opened on Master's degree and proceeded to business,"—here the record stops; what occurred afterward that evening is unknown. The unfinished record is written in a manner to indicate either a desire to disguise the hand or was the result of nervousness or fear on the part of the Secretary; at all events, something occurred to suddenly terminate the meeting, and nothing appears to be known of the Lodge or its doings so far as written evidence is obtainable until December 31, 1831.

Eli Bruce, whose name is so closely associated with the events which brought about the whirlwind of anti-Masonic uproar and excitement which swept over the State in 1826, was an active member of Lockport Lodge, as were also Orsamus Turner and Jared Darrow: these throe were accused of a conspiracy to kidnap and carry away William Morgan. They were jointly placed on trial in the Court of Sessions, Ontario County, August 20, 1828. Turner and Darrow were acquitted, and Bruce was convicted and committed to the jail in Canandaigua.

Concerning these affairs McClenachan's "History of Freemasonry in New York" says:

"After his incarceration, Bruce returned, in 1881, to his home and family in Lockport, contented and happy, as he expressed himself. The brethren of Lockport placed the greatest reliance in the integrity of Sheriff Bruce. Lockport Lodge No. 73, continued its existence amidst all the approbrium of the anti-Masonic period.

"Here Sheriff Eli Bruce, ‘the Masonic martyr,' and his deputy sheriff, H. B. HOPKINS, the 'too willing witness,' had their membership, with Solomon C. Wright, Turner. Darrow. Hougue, and others whose names appear in these pages. For the faith that was in them, the Masonic adherents, affiliated in No. 73, suffered much and cruel persecution. Established June 5, 1823, the Lodge was so popular that in the first two years ninety-two members were initiated, an average of four at each monthly meeting.

"William Morgan was more than once a visitor and assisted in the press of the work."

While in jail Bruce studied medicine, and practised it when he went back to Lockport, where he died September 24, 1832.

For several years following the foregoing events the Lodge met at irregular intervals. It was not until 1839 that affairs in the Lodge resumed normal conditions.

At a meeting on August 20, 1839, word was received from the Grand Secretary that the warrant had been declared forfeited on June 5, 1835, for non-payment of dues. A petition for a revival of the warrant; also that the operations of the Lodge which have been conducted in good faith might be sanctioned, was presented to William Willis, Deputy Grand Master, who granted a dispensation and authorized the Grand Secretary to visit the Lodge, receive the amount of one year's dues, revive the Lodge and heal all irregularities in the work done by the Lodge.

The Grand Secretary convened the Lodge on August 19, 1839; restored the Lodge to good standing in the Grand Lodge, and authorized it to proceed with its work until the next quarterly meeting of the Grand Lodge. On September 5, 1839, the Grand Secretary wrote the Lodge informing the members that the action of the Deputy Grand Master had been confirmed by the Grand Lodge, and that the number of the Lodge had been changed to 73 on the Grand Lodge Register.

The fury of the storm which had so seriously affected the welfare of Lockport Lodge had at this time about spent its force; the good sense and judgment of the people in the western part of the State began to assert itself, and soon Masonry again became popular. The Lodge flourished and has had an uninterrupted existence since its revival in 1839.

The records of the Lodge show frequent favorable responses to the calls for charity. On October 12, 1871, we find the following:
"Resolved, That an order for $100 be drawn on the Treasurer for the relief of the poor and distressed Brothers in Chicago who have lost their all in the great fire, and that the Master be requested to forward the same, at the earliest practicable moment, in the manner in which his judgment may dictate."

On June 24, 1825, the Lodge participated in the celebration of the completion of the famous canal locks on the Erie Canal. Of this event McClenachan says, "In laying the cap stone of the celebrated canal locks at Lockport, No. 73 took the post or honor, as also in the reception in honor of Brother General Lafayette in 1825."

The Lodge celebrated its Sixtieth Anniversary on June 10, 1884; the exercises were held at Masonic Hall. Wor. Andrew R. Ferguson read a historical sketch of the Lodge and an oration was delivered by R.'. W.'. John R. Anderson, of Leroy, NY. In alluding to the wives and families of Masons he said:

"I should be untrue to every principle of Masonry were I to close without saying a word, directly and earnestly to those whom every Mason regards as the highest ornaments of society, the dearest and most cherished objects of every man's regard, and the most holy and precious gift to man; but to whose eyes our mystic circle is and must needs he, an invisible and unapproachable veil. I address you, ladies, in no idle spirit or unmeaning flattery, or the glitter of mere compliment, which would be unworthy of you, and ill fitting the occasion, but in that true spirit of friendship and devotion which Freemasonry teaches us to cherish and maintain for the pure and spotless name of woman, respect for her position and sphere, admiration for her many superlative charms, reverence for those higher, greater and purer of feminine qualities of patient endurance and truth, affection and devotion so exalted and exalting to her nature, and in all of which she so pre-eminently excels man. Indeed, when compared with him, she becomes a peerless star over his grosser nature, and the lustre of her soul is that of the face and the spirit and hand of the angel. Many of you have a pardonable curiosity to know the nature of that employment which is ever calling your husbands and fathers and brothers from their homes, and in which you are shut out and debarred from having any participation, and some of you who are just a little more 'curious,' entertain grave doubts as to whether that occupation which will not admit of your presence can be beneficial or possess a moral tendency. It is to dissipate and dispel those doubts, and modify those anxieties, and the hotter to answer that natural distrust, that occasions like the present are especially devoted. If there are any here to-day who entertain those or similar doubts. I respectfully ask them to carefully consider what I now utter. There arc but two other more sacred and holy associations in which man can be placed than those around the altar of Masonry. The first is at the fireside of his wife and family, the other is around the altar of religion. Know then, ladies, that when taken away from our homes and from you, in the discharge of our Masonic obligations, that we go conscious in the reflection that we are building up by the genial arts of Masonry a wall of living arms, warm and brotherly hearts around our loved ones at home, which will ever be a shelter and a refuge; whose sides of adamant will resist and repel the storm; chastise and conquer as with a gleaning sword every advancement made to sully your purity, or taint or stain by so much as a breath of suspicion woman's priceless jewel, her character. And when sorrow and trouble and disappointments and bereavements throb your hearts with pain, you will find that a safe place has been prepared for you: where the angel that heals broken hearts is warden and friend, and whose hand is the hand of tenderness, and whose watchful eye is as vigilant as the spotless star of night."

Grand Lodge Officers. 

Lorin King, District Deputy Grand Master.

Masters.
1824. Harvey W. Campbell. 

1825. Harvey W. Campbell. 

1826. Harvey W. Campbell. 

1827. Harvey W. Campbell. 

1828. No election. 

1829. No election. 

1830. No election. 

1831. No election. 

1832. Harvey W. Campbell. 

1833. Harvey W. Campbell. 

1834. Harvey W. Campbell. 

1835. Harvey W. Campbell. 

1836. Harvey W. Campbell. 

1837. Harvey W. Campbell. 

1838. Harvey W. Campbell. 

1839. Harvey W. Campbell. 

1840. Harvey W. Campbell. 

1841. Asher Torrance. 

1842. Josiah K. Skinner. 

1843. Asa T. Smith. 

1844. Asher Torrance. 

1845. Asher Torrance. 

1846. Asher Torrance. 

1847. John Henning. 

1848. Asher Torrance. 

1849. Myron L. Burrell. 

1850. Myron L. Burrell. 

1851. Myron L. Burrell. 

1852. George W. Lusk. 

1853. James McKain. 

1854. Hawley E. Houd. 

1855. Asher Torrance. 

1856. William B. Lusk. 

1857. Belloster Bunnell. 

1858. Belloster Bunnell. 

1859. James D. Higgins. 

1860. James D. Higgins. 

1861. Richard B. Hoag. 

1862. Andrew R. Ferguson. 

1863. Warner H. McCoy. 

1864. Andrew R. Ferguson.
1865. Lorin King. 
1866. Lorin King. 
1867. Lorin King. 
1868. Joseph B. Boyce. 
1869. Lorin King. 
1870. Lorin King. 
1871. Andrew R. Ferguson. 
1872. Ephraim Weaver. 
1873. Ephraim Weaver. 
1874. Joseph B. Boyce. 
1875. Joseph B. Boyce. 
1876. Joseph B. Boyce. 
1877. James M. Ford. 
1878. Frank W. Holly. 
1879. Frank W. Holly. 
1880. William Cocker. 
1881. James A. Newton. 
1882. James A. Newton. 
1883. Warner H. McCoy. 
1884. Warner H. McCoy. 
1885. Warner H. McCoy. 
1886. Cassius M. Gardner. 
1887. Cassius M. Gardner. 
1888. Louis Viedt. 
1889. Louis Viedt. 
1890. Louis Viedt. 
1891. Grant J. Gray. 
1892. E. W. Bright. 
1893. George D. Greenwood. 
1894. George D. Greenwood. 
1895. George D. Greenwood. 
1896. Cyrus D. Ormiston. 
1897. John A. McLaughlin, Jr. 
1898. John A. McLaughlin, Jr. 
1899. Edward Whitting. 
1900. Edward Whitting. 
1901. Edward Whitting. 
1902. George G. Watson. 
1903. George G. Watson. 
1904. Harry D. Hosmer. 
Harvey W. Campbell, Lockport, NY, was one of the pioneers of the Lockport, having removed from Rochester to Lockport in 1823. He was one of the earliest merchants, and was identified with all the important enterprises of the day. He was a contractor on the public works in New York and other states, and always enjoyed the confidence of those with whom he had business connections. He also filled several important civil offices. Among them was the office of justice of the peace, which he held for several years, the duties of which he discharged with honor to himself and satisfaction of the public. We may truly say that during his whole life he was iii walk and conversation a shining example of the good man, and consistent and unwavering Mason.
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=mbwheeler&id=I83406
Harvey W. (Capt.) Campbell, b. 23 Apr 1787 in CT, probably Voluntown, New London, CT; d. 6 Sep 1858 in of Lockport, Niagara, NY, son of Archibald Campbell b. 16 Fen 1761 in Voluntown, New London, CT, and Mary "Molly" Wylie b. 20 Apr 1762; m. 21 Oct 1813 Sophia Clark b: 24 SEP 1782 in Windham, CT. 

Children: 

1. Maria Sophia Campbell 
b. 24 Aug 1814 in New York 

2. Amelia "Caroline" Campbell 
b. 20 Jul 1816 in Ohio

http://www.buffaloah.com/surveys/nf/3.pdf 

As early as 1833, Asher Torrance and Governor Washington Hunt decided to create the Lockport and Niagara Falls Railroad (L&NF). Organized in 1834, the line provided a short connection between Niagara Falls and the Erie Canal for visitors to the Falls.53 Workman of Canadian, Scotch and Irish descent finished construction of the rail line in 1837.54 The Lockport line ran through Pekin and the Tuscarora Indian Reservation on its way to the Falls where it terminated at a station on the corner of Falls and Prospect streets. Known as the “strap”, the railroad track consisted of oak mudsills laid lengthwise on the road. The ties rested across them, and upon the ties, there were four-by-six inch oak timbers that had spiked bands or straps of iron. In 1841, the legislature authorized L&NF to increase its capitalization in order to finance an extension to Rochester. The company’s efforts were not successful and, in 1850, the legislature ordered L&NF to sell its property and franchise. A reorganized company, the Rochester, Lockport and Niagara Falls Railroad (RL&NF) formed.55 At that time, the L&NF tracks were abandoned and removed. The new road and other lines running through central and western New York were consolidated to form the New York Central Railroad (NYC RR).
Ames Chapter No. 88, RAM, of Lockport, was organized under a charter issued by Ezra Ames, grand high priest of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of this State, under date of February 6, 1824. There were twenty-three petitioners for the charter. The first officers were as follows: Harvey W. Campbell, HP; Almon H. Miller, K.; Seymour Scovell, S.; Oliver Culver, treasurer; John G. Bond, secretary; Ezekiel Colburn, Captain of Host; Paul Hawes, Tiler. Regular convocations are held in the Masonic Hall, Lockport. The officers of the chapter for 1897 are: Edward Beck, HP; James R. Compton, K.; Myron D. Clapsattle, S.; William Cocker, treasurer; Van Ness Douglass, secretary; Harry H. Moore, Captain of Host; Frank W. Travis, P. S.; J. Adam Koon, R. A. Capt.; William L. Beck, M. 3d Vail; Frank L. Vandeuser, M. 1st Vail; Joseph H. Rainer, organist; Weston N. Osgood, sentinel. 

Genesee Commandery No. 10, Knights Templar, was organized under a letter of dispensation granted November 21, 1825, by Dewitt Clinton, who then held the office of most eminent grand master of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of this State. The letter was granted to Henry Brown and eighteen others, giving them authority to open and hold an encampment in the village of Le Roy with the name, Genesee Commandery. Mr. Brown was appointed the first Grand Commander, and the following were the remaining first officers: Orange Risdon, generalissimo; Frederick Fitch, captain general; Calvin Halbrook, prelate; James Brown, senior warden; Cephas A. Smith, junior warden; James Ganson, treasurer; John Hascall, recorder; James Ballard, standard bearer; Hollis Pratt, warden; Anthony Cooley, sword bearer; Gideon Sniith, sentinel. 
On 16 Dec1825, it was chartered under the name of Genesee Encampment No. 10, and on January 28, 1826, was duly consecrated. Some time during the anti-Masonic crusade the encampment was removed to Batavia, where it remained until 1839; in that year it received proper authority to remove to Lockport. This commandery celebrated its semi-centennial anniversary on 28 Jan 1876, with appropriate and interesting exercises. The officers for 1897 are as follows: Frank E. Smith, eminent commander; William E. Wicker, generalissimo; E.C. Harry H. Moore, captain general; Edward Beck, prelate; J. Adam Koon, senior warden; Myron D. Clapsattle, junior warden; E.C. William Cocker, treasurer; E.C.Van Ness Douglas, recorder; Henry C. HulshofT, standard bearer; Harrison S. Chapman, sword bearer; John H. Craddock, warder; James H. Wilson, third guard ; Frank W. Travis, second guard ; John W. Bickford, first guard; Joseph H. Rainer, organist; Dan Rodenbach, commissary; Weston N. Osgood, sentinel; E.C.Perry Stowell, Harrison S. Chapman, James S. Liddle, trustees. 
RENOVATION LODGE, NO. 97, ALBION, NY. 
WARRANT: The warrant in possession of the Lodge is dated June 11, 1844. 
MINUTES: Intact from April 1, 1844, to date. 
The predecessor of Renovation Lodge, No. 97, was Charity Lodge, No. 376 (Country Lodge), which was organized in 1824 at Barre, Genesee Co. (now Orleans Co.), but was short lived, as the Morgan persecutions soon forced it to cease work. For a time it held meetings in the house of a Mr. (Oliver) BENTON, whose (grand) son, ANDREW J. BENTON, preserved the charter, and when Renovation Lodge was organized became a member, and the old charter is now in possession of the Lodge. 
The petition for Charity Lodge named as officers: JACOB S. FLINT, Master; CHARLES LEE, Senior Warden; JOHN A. BUCKLAND, Junior Warden, and is signed by the following: 
Joseph Hart. 


Jacob S. Flint. 
Curtis Tomlinson. 


Ora Lee. 
Oliver Benton. 


Orange Starr. 
Elisha Smith. 


William Love. 

O. H. Gardener. 


J. K. Brown. 
Calvin Morton. 


Harry Wood. 
Joseph Wheat. 


Charles Lee. 
Calvin Smith. 


Asa Spencer. 
Ransom S. Smith. 


Joshua Raymond. 
Pliny Hitchcock. 


J(ohn). A. Buckland. 
Noah Ingersoll. 


Nathan Whitney. 

P. D. Bigelow. 


http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=raymondhow&id=I4498 

Jacob S. FLINT b. 9 Aug 1790 in Brandon, Rutland, VT; d. aft 1870 in Yates, Orleans, NY, son of Ephraim FLINT b: 25 Jul 1762 in Toland, CT, and Sarah SIMONDS b: 1766 in Sharon, Litchfield, CT; m. 21 Oct 1822 Maranda RAYMOND b: 11 Jun 1798 in NY. 

Children:
1. Eba FLINT 

b. ca 1828 in New York 

2. Permelia FLINT 
b. ca 1830 in New York 

3. Jane FLINT 

b. ca 1835 in New York 

4. Charles FLINT 
b. ca 1838 in New York
http://books.google.com/books?id=8CYVAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA486&lpg=PA486&dq=%22Orange+Starr%22+%22albion%22&source=bl&ots=iOtqZunhiV&sig=YzZh1TgVI7bdcPXohm1LJwpIfWo&hl=en&ei=eTxkS6biJYWa8AaF0YmRAw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=6&ved=0CBQQ6AEwBQ#v=onepage&q=%22Orange%20Starr%22%20%22albion%22&f=false page 486.

Daniel P. Bigelow was born in Brandon, Vt., in 1792, and in 1817 came to Barre. For a time after his arrival he lived in a cabin on lot 28, near Joshua Raymond's tavern, and probably while living there made improvements on the place which he purchased on lot 36, three fourths of a mile from Barre Center. On this he resided till his death, in 1853. It is related of him that he trained one of his oxen for a saddle beast and was accustomed to ride him about the settlement, On one such occasion they came near a puddle of water, and the ox, being thirsty, made a rush for it. On reaching the water he stopped suddenly and his rider pitched over forward into the pool. Mr. Bigelow's wife was Betsey Knight, a native of Vermont. They reared five children. Simeon Bigelow, a brother of Daniel P., was born in Brandon, Vt, in 1803, and in 1828 was married to Charity Childs) who was born in 1808. In 1831 he came to Barre from Vermont on horseback (his family coming by canal) and settled on lot 36, about a mile from Barre Center, on the Oak Orchard road. After a few years he sold that place, but resided in the vicinity till his death, in 1866. His wife died in 1865. His children were: Daniel H., Mary E.( Emma A., and Edwin W.
John A. Buckland was born in Brandon, Vt. In 1818 he came to Barre and located on lot 19, range one, at South Barre, purchasing an article from Mr. Patterson, who had made some improvements, and dying on this place in 1848. They were eighteen days making the journey, coming in a canvas covered wagon drawn by a yoke of oxen. Mr. Buckland was a prominent citizen and for several years was a magistrate of that town. J. Douglass Buckland, the son of John A., was a lifelong resident of Orleans county. He lived in Barre till within a few years of his death when he removed to Albion. He was justly regarded as one of the best citizens of the county. He was twice married, but left no children. He died some eight years since.
Joshua Raymond, a native of Dutchess county, NY, came to Barre with his wife in 1817, and erected and kept the first tavern in town on lot 27 between Barre Center and South Barre. This was a log building and a few years later was superseded by a large house still standing on the site. His daughter Betsey was married to Darius Peck about 1824, which was the first marriage celebrated in town. On one occasion Mr. and Mrs. Peck and another couple walked four miles through the dense woods to a meeting in a log school house near William Love's. They arrived after service, but the addition of four to the congregation was so encouraging that it was decided to hold another meeting.
Orange Starr b. 12 Jan 1768 in Danbury, CT; d. 12 Aug 1853 in Barre, Orleans, NY. His father, Benjamin Starr, died of camp fever in the early days of the Revolutionary War near White Plains, NY. After the death of his father he lived with an inn-keeper in Danbury, whose tavern was the only building saved when the Hessians burned the town. He married Hannah Northrup, of Vermont, and in 1815, with their seven children, they came as far west as Ontario county, NY. Here, their provisions being exhausted, the family for three days subsisted on beech nuts. Mr. Starr came to South Barre in 1816 and located 100 acres on lots 27 and 28, and the next summer he brought his family hither. Among them were his sons Floyd and James, who lived at or near Barre Center until their deaths.
The petition is dated Barre, March 25, 1824. In 1826 the Lodge reported fifty six members on its returns to the Grand Lodge.

A dispensation was granted March 20, 1844. The charter members were: 
Aretas Haskell, 


Elijah W. Wood. 
Aaron Baldwin, 


Eri Wood, 
Henry Adams, 


David Jones 
Jutson Donns, 


James Benjamin. 
Elijah W. Wood was born in Pelham, MA, 22 Apr 1782. He removed to the town of Murray at an early day, where for many years he served as Constable and Justice of the Peace, and during one term of five years, he was Judge in the Old Court of Common Pleas of Orleans County. He was a shrewd and successful pettifogger in justices' courts, where he made up in wit and natural sagacity any lack he may have suffered in legal attainments. He died in Murray at the age of eighty years.

The officers named were ARETAS HASKELL, Master: ELIJAH W. WOOD, Senior Warden; AARON BALDWIN, Junior Warden. These were installed August 12, 1844, as will be noted by the following report, which in its mixing of Masonic matters is peculiar: 
"To the Worshipful Brother James Herring, Grand Secretary of Masons in the State of New York, — By virtue of an authority issued 
from the Grand Lodge of this State authorizing the undersigned to install the Officers of Renovation Lodge No. 97 in the Town of Murray and County of Orleans in this State, given under the hand and seal of Alex'r W. Robertson Esq. Grand Master at the City of New York on the 20th of June A. L. 5844, I Joseph Dixon (a Knight Templar) did on the 12th day of August inst. summon together the following Royal Arch Masons viz. — John Whitney, William W. Ruggles, Isaac Knapp, B. F. Towner, Joshua Field, Calvin Church, Newman Spicer, Jarvis Martin, Lyman Warren, Samuel Ruggles, Isaac Ford, Jutson Donns and D. S. Culver and with their assistance did install: 
Aretas Haskell, Master; Elijah W. Wood, Senior Warden; Aaron Baldwin, Junior Warden; of the said Lodge, as named in said warrant, into their respective offices, and did constitute the said Lodge according to the ancient usages of Masonry in such cases established, and in obedience to orders this report. 
"Given under my hand at Medina, County of Orleans this 20th day of August A. L. 5844."









"JOSEPH DIXON, Dep G'd Master." 

The Lodge remained at Murray but a short time, as on March 3, 1846, an application was presented to the Grand Lodge requesting permission to remove the Lodge to Medina in the Town of Ridgeway. This request was referred to the Grand Officers with power, and they did not favor the change. Subsequently another communication was presented to the Grand Lodge urging the removal of the Lodge, together with a petition to organize a new Lodge at Medina. Both papers were referred to the Committee on Warrants, and on June 4, 1846, the following report of the Committee was adopted: 
"Your Committee find before them a petition from sundry individuals of Medina, Orleans Co., whom your Committee suppose to be Masons, petitioning for a Dispensation to form a Lodge. The petition is accompanied by no recommendation, but instead thereof the paper is accompanied by a petition from Renovation Lodge No. 97, in the same County, praying for liberty to remove their Lodge to Medina, a course of procedure on the part of the two bodies totally inexplicable to your Committee. 
"Your Committee can come to no better conclusion than to recommend that the whole matter be placed in the hands of the Grand Secretary, for him to take such course as may be expedient in order that the true state of the case may be placed before the Grand Master, who is fully empowered to act in the premises by the prerogative of his station."

The report was adopted and the Lodge was permitted to change its location. 
The first meeting in Medina was held August 31, 1846. It remained there until 1849, when it moved to Albion, holding its first meeting here on May 7, 1849. The Lodge became incorporated under the laws of the State of New York May 21, 1891. 

MEN in PUBLIC LIFE.
William C. Ramsdale, County Judge. 
Dean F. Currie, American Consul. Yarmouth. 
Henry V. Wilson, Assemblyman. 
George M. Pullman, Founder Pullman Palace Car Co. 
K. Kirke Hart, Congressman. 
John G. Sawyer, Congressman, County Judge. 
Isaac S. Signor, County Judge. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Pullman 
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George Mortimer Pullman (March 3, 1831 – October 19, 1897) was an American inventor and industrialist. He is known as the inventor of the Pullman sleeping car, and for violently suppressing striking workers in the company town he created, Pullman, Chicago. Born in Brocton, New York, his family moved to Albion, New York. It was here that the young George gained many of his ideas that made him successful. Pullman also manufactured coffins during this time. Pullman dropped out of school at age 14, and eventually became one of Chicago's most influential and controversial figures. He arrived in Chicago as that city prepared to build the nation's first comprehensive system.

Built on a low-lying bog, Chicago streets were where they say the mud was deep enough to drown a horse. Unable to drain sewage by placing the sewers below grade, Chicago put its sewers on top of the street and covered them, effectively raising the street level 6-8 feet. Pullman was one of the engineers that undertook the task of raising Chicago’s brick buildings to the new grade, and of building new foundations under them (a technique his father used to move homes during the widening of the Erie Canal) and Pullman’s reputation was greatly enhanced when the Ely, Smith & Pullman partnership raised the massive Tremont House, a six-[image: image7.jpg]


story brick hotel that stood on an acre (4,000 m²) of ground, with the guests still in it. 

Prairie Avenue Pullman residence >
Between 1859 and 1863, he spent time as a gold broker near Golden, Colorado where he raised money and met a future business associate, Hanniball Kimball.

He then developed a railroad sleeping car, the Pullman sleeper, or "palace car." These were designed after the packet boats that traveled the Erie Canal of his youth in Albion. The first one was finished in 1864. By arranging to have the body of President Abraham Lincoln carried from Washington, D.C. to Springfield on a sleeper, he received national attention and the orders began to pour in. The sleeping cars proved successful despite the fact that the sleeper cost more than five times the price of a regular railway car.


Pullman's Palace Cars, marketed as "luxury for the middle class."
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In 1867 introduced his first hotel on wheels, the President, a sleeper with an attached kitchen and dining car. The food rivaled the best restaurants of the day and the service was impeccable. A year later in 1868, he launched the Delmonico, the world's first sleeping car devoted to fine cuisine. The Delmonico menu was prepared by chefs from New York's famed Delmonico's Restaurant. Both the President and the Delmonico and subsequent Pullman sleeping cars offered first-rate service which was provided by recently-freed former house slaves who served as porters, waiters, chambermaids, entertainers, and valets all rolled into one person.

Pullman believed that if his sleeper cars were to be successful, he needed to provide a wide variety of services to travelers: collecting tickets, selling berths, dispatching wires, fetching sandwiches, mending torn trousers, converting day coaches into sleepers, etc. Pullman believed that the former house slaves of the plantation south had the right combination of training and acquiescence to serve the businessmen that would patronize his "Palace Cars." Pullman became the biggest single employer of African Americans in post-Civil War America.

In 1869 Pullman bought out the Detroit Car and Manufacturing Company. He bought the patents and business of his eastern competitor, the Central Transportation Company in 1870. In the spring of 1871, George Pullman, Andrew Carnegie, and others bailed out the financially troubled Union Pacific and were placed onto its board of directors. By 1875 the Pullman firm owned $100,000 worth of patents, had 700 cars in operation, and had several hundred thousand dollars in the bank.

< George Pullman as Young Man
In 1867 Pullman married Harriet Sanger and built a house in Chicago. They had four children: Florence born in 1847, and twin sons George Jr. and Walter Sanger in 1875. Florence, her father's favorite, was his frequent traveling companion. The Pullman family was socially prominent. Pullman spent time with his Prairie Avenue neighbors, the Armours, the Fields and other wealthy Chicagoans at exclusive clubs and lavish social events.

Pullman company town - In 1880 Pullman bought 4000 acres (16 km²) near Lake Calumet some 14 miles south of Chicago on the Illinois Central Railroad for $800,000.He hired Solon Spencer Beman to design his new plant there, and in an effort to solve the issue of labor unrest and poverty, he also built a town adjacent to his factory with its own housing, shopping areas, churches, theaters, parks, hotel and library for his employees. The 1300 original structures were entirely designed by Beman. The centerpiece of the complex was the Administration Building and its man-made lake. The Hotel Florence, named for Pullman's favorite daughter, was built nearby. (see Pullman, Chicago).

Pullman believed that the country air and fine facilities without agitators, saloons and city vice districts would result in a happy, loyal workforce. The model planned community became a leading attraction during the World's Columbian Exposition of 1893 and caused a national sensation. Pullman was praised by the national press for his benevolence and vision. As pleasant as the community may have been, Pullman expected the town to make money. By 1892 the community, profitable in its own right, was valued at over $5 Million.

Pullman ruled the town like a feudal baron. He prohibited independent newspapers, public speeches, town meetings or open discussion. His inspectors regularly entered homes to inspect for cleanliness and could terminate leases on ten days notice. The church stood empty since no approved denomination would pay rent and no other congregation was allowed. Private charitable organizations were prohibited. Pullman employees once declared:

We are born in a Pullman house, fed from the Pullman shops, taught in the Pullman school, catechized in the Pullman Church, and when we die we shall go to the Pullman Hell.

—Pullman employees living in the Pullman-owned town

Pullman strike
When business fell off in 1894, Pullman cut jobs, wages and working hours, but not rents or prices in his town. His failure to lower rents, utility charges and products led his workers to launch the Pullman Strike, a violent upheaval which was eventually broken up by federal troops sent in over the objections of Illinois Governor John P. Altgeld, by President Grover Cleveland. A national commission formed to study causes of the 1894 strike found Pullman's paternalism partly to blame and Pullman's company town to be "un-American." In 1898, the Supreme Court of Illinois forced the Pullman Company to divest ownership in the town, which was annexed to Chicago. Loathing for Pullman remained, and when he died in 1897, he was buried in Graceland Cemetery at night in a lead-lined coffin within an elaborately reinforced steel-and-concrete vault. 

GRAND LODGE OFFICERS.
Albert S. Warner, D. D. Grand Master.



William C. Ramsdale, D. D. Grand Master. 
George W. Barrel!, D. D. Grand Master.



Warner Thompson, D. D. Grand Master. 
Charles D. Ross. D. D. Grand Master. 

MASTERS.
1844. Aretas Haskell. 
1843. Aretas Haskell. 
1840. Elijah W. Wood. 
1847. Elijah W. Wood. 
1848. Elijah W. Wood. 
1849. Silas Knapp. 
1850. Elijah W. Wood. 
1851. Elijah W. Wood. 
1852. William H. Drew. 
1853. William H. Drew. 
1854. Elijah W. Wood. 
1855. Andrew J. Weeks. 
1856. Elias S. Reach. 
1857. Elias S. Beach. 
1858. Edwin R. Tanner. 
1859. George Mather. 
1860. George Mather. 
1861. George Mather. 
1862. George Mather. 
1863. George Mather. 
1864. Orlando Hardy. 
1865. Willard H. Storms. 
1866. Geo. W. Barrell. 
1867. Thomas Bell. 
1868. George Mather. 
1869. Thomas Bell. 
1870. Thomas Bell. 
1871. Thomas Bell. 
1872. George Mather. 
1873. George Mather. 
1875. Samuel H. Taylor. 
1876. George W. Barrell. 
1877. George W. Barrell. 
1878. George W. Barrell. 
1879. George W. Barrell. 
1880. Albert S. Warner. 
1881. Albert S. Warner. 
1882. Alexander Hays. 
1883. Alexander Hays. 
1884. Alexander Hays. 
1885. Samuel R. Cochrane
1886. Charles D. Ross. 
1887. Charles D. Ross. 
1888. Charles D. Ross. 
1889. Charles D. Ross. 
1890. Gurdon W. Fitch. 
1891. Gurdon W. Fitch. 
1892. Gurdon W. Fitch. 
1893. W. Crawford Ramsdale
1894. W. Crawford Ramsdale
1895. W. Crawford Ramsdale
1896. Lyman S. Linson. 
1897. Byron V. Botsford. 
1898. Byron V. Botsford. 
1899. Byron V. Botsford. 
1900. Byron V. Botsford. 
1901. W. C. Ramsdale. 
1902. Warner Thompson. 
1903. Warner Thompson. 
1904. Warner Thompson. 
1905. Jacob Landauer.
http://74.125.113.132/search?q=cache:NcOApILlJ0oJ:thedailynewsonline.com/articles/2009/12/18/news/6246636.txt+%22charity+lodge+376%22&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us 
Albion Masons build on tradition while looking to the future - by Virginia Kropf - Friday, December 4, 2009 11:11 a.m.
ALBION -- Members of the Grand Lodge of the state of New York and several local Masonic lodges visited Albion Tuesday night to join with Renovation Lodge No. 97 in the dedication of its new home. The block building on Platt Street, which had housed several Albion newspapers for decades, is only the third official home in nearly 200 years for Renovation Lodge, said Master Michael Gillette. 

Renovating the building was a labor of love, said lodge historian Don Stirk. "We had a lot of work to do here," he said.
The lodge had met for many years on the third floor of a building on East Bank Street. But, in recent years, it became evident the stairs were a problem for the aging membership. The Platt Street building was purchased about two years ago, and $100,000 was spent in renovating it into lodge rooms with a dining and kitchen area.
Masonic dignitaries from Grand Lodge of the state of New York who attended the dedication included M.’. W.’. Edward R. Trosin, Past Grand Master; Bruce Renner, Senior Grand Warden; Robert Findley, Grand Marshall; Robert Glace, Senior Grand Deacon; and Paul Barrera Jr., Grand Standard Bearer. Also in attendance were Timothy McGee of Albion, a member of Albion and Medina Lodges and District Deputy Grand Master; Charles McDonald of Waterport, a member of Medina lodge and Grand Sword Bearer; Jim Sullivan of Lockport, Past Senior Grand Warden; and John Krupp of Lockport, Past District Deputy Grand Master.
Renovation's historian Donald Stirk gave a brief history of the lodge and described several historic aprons which hang on the wall. One which belonged to Oliver Benton, a town of Barre farmer, was given to Renovation Lodge by Benton's son, Andrew. Oliver's great-great-grandson was an uncle of Stirk's, he said. The apron is one of the oldest in the area, and was worn by Andrew, a United States Treasury agent, at George Washington's re-burial at Mount Vernon, after his body had been exhumed 100 years after his death.
http://www.usgennet.org/usa/ny/state/orl/ch15/bios5.html 

Oliver Benton was born in Ashfield, MA, 10 Apr 1791. He came to Barre to reside in 1812. He married Elvira Starr, 15 May 1817. Mr. Benton took up a large tract of land two miles south of Albion, on which he resided. After the town of Barre was organized, and about 1818 or '19 the first post office in the town was established and called Barre, and Mr. Benton was appointed postmaster, an office he held many years. For many years he was a noted tavern keeper on the Oak Orchard Road, and as he had a large and commodious house for the times, town meetings, balls and gatherings of the people were held at his house. On the death of William Lewis, who was the first Sheriff, Mr. Benton was elected sheriff of Orleans County, Nov 1825, and held the office three years. He died 12 Feb 1848..
Renovation Lodge was preceded by Charity Lodge 376, which formed in 1824 and met at Oliver Benton's home at the corner of Route 31A and 98, just prior to and during the famed Capt. William Morgan episode. The lodge lasted only three years, and in 1938, Benton's apron and the membership list of Charity Lodge were donated to Renovation Lodge by Oliver's grandson George Benton.
Renovation Lodge was chartered in 1844, and meetings for the first few years took place throughout the county. They met in Albion for nearly two years, in Medina for two and a half years, then back to Albion for six months, in Eagle Harbor for six months, and finally back to Albion in August 1850.
Stirk, who has been a member of the lodge since 1978, explained the goals and values of a Mason.
"We are selective of what we do for fundraising," he said, describing the first venture selling hotdogs at the Strawberry Festival in Albion. "This led to a vendor booth, which we take to festivals all summer. We do benefits for organizations who have a positive effect on the community, especially youth sports programs. We want youth to see how we act and hope it will influence them down the road."
Renner presided at the dedication ceremony, in which he displayed three symbolic goblets -- one with wine, used by ancient brethren in the dedication of their lodge buildings; the second, corn, an emblem of nourishment; and oil, signifying joy. He said Masons need to build on spiritual life, and told members they have an opportunity to place a new footstep in their community.
"The history of this lodge lives on and encapsulated in this room, but you need to think about the future," he said. He urged Masons to think outside the box and to remember the real strength of Free Masonry is with the local lodges.
NIAGARA FRONTIER LODGE, NO. 132, NIAGARA FALLS, NY. 

Warrant: The warrant in possession of the Lodge is dated June 10, 1848.

The number has never been changed; the first name was Lewiston Frontier; it received its present name June 8, 1854.

Minutes: Intact.

Niagara Frontier Lodge is the successor of Niagara Lodge. No. 345, which was warranted June 7, 1822, and was the first Masonic Lodge organized in Niagara County. It was fairly prosperous until 1828 when, in common with many other Lodges, it was swept out of existence by the fierce storm of persecution which for a time held undisputed sway in the western part of the State of New York.

The first officers of this Lodge were:

William King, Master.

Gideon Frisbee, Senior Warden.

Julius F. Heil. Junior Warden.
It was located at Lewiston and from the time it ceased to work until the organization of Lewiston Frontier Lodge but little was known to the general public concerning Masonic affairs in that section, still the members of the old Lodge quietly discussed the matter and as masons from other localities settled in the village the question of reviving the old Lodge or organizing a new one was considered until during the winter of 1847-48 the project assumed definite shape.

At a meeting held January 21, 1848, the following petition asking for a dispensation was prepared and signed:
"To the Grand Lodge of the State of New York. The undersigned residents of the County of Niagara, in the State of New York, beg leave to petition to your Ancient and Honorable Body and represent that the undersigned are regular master masons and at present are, or have been, members of regular Lodges, we having the prosperity of the fraternity at heart are willing to exert our best endeavors to promote and diffuse the true principles of masonry, that for the convenience of their respective dwellings they have agreed to form a Lodge at Lewiston called the Lewiston Frontier Lodge. No. —, and do recommend Caleb W. Raymond to be Master, Samuel Chubbuck to be Senior Warden and Christopher H. Smith to be Junior Warden, that in consequence of this resolution we pray for a warrant or dispensation of constitution to empower us to assemble as a regular Lodge on the Wednesday next preceding the full of the moon of every month and then to discharge the duties of masons in a regular and constitutional manner according to the original forms of the order and the laws of the Grand Lodge, that the prayer of your petitioners being granted we promise a strict conformity to all the regulations and rules of the Grand Lodge.

Lewiston, January 21, 1848.
Seymour Scovell. 

John Hull. 

C. H. Smith. 

Asahel Lyon. 


John T. Beardsley. 

Oliver Grace.
John Morrison. 


Chas. Bennett. 

John Ladd. 

William Miller. 


P. Whitney. 

Samuel Chubbuck.
James Smith. 


Hew Cowen. 

A. B. Jacobs.
Caleb W. Raymond. 

D. W. Fanning. 

A. Buck.
The petition has the following endorsements:

"At a regular meeting of Lockport Lodge. No. 73. convened at Masonic Hall in the village of Lockport on the 15th day of February. A. L. 5848, the petition of Brothers Seymour Scovell and others to the M.'. W.'. Grand Lodge of the State of New York for a charter for the formation of a Lodge in the village of Lewiston in the county of Niagara under the name and title of Lewiston Frontier Lodge, No. —, was presented by Bro. Asher Torrance, on whose motion it was unanimously,

"Resolved, That this Lodge do recommend to the M.'. W.'. Grand Lodge that the prayer of said petitioners he granted."

In testimony whereof I have hereunto affixed the seal of our 
Seal. 

said Lodge and subscribed my name officially,

William H. Drew, Secretary.
"We the Wardens of Lockport Lodge, No. 73 (the office of Master being vacant), do recommend to the M.'. W.'. Grand Lodge of the State of New York that the prayer of the within petitioners he granted.

B. H. Fletcher, S. W.

A. H. Eastman, J. W."

"I vouch for all the within petitioners as being Master Masons in good standing.

A. TORRANCE, P. M.,

Lockport Lodge, No. 73."
A dispensation was issued by M.'. W.'. John D. Willard at the City of Troy, N. Y., March 29, 1848.

The Lodge was constituted July 5, 1848, by Bro. A. Torrance, Past Master of Lockport Lodge, No. 73. The following is his report of this event:

"To the R't Worshipful R. R. Boyd, Grand Secretary. " 
Dear Sir:
"In compliance with a dispensation from the R't Worshipful Oscar Coles, Deputy Grand Master of Masons in the State of New York. I have this day, assisted by a sufficient number of Brethren, constituted Lewiston Frontier Lodge, No. 132, and installed the officers in their respective offices in form.

"Given under my hand this fifth day of July, A. L. 5848.

A. Torrance, P. M., Lockport Lodge, No. 73."
The warrant granted on July 10, 1848, names as officers:

John T. Beardsley, Master. 
Ambrose Thomas, Senior Warden. 
Asahel Lyon, Junior Warden. 

The first meeting under dispensation was held April 5, 1848, and at this time the following appointments were made:

Seymour Scovell. Treasurer. 
James H. Paige, Secretary. 
John Hull, Senior Deacon. 
John Ladd, Junior Deacon. 
John Morrison, Tiler. 

Two more meetings were held in April, the second on the 12th and the third on the 19th; at the fourth meeting, held May 10th, the first applications for degrees were received, and on May 24th two candidates were initiated. This was the first work done by the Lodge.

On June 1st, By-laws were adopted and on motion it was

"Resolved, That three persons be selected by the Lodge to recommend to the Grand Lodge the first officers of the Lodge, and on ballot and motion John T. Beardsley was elected to be recommended as Master, Ambrose Thomas, Senior Warden, and Asahel Lyon, Junior Warden."
When first organized the Lodge met at the Lewiston Hotel in the village of Lewiston, where it remained until March 23, 1853, when a resolution was adopted to remove the Lodge to Niagara Falls. The first meeting held at the Falls was on April 20, 1853.

This change in location was not officially approved by the Grand Lodge until June 8th, 1854, when the Committee on Warrants made the following report, which was adopted:

"In relation to the application for the removal of Lewiston Frontier Lodge, No. 132, from Lewiston to Niagara Falls, they recommend that the same is hereby sanctioned by this Grand Lodge, and that its name he changed to Niagara Frontier Lodge, No. 132."
The first meeting place at the Falls was in the Devoe Block, corner of Main and Thomas Streets, remaining here until 1862, when it moved to the Porter Block, where it remained until 1894, when it again moved, this time to its present quarters in the Gluck Building.

Recently the Lodge purchased property on the corner of Fourth, Walnut and Main Streets, where it is erecting a building for its own use.

The Lodge was represented at the laying of the corner-stone of the Home at Utica, May 21, 1891, and at the dedication of same October 5, 1892. It also participated at the laying of the corner-stone of the U. S. Government Building at Niagara Falls, May 24, 1906.

The fiftieth anniversary of the Lodge was celebrated April 6, 1898. On this occasion an address was delivered by M.’ . W.'. Benjamin Flagler.

In his address, speaking of the Lodge, he said:
"Its influence in this community has been for its good and the high and noble objects of our institution have been kept in view. The labors of the Lodge room have not been the bounds of the sphere of duty. The brethren have been found beside the bed of suffering and the pillow of the dying, in the cheerless abodes of want and around the open grave, and while we may not always have done well and wisely all we should have done, still I may safely say that something has been done towards making men good citizens, good fathers, brothers and husbands, and much to alleviate the wants of the poor and distressed, the widows and the fatherless. We should keep in grateful remembrance the brethren who throughout the storm of anti-masonry, in the face of all the misrepresentations and persecutions, maintained their faith, and who, notwithstanding the obstacles to be surmounted, again organized a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons and re-lighted the fires of Masonic zeal and labor. At that time they were all past the meridian of life and have since passed over the ' dark river,' where let us hope they were found to be ' living stones fitly prepared for that spiritual building, the house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.'

"The influence of their example should not be lost upon us, and now as we are entering on a new era in the history of our Lodge, let us emulate their good works and show to the world, in our enlarged capabilities, that we are not degenerate sons of worthy sires."

At the time Niagara Lodge No. 345 went down owing to the Morgan persecution the warrant strangely disappeared and was missing until 1879, when it was exhibited as a curiosity and offered for sale in Washington, D. C. This venerable document was purchased by M.'. W.'. Benjamin Flagler and presented to the Lodge, where it is carefully preserved.

M.'. W.'. Benjamin Flagler, who for many years was an active member of the Lodge, was born at Lockport, NY, December 10, 1833. He became a member of the Lodge September 7, 1864, and was its Master 1868-69-70-73 and 74 : District Deputy Grand Master of the 24th District, 1874-75 and 76; Junior Grand Warden, 1877-78; Senior Grand Warden, 1879-80 ; Deputy Grand Master, 1881, and Grand Master, 1882.

In May, 1861, he enlisted in the Twenty-eighth Regiment, N. Y. Volunteers, in which he attained the rank of Captain. Subsequently he served as Acting Assistant Adjutant-General of the First Brigade, First Division of the First Army Corps.

In June, 1862, he was wounded in action, which necessitated his honorable discharge from the army in the following October. For many years he was Collector of Customs at Niagara Falls. He died in New York City, October 30, 1900.

Men In Public Life.
D. Phillips, Mayor. 



William Pool, Assemblyman.

George W. Wright, Mayor. 


John Leggett, Assemblyman.

M. B. Butler, Mayor. 


N. L. Benham, Supt. of Education.

O. W. Cutler, Mayor. 


R. A. Taylor, Supt. of Education.

Arthur Schoellkopf, Mayor. 


W. B. Rice, Postmaster.

Arthur C. Hastings, Mayor. 


Benjamin Rhodes, Postmaster. 
Benjamin Flagler, U. S. Customs Collector.
E. M. Clark, Postmaster. 

F. H. Salt, Postmaster.

Grand Lodge Officers.
Benjamin Flagler, Grand Master. 

Lester R. Baldwin, District Deputy Grand Master.
Walter Jones, District Deputy Grand Master.
Alan H. G. Hardwicke, District Deputy Grand Master.

Masters.
1848. John Beardsley. 

1849. John Beardsley. 

1850. John Beardsley. 

1851. Asahel Lyon. 

1852. John Beardsley. 

1853. John Beardsley.

1854. Parkhurst Whitney.

1855. Francis H. Johnson.

1856. Ambrose Thomas.

1857. Hazard H. Sheldon.

1858. Hazard H. Sheldon. 

1859. Samuel L. White. 

1860. Samuel L. White. 

1861. Joseph W. Holmes. 

1862. Joseph W. Holmes. 

1863. Francis H. Johnson. 

1864. Francis H. Johnson. 

1865. James McFeggan. 

1806. James McFeggan. 

1867. James McFeggan. 

1868. Benjamin Flagler. 

1869. Benjamin Flagler. 

1870. Benjamin Flagler. 

1871. James B. King. 

1872. James B. King. 

1873. Benjamin Flagler. 

1874. Benjamin Flagler. 

1875. William P. Mentz. 

1876. Frederick Luppie. 

1877. Frederick Luppie. 

1878. Frederick Luppie. 

1879. George W. Wright. 

1880. George W. Wright. 

1881. George W. Wright. 

1882. Joseph V. Carr. 

1883. Joseph V. Carr.

1884. Joseph V. Carr.

1885. George Barker.

1886. George Barker.

1887. George Barker.

1888. William Tugby.

1889. William A. Philpott, Jr.

1890. Walter Jones.

1891. Walter Jones.

1892. Walter Jones.

1893. Edward E. Philpott.

1894. Edward E. Philpott.

1895. N. L. Benham.

1896. N. L. Benham.

1897. James G. Shepard.

1898. Alan H. G. Hardwicke.

1899. Delevan F. Bentley.

1900. Frank H. Zeiger.

1901. Amasa A. Oatman.

1902. Amasa A. Oatman.

1903. George M. Tuttle.

1904. Noel B. Chamberlain.

1905. George B. Clark.

1906. George B. Clark.

1907. George R. Shepard.

Hartland Lodge No. 218

Hartland Lodge No. 218, F&AM, was the second Master Mason's lodge organized in the county. It was instituted at Hartland Corners in 1825, but soon succumbed to the wave of anti-Masonry, and the master's gavel was not heard again until 1850, when labor was resumed at Johnson's Creek, where it has since held regular communications. The charter officers in 1850 were B. K. Cornell, WM; Robert Dixon, SW; Richard Weaver, JW. The officers for 1897 are F. A. Featherstone, WM; J. E. Van Ortwick, SW; A. M. Armstrong, JW; Frederick R. Hays, Secretary; Jay S. Rowe, Treasurer. 

Cataract Lodge No. 295, F&AM, of Middleport, was organized June 11, 1853, with Charles Craig, WM; Avery S. Delano, SW; William S. Fenn, JW; in October twenty-two members appear on the roll. There are now about eighty members, and the officers for 1897 are Truman Jennings, WM; Charles W. Laskey, SW; George W. Thompson, JW; Edward J. Tuttle, treasurer ; Amos A. Castle, secretary. 

Niagara Lodge No. 375, F&AM, of Lockport, was organized January 27, 1855, and chartered by the Grand Lodge of the State July 7, 1855. The original members were: 
Myron L. Burrell, 
Elisha D. Shuler, 
Ira S. Howe, 
J. B. Chase, 
Charles J. Fox, 
George W. Gould, 
Nicholas S. Ringueberg, 
Jacob Ringueberg and 
W. W. Douglas. 
The first officers were Myron L Burrell, WM; Elisha D. Shuler, S.W.; Ira S. Howe, JW; Nicholas S. Ringueberg, treasurer; W. W. Douglas, secretary; George W. Gould, senior deacon; Jacob Ringueberg, junior deacon; Beloste Bunnell, tiler. Regular communications are held twice in every month at Masonic Hall. The officers for 1897 are as follows: J. Franklin Gill, WM; William L. Beck, SW; William H. Killborne, JW; Myron D. Clapsattle, treasurer; Van Ness Douglas, secretary; Emmet Belknap, SD; Anderson Crowforth, JD; Hugo P. Lindsey, SMC; A. Raphael Beck, JMC; Rev. G. S. Burroughs, chaplain; Joseph H. Rainer, organist; Weston N. Osgood, tiler; H. K. Wicker, Charles N. Palmer, W. J. Jackman, trustees. 

Ontario Lodge No. 376, F&AM, of Wilson, was organized and chartered July 8, 1855, with seven charter members. The first officers were George L. Moote, WM; R. I. McChesney, SW; Thomas Lyons, JW. Their first meetings were held in the second story of the brick building on the northwest corner of Young and Catharine streets. An uninterrupted prosperity enabled them in April, 1866, to purchase this building, which they remodeled, fitting up convenient rooms for their accommodation. The lodge now has about fifty members, and its officers for 1897 are Charles N. Markle, WM; S. A. Miller, SW; W. L. Draper, JW; Elmer E. Gifford, secretary; M. L. Campbell, treasurer. Hervey Sanford, a member and Past Master of this lodge, was appointed district deputy of the 37th Masonic District in June, 1897, by the Grand Lodge of the State. 

Bruce Council No. 15, R&SM, of Lockport, was organized in December, 1859, and chartered June 5, i860, with nine charter members. The first officers were Charles H. Piatt, thrice illustrious master; Charles Craig, deputy master; Daniel A. Knapp, principal conductor work; Elisha D. Shuler, treasurer; W. W. Douglas, recorder; William Gould, captain of guard; Richard S. Hoag, conductor; J. R. Edwards, steward; P. Murphy, sentinel. Regular assemblies are held at Masonic Hall. The following are the names of the officers for 1897: Edward J. Taylor, thrice illustrious master; W. J. Jackman, deputy master; C. N. Palmer, principal conductor work; Myron D. Clapsattle, treasurer; Van Ness Douglas, recorder; Harry H. Moore, captain of guard; Cyrus D. Ormiston, conductor of council; J. Pierce Bishop, steward; William Cocker, chaplain; John H. Craddock, marshal; Charles N. Palmer, physician; Joseph H. Rainer, organist; Weston N.Osgood, sentinel. 

Ransomville Lodge No. 551, F&AM, was chartered June 8, 1865, with thirteen members, the first Master being T. D. Miller. The lodge has about seventy- five members, and meets on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month, in Ransomville. The officers for 1897 are as follows; James M. Foster, WM; Stephen H. Morriss, SW; William R. Leggett, JW; Lawrence Harwick, treasurer; R. D. Richardson, secretary; Wilber T. Pool, chaplain; W. A. Curtiss, marshal; Isaac B. Henry, SD; James S. Townsend, JD; William Richardson, SS; Emmett Cornell, JS; S. H. Frederick, tiler; W. A. Curtiss, W. T. Pool, Lawrence Harwick, trustees. 

Somerset Lodge No. 639, F&AM, of Somerset, was organized in 1866 and chartered in 1867, with twenty-two charter members and the following officers: C. P. Clark, WM; H. C. Hill, S.W.; Irving W. Hotaling, JW. Some of the members formed a stock company, purchased a lot, and erected a two-story brick building at a cost of $1,490. Later the lodge purchased this property. The lodge has about forty-five members, and its officers for 1897 are George M. Nellist, WM; George S. Bennett, SW; Fred E. Bennett, JW; Charles O. Longmate, treasurer; John Webber, secretary; Allan A. Huntington, SD; Peter P. Landy, JD; Samuel J. King, SMC; Thomas E. Grout, JMC; Rev. L. J. Gross, chaplain; James A. Fisk, tiler; William L, Atwater, Allan A. Huntington, William G. Sprague, trustees. 

Niagara Chapter No. 200, RAM, of Niagara Falls, was organized under dispensation May 8, 1866, with the following officers; James McFeggan, M. E. H. P.; Samuel L. White, E. K.; F. H. Johnson, E. S.; J. B. Clark, C. of H; George I.-. Brown, P. S.; Stoughton Pettibone, R. A. C; C. W. Williams, M. 3d V.; George Skipper. M. 2d V.; George E. Brock, M. 1st V.; C. Weston, Tiler. 

The chapter was instituted March 5, 1867, with the following as charter officers: James McFeggan, E. H. P; Samuel L. White, E. K.; Frances H. Johnson, E. S. The high priests have been James McFeggan, 1866-67; Samuel L. White, 1868-70; James McFeggan, 1871-75; Samuel L. White, 1876; George W. Wright, 1877-87; Robert H. Wait, 1888-92; Walter Jones, 1893-95; Joseph V. Carr, 1S96-97. 

The membership of the chapter is 158, and the officers for 1897 are Joseph V. Carr, H. P.; C. M. Young, K.; James G. Shepard, S.; Fred P. Pierce, treasurer; Michael Topping, secretary; Rev. Albert S. Bacon, chaplain; N. B. Chamberlain, C. of H.; Frederick Chorman, P. S.; George F. Diemar, R. A. C; A. D. Wilson, M. 3d V.; Amos L. Schafter, M. 2d V.; Charles R. Phelps, M. 1st V.; John G. Broughton, organist ; C. H. Kugel, sentinel. 

Red Jacket Lodge No. 646, F&AM, of Lockport, was organized in February, 1867, and chartered on the 16 Jul 1867 with the following as the first officers: Jason Collier, WM; Samson H. Robbins, SW; James D. Ames, JW; B. H. Fletcher, treasurer; J. R. Crampton, secretary; S. T. Clark, SD; E. B. Weaver, JD. The officers for 1897 are as follows; Eugene H. Ferree, WM; J. Hittenmeyer, SW; W. A. Mackenzie; JW; James R. Compton, treasurer; Henry C. Hulshoft, Secretary; Robert K. Howard, SD; E. C. Rocklin, JD; F. L. Van Deusen, SMC; Orrin D. Prudden, JMC; Dr. Champlin F. Buck, chaplain; Joseph H. Rainer, organist; Frank E. Smith, marshal; Weston N. Osgood, tiler; trustees, James R. Compton, J. Adam Koon, Abner T. Hopkins. 

Lock City Lodge of Perfection, A. A. S. Rite, of Lockport, was chartered December i8, 1875, with the following as its first officers: John Hodge, thirty-second degree, T. P. G. master; Otis Cole, thirty-second degree, deputy master; Charles Craig, thirty-second degree, ven. sen. gr. warden; Charles Mitchell, thirty-second degree, ven. jr. gr. warden; S. A. McKinney, fourteenth degree, grand orator; Charles E. Young, thirty-second degree, grand treasurer; Charles E. Ailing, thirty second degree, gr. sentry; A. H. Robinson, thirty-second degree, gr. M of ceremonies; J. M. Showerman, thirty-second degree, gr. capt. of guard; W. B. Flint, fourteenth degree, gr. hospitaler ; S. Taylor, fourteenth degree, gr. tiler. The number of charter members was eighteen. 
The following are the names of the officers for 1897: George A. Newell, thirty-second degree, T. P. grand master; C. N. Palmer, eighteenth degree, deputy grand master; W. J. Jackman, thirty-second degree, ven. sen. grand warden; John McCue, thirty-second degree, ven. jr. grand warden; Harry H. Moore, thirty-second degree gd. treasurer; V. N. Douglas, fourteenth degree, gd. secretary; Irving L'Hommedieu, G. M. of C; H. C. Hulshoff, sixteenth degree, gd. capt. of G. Hiram Flanders, fourteenth degree, grand orator; H. Buddenhagen, fourteenth degree, hospitaler; Weston N. Osgood, fourteenth degree, tiler. 

In Lockport there are also Lockport chapter, No. "]},, Order of the Eastern Star, and the Masonic Veterans Association, the latter of which was organized April 23, 1884. 

Niagara River Lodge No. 785, F. & A. M., of Niagara Falls (Suspension Bridge), was organized February 15, 1882, and the first meeting was held on the 22d of the same month, when the following officers were installed: WM, W. P. Mentz; SW, M.S. Langs; JW, R. D. Wing; treasurer, Edwin Terrill; secretary, Charles F. Lisconi; SD, O. W. Cutler; JD, R. A. Perry; chaplain, Edward Gilbert. 

The officers for 1897 are as follows: WM, O. E. Dunlap; SW, Fred J. Coe; JW, J. Fred Neff; treasurer, N. E. G. Wadhams; secretary, J. N. Kitt; SD, John G. Woodcock; JD, Hart Slocum; chaplain, Gus. J. Silberberg; tiler, William M. Blake; SMC, W. W. Johnstone; JMC, Edward R. Day; organist, John J. Broughton. 

Gasport Lodge No. 787, F&AM, began work under dispensation granted August 26, 1882, with Andrew Hayner, WM; George A. Hoyer, SW; Ellis S. Richardson, JW. The lodge met for organization September 4, 1884, when the following officers in addition to the above were elected: Nathan D. Linsign, treasurer; David R. Richie, secretary; Louis K. Sawyer, SD; William F. Richie, JD, Charles A. Terwilliger, SMC; Jay W. Hunt, JMC; Thomas A. Lusk, tiler. The lodge was chartered June 7, 1883, and now has about sixty-five members The following are the officers for 1897: E. J. Richie, WM; David Wilson, SW; A. J. Underhill, JW; John Graham, secretary; John H. Maynard, treasurer. 

Niagara Commandery No. 64, K. T., had its inception in a meeting held at the Columbia Hotel in Niagara Falls, Sir J. V. Carr, proprietor, on 8 Nov 1893. Sirs O. W. Cutler, George E. Wright, and J. V. Carr were appointed a committee to prepare a petition and apply to Genesee Commandery No. 10, of Lockport, as this territory was in their jurisdiction. On 25 Nov 25 a second meeting was held at the same place and Niagara Commandery organized with O. W. Cutler, E. Com.; Walter Jones, generalissimo; James G. Shepard, captain general. The petition signed December 16 bore the following names: J. V. Carr, A. Schoellkopf, George Barker, R. A. Schuyler, Thomas McDowell, C. M. Young, D. F. Bentley, F. C. Belden, James T. Dow, George E. Wright, William C. Edwards, James G. Shepard, H. N Griffith, Waiter Jones, O. W Cutler, George H. Salt. L. Van Cleef, L. A. Boore, Charles Zeiger, and John M. Pickett of Batavia. 

On 1 Jan 1894, a dispensation was received from the Grand Commandery, K. T., of the State, and on the 8th, at the first conclave of Niagara Commandery, the following officers were chosen: O. W. Cutler, E. Com.; Walter Jones, Gen.; James G. Shepard, Capt.-Gen'l; C. M. Young, prelate; George E. Wright, S. W.; James T. Low, J. W.; J. V. Carr, treasurer; R. A. Schuyler, recorder; L. A. Boore, standard bearer; William C. Edwards, sword bearer; D. F. Bentley, warder; T, McDowell, sentinel. 

On 14 Sep 1894, Niagara Commandery No. 64, K. T., was duly chartered, and on 30 Nov it was regularly constituted and dedicated with imposing ceremonies by Very Eminent Sir Horace A. Noble, deputy grand commander of the State, assisted by eleven officers of the Grand Commandery. The officers for 1897 are as follows: Walter Jones, eminent commander; A. H. G. Hardwicke, generalissimo; N. B. Chamberlain, captain-general; C. M. Young, prelate; D. F. Bentley, senior warden; G. E. Wright, junior warden; J. V. Carr, treasurer; R. A. Schuyler, recorder; E. D. Very, standard bearer; N. J. Bowker, sword bearer; C. J. Doherty, warder; A. A. Oatman, W. J. Robedo, J. M. Pickett, guards; C. H. Kugel, sentinel; A. H. G. Hardwicke, A. W. Cutler (P. C), N. B. Chamberlain, trustees. 

The Masonic Board of Trustees of Niagara Falls was organized in 1894, and consists of three members from each of the three Masonic bodies of the city. These members for 1897 are as follows: O. W. Cutler, N. L. Chamberlain, and A. H, G. Hardwicke from Niagara Commandery; Chris. Young, George W. Wright, and J. V. Carr, from Niagara Chapter; Hans Neilson, Benjamin Flagler, and Major S. M. N. Whitney from Niagara Frontier Lodge. 

Members of the fraternity in North Tonawanda and vicinity have connection generally with two bodies in Tonawanda, Erie county, namely Tonawanda Lodge, No. 247, F&AM, and Tonawanda Chapter No. 278, RAM, both of which are outside the 37th Masonic district. These organizations have so many members resident of this county that mention of them should be made here. 

Tonawanda Lodge No. 247, F&AM, was organized under a dispensation in 1851 and chartered in 1852, with Emanuel Hensler as first Master, who served till 1854. The present (1897) officers are John G. Wallenmeier, WM; George H. Calkins, SW; Albert R. Smith, JW; Alexander C. Campbell, treasurer; Edgar C. McDonald, secretary; E. C. McDonald, Thomas E. Warner and Arlington A. Bellinger, all Past Masters, Trustees. 

Tonawanda Chapter No. 278, RAM, was organized in April, 1884, and chartered in February, 1885. The first council under the charter was composed of Andrew R. Trew, H. P.; William R. Gregory, king; Lyman G. Stanley, scribe. The high priests have been Andrew R. Trew (deceased), 1885; William R. Gregory, 1886-88; Lyman G. Stanley, 1889-90; James H. Barnard, 1891; George W. Millener, 1892-93; Edgar C. McDonald, 1894-5; Thomas E. Warner, 1896-7. 
The other officers for 1897 are Robert L. Turk, king; George H. Calkins, scribe; Alexander C, Campbell, treasurer; Ransford C. Taber, secretary; Dow Vroman, captain of the host; Albert E. McKeen, principal sojourner; Max H. Schroeder, R. A. Capt.; Thomas P. C. Barnard, master third vail; George C. Herschell, master second vail; George L. Berkrich, master first vail; Benjamin M. Treat, sentinel. 

Ontario Lodge No. 376, Wilson, Niagara, New York 

1855

George L. Moote, Worshipful Master,

R. L. McChesney, Senior Warden,

S. Ji. Merwin, Junior Warden.

http://www.onlinebiographies.info/ny/niag/moote-gl.htm 

Col. George L. Moote was born in Porter, 10 Dec 1820, a son of Jacob and Eunice (Simmons) Moote, he born in Germany and she in Montgomery county, NY, and of English descent. Jacob Moote came from Germany with his parents when a mere child to Canada. During the was of 1812 he was drafted into the British service and refusing to fight was put into prison and at the time it was burned, escaped and immigrated to Montgomery county, NY, thence to Porter and settled on the farm Geo. L. now owns, where he died in 1854. He was one of the prominent men of the town and at one time owned considerable property, about 260 acres. He and his wife were Methodists and were very active and assisted largely in building a number of churches in Niagara county as well as his own. Geo. L. Moote was reared on a farm and educated at Wesleyan Seminary at Lima, NY. He was in the mercantile business at Wilson for five years, but farming has been his principal occupation and now owns 200 acres of land. He is a Democrat in politics and in 1874 was elected county clerk and served three years and has been a candidate for a number of county offices, but was defeated, the county being Republican. He is a member of Ontario Lodge No. 376, F. & A. M., and was a member of the I. O. O. F. at Wilson. He was married in November, 1850. to Zermah Wilson, and they had four children: Glenn E., Ernest H., Nellie D. and Adelbert (deceased). He died on Friday, 5 Jan 1900, aged 78.
Father: Jacob Moote b: 7 Nov 1789 in Stone Arabia, NY; d. 7 Sep 1854 in Porter, Niagara, NY; Mother: Eunice Simmons b: 26 Dec 1793 in Rhode Island.
Married 13 Nov 1850 Zarriah Wilson b: 1824 

Children 

1. Ernest H. Moote 
b: 1853 in NY 

2. Elbert W. Moote 
b: ca 1855 in Porter, Niagara, NY 

3. Glenn E. Moote 
b: 1855 in Porter Twp, Niagara Co, NY 

4. Nellie D. Moote 
b: 1860 in Porter, Niagara, NY

“Landmarks of Orleans County, New York.” by Henry Perry Smith. Page 161.
http://books.google.com/books?id=8CYVAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA164&lpg=PA164&dq=%22Charity+Lodge,+No.+376%22&source=bl&ots=iOtqYrtih0&sig=tl6xT6BqR-IXbpUQ8YEgbo72d6I&hl=en&ei=elhiS63mIMTh8Qbu-5GMAw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CAoQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=%22Charity%20Lodge%2C%20No.%20376%22&f=false 

Orleans County

SECRET SOCIETIES, PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS, ETC. 
FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS.

On 20 Feb 1812, a petition was addressed to the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, asking that a warrant be granted for a Masonic lodge in the town of Murray, and on the 3d of June following, the petition with a recommendation of Genesee Lodge No. 130 was read at the annual communication of the Grand Lodge and referred to the grand officers. On June 12 a dispensation was granted to the petitioners under the name of Fredonia Lodge No. 246, under which it continued to work until September, 8, 1815, when a warrant was granted to the lodge. For some years its meetings were held at the house of Abel Baldwin, in the present town of Clarkson, Monroe county, which was then a part of Murray. On July 13, 1820, a resolution was passed by the lodge to remove from Clarkson to Sandy Creek, in the present county of Orleans, and on the 6th of September, 1820, the following is recorded in Grand Lodge records:

“Communication from Fredonia Lodge No. 246, stating that by a division of the town of Murray, that part of the township in which the lodge was held had become the town of Clarkson, and praying for leave to remove from the said town of Clarkson, the present place of its meetings, to the village of Sandy Creek, in the said town of Murray, was read and leave granted accordingly."

The last return made to the Grand Lodge was in December, 1822, and at the annual communication of the Grand Lodge in June, 1833, the warrant was ordered to be taken up, thus ending the existence of Fredonia Lodge 246. The warrant was probably lost in the exciting times of 1826 to 1833. The following persons were masters of this lodge: 1816, Arnold Markham; 1817, Adney Penfield; 1818, Aretas Haskell; 1816 to 1821, Elijah VV. Wood; 1822, Solomon C. Wright.

1 The following account of Free Masonry in Orleans county is condensed from a fuller account prepared by George A. Newell, of Medina, the use of which is kindly permitted for these pages. 

Under date of Ridgeway, county of Genesee, and State of New York, November 2, A. L., 5815, a petition was sent to the Grand Lodge for a lodge in that town to be called Alluvion Lodge. The petitioners recommended Oliver Booth, 2d, to be the first master; William White, senior warden; and David Hooker, junior warden of the new lodge. The signatures to this petition, besides those of the above named officers, were:

Nehemiah Gardner, Ray Marsh, James Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Ira Webb, all of Ridgeway; James Mather, Jesse Beach, Giles Slater, Paul S. Brown, William Perry, Elliott Bassett, all of Gaines; Joseph Hart, Artemus Houghton of Barre.

The petition was endorsed by a certificate signed by the officers of Fredonia Lodge. On March 12, 1816, a warrant was issued by the Grand Lodge to Alluvion Lodge No. 257, and the first lodge meeting was probably held July 10, 1816. The officers of this lodge, as far as their names are obtainable, were as follows for the years 1816 to 1824, inclusive, excepting the year 1822, the names given in the order of the years:

Oliver Booth, 2d (three years), Elijah Hawley, David Hooker, John Lewis, Edward Arnold, William Hughes, Masters; William White (three years), David Hooker John Ripley, Alexander Coon, senior wardens; David Hooker (two years), Oliver R. Bennett, Alexander Coon, John Lewis, Noel Potter, junior wardens; James Mather (1818), Jeremiah Brown, Amos Barrett (two years), treasurers; James Brown, Horace Church, Nirum Allen, Cotton Nash, Jeremiah Brown, Samuel Tappan, secretaries.

The meetings for the first few years were held at Murdock's Tavern, just west of Murdock's Corners, and afterward at the hotel at Ridgeway Corners. It is also probable that the lodge held meetings at other places in the town, and during the Morgan excitement some meetings were held at the houses of the brethren. The first person initiated in this lodge was Zerah Webb, of Ridgeway, August 1, 1816. Alexander Coon was initiated September 5, 1816; Cornelius Ashton, January 30, 1817; Amos Barrett, Marchu, 1819. Others who were initiated in this lodge were Israel Murdock, Seymour B. Murdock, and Aaron Parker. The lodge was seldom represented at the Grand Lodge. From the by-laws of this old lodge, which are in possession of Mr. Newell, it is learned that every candidate paid for initiation $6; for passing the degree of fellowcraft, $4; and for raising to the degree of master Mason, $4. That no officer except the tiler received compensation for his services. That each member, excepting the treasurer, secretary, stewards and tiler, paid twelve and a half cents at each regular communication, in addition to the quarterly dues required by the constitution. That visiting brethren, after the first visit, paid a like sum. That the tiler received $1 per evening and fifty cents from each candidate initiated, and was subject to fines for neglect of duty or absence. On the 27th of December, 1823, there were ninety-four members in good standing.
From the membership of Alluvion Lodge sprang Niagara Felicity Lodge No. 375, at Wilson; Morning Sun Lodge No. 377, at Middleport, and Hartland Lodge No. 443, at Hartland, all of which disappeared in the Morgan excitement.

In March 1819, a petition was signed and sent to the Grand Lodge, asking for the grant of a warrant to form a lodge to be known as De Witt Clinton Lodge, to be held in the town of Gaines, with John Lee, as master; Ithamar Hebard, senior warden, and Asahel Lee as junior warden, which was recommended by Alluvion Lodge by resolution passed March 11, 1819. The petitioners finding that the fee for a charter was more than they had supposed, withdrew the petition before it was acted upon by the Grand Lodge.
Ithamar Hibard was of Scotch descent. At the beginning of the present century he resided in Schroon, Essex, NY, whence he removed to Brandon, Vt, and thence in 1816 to the present town of Albion, one mile west from the village. Sixteen years later he came to Barre Center, where he died in 1853. He was a prominent and influential citizen, and was one of the original members of the first Congregational Church in the town. He was the coroner at the inquest of the only muider in town, which occurred in 1828. His sons were: Zenas F. and Royal Hebard, both of whom grew old and died in this town. His daughter was the first wife of J. D. Buckland. Roscoe Z. Hebard, son of Zenas F., resides a mile west of Barre Center, and George, son of Royal, is a successful business man in New York city.

Another petition was, however, drawn June 15, 1820, recommended by Alluvion Lodge No. 257, August 17, 1820, and on November 22, 1820, a warrant was granted by the Grand Lodge to John Lee, master; Oliver Booth, 2d, senior warden, and Asahel Lee, junior warden, to hold a lodge in the town of Gaines, in the county of Genesee, by the name of Genesee Union Lodge No. 332, for which the fee was $75. The meetings were held in the house of Pardon Macomber, in the village of Gaines. The officers of this lodge, as far as obtainable, from 1820 to 1824 inclusive, were:

Masters, John Lee, Asahel Lee; the senior wardens, Oliver Booth, 2d, and Elisha Blount; the junior wardens, Asahel Lee, Nathan Whitney, and Simeon Dutcher; the treasurers, William Perry and John Proctor; the secretaries, James Mather, Hawkins, and Oliver Booth.

The last return from this lodge on file with the Grand Lodge was made to June, 1827, and its charter was forfeited in 1834, for failure to pay Grand Lodge dues.

The next lodge in what is now Orleans county was Charity Lodge No. 376, the petition for which was dated March 25, 1824 Alluvion Lodge gave its consent May 6, 1824, and Genesee Union Lodge May 13, 1824. On June 4, 1824, a warrant was granted by the Grand Lodge to Jacob S. Flint, master; Charles Lee, senior warden; and John A. Buckland, junior warden, to hold a lodge in the town of Barre, by the name of Charity Lodge No. 376. The record book of this lodge is now in possession of Renovation Lodge No. 97. It shows that the following were the first officers of Charity Lodge:

Jacob S. Flint, master; Charles Lee, senior warden; John A. Buckland, junior warden; 0. H. Gardner, treasurer; I. K. Brown, secretary; Nathan Whitney and R. S. Smith, deacons; Ora Lee and Oliver Benton, stewards; Orange Starr, tiler.

Besides these, D. P. Bigelow, Pliny Hitchcock, and Joshua Raymond were present at the first meeting. Mr. Newell is in possession of interesting transcripts from the record book of this early lodge, for which space cannot be spared in this work. It may be added that there were in all thirty-three communications of the lodge, and among all the petitions, only one was rejected. The last return was made to the Grand Lodge in 1827, and the charter was declared forfeited at the annual communication of Grand Lodge in 1834.

On the 5th day of February, 1824, at the annual convocation of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons held at Albany, a warrant was granted to Comps. Simeon Dutcher, H. P., William Hughes, K., and Stephen V. R. Holmes, S., to hold a chapter at Gaines, county of Genesee, by the name of Gaines Chapter No. 82. At the next annual convocation in February, 1825, the chapter was not represented, February, 1826, the chapter was represented by Robert Anderson; in 1827 by Elihu Mather, and in 1829 by Oliver Benton. There seems to be no further reference to this chapter in the records of the Grand Chapter. In one of the pioneer histories of Orleans county it is stated that Dr. Jesse Beach was high priest in 1826. In another, the son of Dr. Beach states that his father organized Gaines Chapter. It has been impossible to verify either of these statements.

The Morgan Affair

This brings us to the time when the alleged abduction and death of William Morgan put a quietus on nearly all the lodges in Western New York. The year 1826 opened with dissensions still existing between the two grand lodges which had been carried on for a number of years. The annual communication of both grand bodies passed without a reunion or settlement of the existing differences, and these bodies appeared as far apart as ever. Among the subordinate lodges, especially in Western New York, scanty support was furnished; dues were in arrears to the lodges and from the lodges to the grand lodges; the year of the "great sickness" was at hand and the brethren were in very many cases in sore straits. At this time and in such a situation the great blow to masonry was struck.
For some time rumors of the publication of an alleged expose of Freemasonry had been rife. Attempts to suppress it had been made, but apparently without success. Then came the alleged abduction of William Morgan and the commencement of the bitter fight which raged violently for several years. Families were disrupted, churches were the scenes of crimination and recrimination, and political contests were fought on the basis of Masonry and anti-Masonry. The long friendships of the early settlers were blown to the winds ; children of prominent Masons were sneered at and reproached with being the children of murderers: ministers of the gospel were excommunicated and expelled ; some brethren, unable to withstand the contumely heaped upon them, renounced the institution and the meetings of the lodges ceased. Brethren were arrested, indicted and tried for the abduction of Morgan, and the fight continued in the courts for years.

In Orleans county Elihu Mather was indicted and tried, but after a trial lasting ten days, with eminent special counsel arrayed against him, was acquitted, and the questions arising therefrom are found in the legal reports of this State. Avery Downer, a schoolmaster residing in the town of Gaines, was also indicted, but before the trial the indictment was nolle prosequied. The courts of Niagara county were more burdened with trials arising out of the abduction. One of the charter members of Medina Lodge, Brother Jeremiah Brown, was tried therein, and after a great deal of trouble and expense to him, was acquitted. Brother Simeon Dutcher, the junior warden of Genesee Union Lodge No. 332, an elder of the Baptist Church in the town of Gaines who had for many years administered acceptably to the spiritual needs of the early settlers, and had been by them much respected, was excommunicated and dismissed from his church because he would not renounce Free Masonry. Many of the brethren, disapproving the character of the Morgan affair, deprecated the action of the leaders and became lukewarm.
But amidst all this excitement and ill-feeling, there were brethren whose love for the fraternity was so strong, whose zeal in the good work was so fervent, and whose faith in the principles of the order was so firmly established, that although surrounded by enemies of the institution and of themselves, they kept up in secret their fraternal meetings and preserved the embers which in later years kindled the present prosperous condition of the fraternity.

The following sketch of "Morganism in Orleans County " is from the pen of Robert Morris, LL. D., Masonic historian, and adequately presents the subject:

The relation which Orleans county bears to the celebrated Morgan deportation of September, 182G, is found in two things. First, the great road westward from Rochester traverses the county from east to west, and it was along this route on the morning of Wednesday, September 13, that the noted Morgan was brought on his way to Canada. Second, Oak Orchard Creek, which enters the lake near the center of the water line of Orleans county, was the scene of the amusing procedure a year later, when the body of Timothy Munroe was drawn from the water and made for electioneering purposes to pass for the cadaver of William Morgan.

A full explanation of the part taken by citizens of Orleans county in the removal of Morgan requires a statement in some detail of Morgan himself. For the popular opinion on this subject is as far from the truth as the granite statue, so conspicuous in the old burying ground at Batavia, is unlike the appearance of Morgan while in the flesh.

From the year of my initiation into masonry (1846) I have earnestly sought the truth in relation to this affair, not to vindicate Free Masons who were responsible for it, but to place on record the facts as they occurred. For nearly forty years I have forbore publication, preferring to continue my gleanings that my successor might be the better able to finish the work; nor should I have gone into print at all but for the utterly false and scandalous charges against our brethren made by Thurlow Weed in the last days of his life. Blind, bed-ridden, paralytic, a wreck in mind and body, the old politician reiterated from the memories of fifty years statements so detrimental to Masonic history and so adverse from the truth, that I should have been recreant to my trust as historian had I not accepted the challenge und placed in bold lines the falsity of the story.

From 1846 to 1860 I spoke to a hundred persons, more or less, citizens of Batavia, Canandaigua, Rochester, Medina, Albion, etc., who had been personally acquainted with William Morgan. The united testimony of these persons was that he was a low-minded man, a sot, a bummer, unprincipled, an ignoramus, a worthless fellow. In 1824 he came to Rochester as a journeyman bricklayer, bringing with him from Canada a Masonic certificate ( "diploma" ) of membership. This proved afterward a forgery, but enabled him at the time to gain admission into the lodges, and even during two years to visit a number of lodges through Western New York as a sort of instructor.

Morgan was a drunken fellow, and in his cups boastful and loquacious. In a frenzy of his falsehood he had claimed to be a captain in General Jackson's army at New Orleans. Needless to say, the lie was cut from whole cloth. In another carousal he sneered at Free Masonry, and acknowledged that he had got into the lodge by fraud. This was serious, and the order entered upon a series of inquiries which fully exposed him as an imposter. The surrounding lodges were warned of the discovery. Morgan was threatened with severe penalties if he persisted in his imposition, and early in the summer of 1826, the matter seemed to be quieted down, but then it was discovered that Morgan was engaged with a printer named Miller in the preparation of an exposition of Masonry.

The governor, De Witt Clinton, an ardent Mason and an astute, sagacious man, advised the brethren to pay Morgan for the work as far as finished, destroy the printed sheets and offer him sufficient inducement to return with his family to Canada. This was done; the printed sheets were cremated in presence of witnesses, and a receipt for the money paid him ($100) was given by Morgan. A farther sum of $400 was promised if he would leave this State. But an obstacle was interposed here which those who study this curious bit of history do not take into consideration. Morgan was in jail at Batavia, or rather in the jail limits for debt. It was known, too, that several creditors were preparing to present claims upon him the moment he was released, the amount approaching a thousand dollars. A tavern keeper in Canandaigua had charged Morgan with the theft of a garment some months before, and to get Morgan away from the jail limits at Batavia, he swore out a criminal warrant and placed it in the hands of a sheriffs officer to execute. Taking with him a small posse, the officer went to Batavia, arrested Morgan and brought him to the jail in his own county. This was Monday, September 11. It has been clearly established that the whole movement was undertaken by consent of Morgan, who on the Sunday night previous, had accepted the plan, "to prepare a home in Canada, and to lay aside all pretence of being a Mason." The Masonic fraternity on their part agreed to send his family to him as soon as he had a home for them, and to pay him $400.

Arrived at Canandaigua, the charge of theft was withdrawn and Morgan was further detained by virtue of an execution for a debt of $1.65, due to a person in that place. This was 7 P. M. of September 11, and thus ended the first act of the drama.

During the Monday, Tuesday and Tuesday evening the Masonic brethren, in conference with Morgan, perfected their plans and engaged carriages and drivers for the deportation. About 9 P M., the execution having been lifted, Morgan was released from the prison, entered a carriage and was driven that night, with several stoppages, as far as Rochester and Hanford's tavern, four miles beyond. There the party turned west over what is well known as the Ridge road. At the change of horses, breakfast was had, and about 6 A. M. the second movement began.

Converging with citizens of Orleans county twenty-five years afterward, I inquired particularly whether Morgan was hoodwinked, bound, or under any restraint whatever. Jeremiah Brown, a member of the Legislature, who drove the carriage from Ridgeway ten miles west of Gaines, declared with vehemence that he was not. He kept a handkerchief over his eyes when the sun was hot. as they were much inflamed; but no restraint whatever was placed upon him. He sung, walked, slept and drank gin at the taverns at his discretion. He got out where he pleased and when he pleased. He helped to stop a runaway yoke of oxen. He picked up and petted a little child who had fallen and was crying. "Never did maiden leave parents more willingly to accompany her lover than Morgan left New York. He bad escaped his creditors. His pockets were full of money. A new career was open to him. He was as happy as a gin-sodden creature of that stamp could be."
The persons who drove the carriage to Rochester and from Lewiston to Youngstown gave the same sort of testimony. Orson Parkhurst, who acted as coachman from Rochester to Gaines, made similar declarations. James Mather lent his horses to the party as they came to his residence, and his brother Blihu got on the box. For this they were indicted, and during three years Blihu was put to much trouble and cost to clear himself of the charge of abduction, while James, for refusing to testify against his brother, was attached for contempt of court and fined $25.

Isaac Allen, two miles west of Clarkson, had lent his horses to the party to be used until they reached Mather's, and for this he was severely questioned by the Grand Jury of Orleans county. Refusing to reply, he was committed for contempt of court, detained in prison a few days, and then discharged. The State prosecutor announced that this estimable citizen was punished as an example to other contumacious witnesses.

Another witness (in Niagara county) submitted to a fine of $100 and four months imprisonment rather than pander to the popular excitement.

Jeremiah Brown had, to use his own expressive language, "a heap of trouble." As early as February, 1827, he was subpoenaed as a witness at Batavia, tried at Lockport June, 1830, and not for a year or two after that was he freed from the entanglements of "this pesky case."

This is all the Morgan history, as far as Orleans county is concerned.

He arrived at Youngstown on Thursday, 1 A. M., and was confined for a short time in the old disused powder magazine of Fort Niagara. At a conference with Colonel King, he expressed his consent, in the most explicit terms, to the deportation thus far carried out. On Sunday night, the 17th, a party of Canadian Masons took charge of him and conducted him into the interior of the country. There the wretched man who had betrayed every one who trusted him, betrayed them. No sooner did they leave him than he changed his name, purchased a horse and struck down the river as far as Montreal. There he sold his horse, and from that point he fades out of history. There is not a particle of evidence as to his course afterwards.

The second introduction of Orleans county into the Morgan affair is connected with the amusing episode of Timothy Munroe. It seems that, stimulated by the hope of reward, emissaries of the anti-Masonic party had for months during the fall and winter of 1826-27 been engaged in dredging the bed of the Niagara River near its mouth in hopes to secure the body of William Morgan. Daily canards were sent forth from the scene of operations and the public mind kept in a state of agitation 011 this subject. Even while the trials were going on in Canandaigua a handbill was circulated, "that the body of Morgan was on its way, fish-eaten, ironed, gagged, etc.," but nothing was found, and after May and June it was admitted that the body, if there, must have fallen to pieces.
But now new food was supplied the public appetite, and for a few days Orleans county was alive with intelligence. At Oak Orchard Harbor, forty miles east of Niagara River, a body was found on Sunday morning, October 7, 1827, which at once was accepted as that of William Morgan. It was in a frightful condition, horrible to eye and nostril, and the carrion birds were preparing to pounce on it, when some persons watering their horses, discovered the body and gave the alarm. The coroner was summoned and, assisted by a jury of twenty-four persons, performed his duty. Description of the body: "Length, 5 feet, 10. No scars or noticeable marks. About 46 years of age. Remains of heavy whiskers and thick hair on the head. Teeth of ordinary character and sound. Package of religious tracts in pocket. Verdict, found drowned. Body decently coffined and interred."

Newspaper notices of the affair were made as usual. One of these fell under the eye of Thurlow Weed. His instant decision was that the body was that of William Morgan. Collecting a number of persons who had known Morgan, he hastened to the spot, and on October 13 the body was taken up and removed to Carlton. Mrs. Morgan was sent for and came in company with a number of friends. On Monday morning the little village was thronged with visitors. Another coroner, one Robert M. Brown, was employed who, with his twenty-four jurymen, opened the coffin and inspected the body, which was now "black, bloated, putrid and offensive beyond anything conceivable." By this time the bunch of whiskers had disappeared (for Morgan wore no whiskers). All the hair from the top of his head had been removed (for Morgan was a bald man). The ears were filled with long white hairs (for Morgan's ears were thus adorned). But none of the witnesses on the first inquest were questioned. Mrs. Morgan, after a hasty glance at the carrion, turned away and signed a sworn statement, "that she was fully convinced in her own mind that this was her husband."

Coroner's verdict: "That the said William Morgan came to his death by drowning."

So a grand funeral procession was formed in which representatives from every township in Orleans county participated; and right through that Goshen of Western New York, along the lanes that were sweet with ripe apples, and past houses where little boys, playing, asked their mothers the meaning of the ceremony, and through the upper half of Genesee county, went the crowd loudly proclaiming that Morgan was found at last, and the mystery was solved. Circular notices were scattered on the wind denouncing his murderers, and throwing out horrid threats against the Free Masons. One James Cochrane occupied the steps of the Court House and made a funeral sermon. But the principal citizens of Batavia, both Masons and anti-Masons, refused to give credence to the supposed discovery, and in a very few days more the truth was brought to light The body was that of Timothy Munroe, a resident on the Canada shore, opposite Fort Niagara, who had been drowned while crossing the river (September 24), two weeks before the Oak Orchard developments. His wife and son, seeing the newspaper accounts, came to Orleans county and thoroughly identi6ed the clothing, boots, tracts, etc. Going on to Batavia, a third inquest was held, the body being again exhumed, and the matter established beyond all controversy by the verdict, " This is the body of Timothy Munroe, who was drowned in the Niagara River, September 26,1827."
But these things have passed away. Not a person is left who participated in either of those three examinations. A third generation is occupying the land thus strangely agitated. Free Masonry has revived and hard feelings we may have entertained are forgotten. But let it stand on record in Orleans county, that the principles of Masonry neither justify murder nor abduction; that all our dealings with William Morgan were for his benefit, as well as our own security; that the course pursued with him was under counsel of the wisest and most prudent men of the day, and that to his own breach of contract is due all that is of mystery and uncertainty in the whole affair.

In this connection it is proper to quote the following preamble and resolutions from the minutes of Genesee Commandery No. 10, KT, then located at Le Roy and now at Lockport, under date of April 20, 1827.

Whereas, The principles of national and personal rights secured to us by our forefathers are the best calculated to secure the peace and happiness of mankind; and, whereas, in a firm adhesion to these principles depend the welfare and safety of individuals and our government; and, whereas, the great principles first taught in our institutions are "Thy first homage thou owest to the deity ; the second to the authority of civil society ; honor the father of the State; love thy country, be religiously scrupulous in fulfilling all the duties of a good citizen ;" therefore

Resolved, That the duty we owe to those principles is paramount to all others, and any deviation from them meets with our entire disapprobation;

Resolved, That the late outrages perpetrated on the person and property of William Morgan and David C. Miller are a violation of the laws of our country and this institution, and that we will hold any member of this order who will not use all lawful means to discover the fate of the said William Morgan and bring the perpetrators thereof to justice, as an unworthy member and one who ought to be expelled.

Resolved, That we as a body disclaim any knowledge or participation in these unparalleled outrages;

Resolved, That we disapprove the conduct of the editors of public journals, who have refused or neglected to publish any facts in their knowledge, respecting those outrages, and who have endeavored to palliate them by publishing falsehoods and vague reports;

Resolved, That we approve the independent stand of those editors who have published all the facts within their knowledge in regard to the Morgan affair, and that we will cordially support them in their efforts to promote the end of public justice.

Resolved, That John Hascall, C. A. Smith, and T. D. Moore be a committee to correspond with other committees to discover the fate of the said William Morgan and bring the guilty to punishment;

Resolved, That these proceedings be published in the Le Roy Gazette.

-------

The first revival of Free Masonry in Orleans county took place in the latter part of the year 1843, when seventeen brethren, nearly all probably members of Fredonia Lodge No. 246, signed and forwarded to the Grand Lodge, stating substantially that they were residents of the towns of Clarendon, Murray and Kendall; were Master Masons and had been in good standing; that no lodge existed nearer than thirty or forty miles of them ; that "the times are propitious; anti-Masonry is dead. The acrimony of our fiercest enemies has subsided into apathy ;" and that therefore they were desirous of forming a new lodge in the town of Murray, to be called Renovation. The signers further stated that in hope of a favorable reply to the petition, they had elected Aretas Haskell, first master; Elijah W. Wood, first senior warden, and Jeremiah Avery, first junior warden. The warrant was issued June 8, 1844, to the above named officers, excepting that Aaron Baldwin was made junior warden, and the lodge was called Renovation No. 97. The first meeting was held April I, 1844. The records of the Grand Lodge show that Joseph Nixon, said to be a Knight Templar, installed the officers of Renovation Lodge on August 12, 1844. It appears as far as records show, that meetings of the lodge were not held very frequently for some time, nor with regularity; the place of meeting for installation was at Sandy Creek. Meetings were held at other points— in Medina, August 13, 1846; at Eagle Harbor in 1850, and after August, 1850, in Albion; on December 8, 1845, PI W. Wood was elected master; Abel Baldwin, senior warden, and S. Lewis, junior warden; on November 30, 1846, the following officers were elected:

Elijah W. Wood, master; Alexander Coon, senior warden; Silas Knapp, junior warden; Oren Britt, treasurer; Levi Davis, secretary ; C. C. Phelps, senior deacon; B. F. Towner, junior deacon; Isaac Knapp, and Ora Lee, stewards.

In 1848 the officers were the same as during the preceding year, except secretary.

The next record of election gives the following officers for December 4, 1848:

Silas Knapp, master; Alexander Coon, senior warden; B. F. Towner, junior warden; Oren Britt, treasurer; Isaac Knapp, secretary; C. C. Phelps, senior deacon; H. Farwell, junior deacon; H. N. Beers and Joseph Nixon, stewards; S. T. Grutnmond tiler.

The record for 1850 is not given, but the officers were as follows:

Elijah W. Wood, master; C, C. Phelps, senior warden; L. Pullman, junior warden; L. D. Spaulding, treasurer; W. H. Drew, secretary.

The officers elected December 16, 1850, were:

Elijah W Wood, master; W. H. Drew, senior warden; Lewis Pullman, junior warden; L. D. Spaulding, treasurer; Charles A. Danolds, secretary.

On December 8, 1851, the following officers were elected:

William H. Drew, master; Lewis Pullman, senior warden; Lorenzo Spaulding, junior warden; Elijah W. Wood, treasurer; Ozias S. Church, secretary.

On December 20, 1852, the following were elected:

William H. Drew, master; Lewis Pullman, senior warden; J. Downs, junior warden ; J. Starkweather, treasurer; A. G. Beebe, secretary.

On December 12, 1853, the following were elected:

Elijah W. Wood, master; S. F. Benjamin, senior warden; A. J. Weeks, junior warden ; John Young treasurer; E. R. Tanner, secretary.

On the records of February 6, 1854, appears the following:

"The undersigned would respectfully state that we wish to withdraw from this lodge for the purpose of organizing a lodge at Medina. Silas Knapp, Isaac Knapp, P. D. Beecher, Curtis Barnes, S. F. Benjamin."

Permission of withdrawal was granted, and on March 13, 1854, similar consent was given to request for withdrawal from H. N. Beers, S. T. Grummond, James Sheppard, and G. Ashton. This led to the organization of Medina Lodge .No. 336, noticed a little further on. 
The Masters of Renovation Lodge No. 97, from and including 1854 to the present time, have been as follows:

Elijah W. Wood, 1854; 
A. J. Weeks, 1855; 
Elias Beach, 1856-57; 
E. R. Tanner, 1858; 
George Mather, 1859-63, 1868, 1872-73; 
Orlando Hardy, 1864; 
Willard H. Storms, 1865; 
George W. Barrel!, 1866 and 1876-79; 
Thomas Bell, 1867, 1869-71; 
Samuel H. Taylor, 1874-75; 
Albert S. Warner, 1880-81; 
Alexander Hayes, 1882-84; 
Samuel R. Cochrane, 1885; 
Charles D. Ross, 1886-89; 
Gurdon W. Fitch, 1890-92; 
W. Crawford Ramsdale, 1893-94.

The officers for 1894 are as follows:

W. Crawford Ramsdale, W. M.; Lyman S. Linson, S. W.; Byron V. Botsford. J. W.; George S. Hutchinson, treasurer; Alph H. Sears, secretary ; Orville H. Taylor, S. D.; Wells D. English, J. D.; Charles E. Hart, S. M. C.; William D. English, J. M. C.; Rev. F. S. Dunham, chaplain ; John B. Bordwell, organist; R. 0. Smith, tiler.

Medina Lodge No. 336. On the 11th of January, 1854, the following Master Masons petitioned for a dispensation to organize a lodge with the above name:

Samuel F. Benjamin, 
Curtis Barnes, 
Peyton D. Beecher, 
H. Beecher, 
H. M. Beers, 
William Bidleman, 
Silas Knapp, 
Isaac Knapp, 
James Sheppard, 
S. T. Grummond, 
Ira Barnes, 
John W. Culver, 
Alexander Coon, and 
Jeremiah Brown.

The petition was recommended by Cataract Lodge No. 295, of Middleport, and granted February I, 1854, with the following officers:

Samuel F. Benjamin master; Curtis Barnes, senior warden; Peyton D. Beecher, junior warden.

At the annual communication of the Grand Lodge for 1854 a warrant was granted to Medina Lodge No. 336, the warrant being dated June 20.

Following are the officers of this lodge for 1894:

Everett M. Baker, WM; Irving L'Hommedieu, SW; Henry Pease, JW; George W. Frary, treasurer; George A. Newell, secretary; Edward W. Tripp, SD; Edward E. Crook, JD; Louis E. Henion, SMC; George S. Helenbolt, JMC; Peter F. Hevenor, tiler.

The following are lists of the masters, senior wardens, and junior wardens since the formation of this (Medina) Lodge (No. 336):

Masters—
Samuel F. Benjamin, 1854-55; 
Silas Knapp, 1856; 
Christopher Whaley, 1857-58; 
Benjamin C. Blake, 1859-60; 
Christopher Whaley, 1861-62-63; 
Ira Barnes, 1864; 
Benjamin C. Blake, 1865; 
Samuel F. Benjamin, 1866; 
Benjamin C. Blake, 1867; 
Homer Belding, 1868; 
William H. Watson, 1869; 
Jacob Gorton, 1870; 
Benjamin C. Blake, 1871; 
Henry A. Childs, 1872-73-74; 
Lyman F. Zimmerman, 1875; 
Samuel C. Brownell, 1876-77; 
Edmund L. Pitts, 1878-79; 
George A Newell, 1880; 
Henry A. Childs, 1881; 
Edward Posson, 188283-84; 
William P. Tanner, 1885; 
Edward Posson, 1886-87-88-89; 
Francis Barker, 1890; 
John Cunningham, 1891; 
Edwin B. Simonds, 1892; 
Everett M. Baker, 1893.

Senior Wardens—
Curtis Barnes, 1854-55; 
Christopher Whaley, 1856; 
Benjamin C. Blake, 1857; 
Ira Barnes, 1858; 
William C. Brown, 1859-60; 
George C. Cook, 1861; 
George F. Welch, 1862; 
John Allen 1863; 
M. L. Barrett, 1864; 
Christopher Whaley, 1865; 
Nelson Deline, 1866; 
George Ward, 1867; 
William C. Brown, 1868-69; 
I. Morris Knapp, 1870; 
Erwin A. Bowen, 1871; 
Lyman F. Zimmerman, 1872-73-74;

Samuel C. Brownell, 1875; 
Edmund L. Pitts, 1876-77; 
Jacob Gorton, 1878; 
George A. Newell, 1879; 
Edward Posson, 1880; 
John T. Cothran, 1881; 
William P. Tanner, 1882-83-84; 
George Snaith, 1885-86; 
Francis Barker, 1887-88; 
John Cunningham 1889; 
Edwin B. Simonds, 1890; 
Everett M. Baker, 1891-92; 
Irving L'Hommedieu, 1893
Junior Wardens—
Peyton D. Beecher, 1854; 
John W. Graves, 1855; 
Benjamin C. Blake, 1856; 
Ira Barnes, 1857; 
William C. Brown, 1858; 
J. T. Rindge. 1859; 
George C. Cook, 1860; 
R. J. Bordwell, 1861; 
M. S. Barrett, 1862; 
A. J. Fay, 1863; 
John N. Sherwood, 1864; 
George Ward, 1865; 
George H. Alford, 1866; 
D. A. Van Wie, 1867; 
Silas A, Snell, 1868; 
Jacob Gorton, 1869; 
Henry A. Childs, 1870; 
N. G. Brown, 1871; 
Samuel C. Brownell, 1872-73-74; 
Edmund L. Pitts, 1875; 
Myron S. Newell, 1876-77; 
George Schemerhorn, 1878; 
Edward Posson, 1879; 
John O. Thurston, 1880; 
William P. Tanner, 1881; 
George Snaith, 1882 83-84; 
Francis Barker, 1885-86; 
John Cunningham, 1887-88; 
Frank R. Downs, 1889; 
Everett M. Baker, 1890; 
Irving L'Hommedieu, 1891-92; 
Henry Pease, 1893.
Murray Lodge No. 380, F. & A. M., was organized in the village of Holley May 16, 1855, and received its charter in June following. The number of charter members was twenty, and the first officers as follows: D. D. Sprague, W. M.; O. Hardy, S. W.; George N. Bowman, J. W. In the fire of October 25, 1866, the lodge lost all of its property, but it was fully insured. Again in July, 1874, fire destroyed the lodge property at a loss of $600, the charter being burned. The officers of the lodge for 1894 are as follows:

George H. Sheffield, worshipful master; Henry J. Buell, senior warden; Courtney P. King, junior warden ; George N. Bowman, treasurer; Hiram B. Joslyn, secretary ; Alfred M. Potter, senior deacon; Bruce B. Atkins, junior deacon; William A. Bissell. senior master of ceremonies; David H. Partridge, junior master of ceremonies; S. Fisk Manly, tiler; Rev. A. D. Abrams, chaplain; Webster E. Howard, marshal.

Yates Lodge No. 675, F. & A. M., Lyndonville, worked under a dispensation from October 29, 1867, to June 20, 1868, when a charter was obtained with Noah Shepardson, W. M. The masters of this lodge have been:

S. G. Johnson, 1869; Uriel Tiromerman, 1870, 1874, 1878-79; A. B. Fisk, 1871, 1873, 1875-78, 1892; Joseph S. Spalding, 1872, 1877; George A. Waterbury, 188081, 1885-86, 1889, 1893-94; Morell Dates, 1887; H. B. Fuller, 1890-91.

The lodge has now 150 members. The officers of this lodge for 1894 are as follows :

George A. Waterbury, W. M.; B. M. Beecher, S. W.; R. Cummings, J. W.; A. B. Waterbury, treasurer; C. E. Thurber, secretary; H. B. Fuller, S. D.; Truman Thorns, J. D.; J. 0. Stokes, S. M. of C.; Thomas Erskins, J. M. of C.; S. G. Johnson, chaplain ; A. B. Fisk, marshal; W. C. Sawyer, tiler.

Social Lodge No. 713 (Kendall). This lodge was instituted January 28, 1871, with thirty-eight members, under dispensation to the following officers:

William S. Jewett, W. M.; Oscar Munn, S. W.; John W. Simkins, J. W.; James Whitehouae, S. D.; Ira B. Bates, J. D.; Sumner Austin, secretary ; Samuel A. Bates, treasurer.

This lodge was incorporated under State law in 1874, the first Board of Trustees being William S. Jewett, Alonzo Egelston, and Samuel A. Bates. The lot and stone building formerly owned by the Sons of Temperance was deeded to the trustees of Social Lodge December 14, 1874. The officers of the lodge for 1894 are as follows:

C. S. Bridgeman, W. M.; Joseph Mann, S. W.; W. W. Morey, J. W.; S. B. Bayer, treasurer; E. 0. Smith, secretary ; R. W. Bamber, S. D.; Alonzo Egelston, Cornelius Fenner, and J. Mann, trustees.

The following are past masters of the lodge:

William S. Jewett, 
Oscar Munn, 
John W. Simkins, 
James Whitehouse, 
Ira B. Bates, 
William N. Spicer,  
C. S. Bridgeman.

Social Lodge now has about fifty-five members.

Orleans Chapter No. 175, Royal Arch Masons. On the 3d day of May, 1862, a dispensation was issued to a number of companions living at or near Albion for a chapter of Royal Arch Masons to be known as Orleans Chapter, in which George Mather was named as high priest, Charles H. Adams as king, and Hiram Preston as scribe, and to be located at Albion. At the annual convocation of the Grand Chapter, held on the 4th day of February, 1863, a charter was granted to Orleans Chapter No. 175, and the officers named therein were the same as in the dispensation. The ruling officers have been as follows:

Year. High Priest. 


King. 


Scribe.



1862 George Mather, 

Charles H. Adams, 

Hiram W. Preston,

1863 
“



“


“
1864 
“



“


“
1865 
“ 


George S. Hutchinson, 

“
1866 
“ 


L. C. Paine, 


“
1867 
“ 


Samuel H. Taylor. 

Martin Slussor,

1868 
“ 



“ 

Henry R. Curtis,

1869 Samuel H. Taylor, 

Henry R. Curtis, 

Orlando Hardy,

1870 
“



“


“
1871 
“ 


Orlando Hardy, 

Abram H. Goodman,

1872 
“


Abram H. Goodman, 
Simon Adler,

1873 
“


George Mather, 

Abram H. Botsford,

1874 
“


George W. Barrel!, 

Robert 0. Wilkins,

1875 
“ 


George Mather, 

Charles B. Cowles,

1876 
“


George H. Bowman

Abram H. Goodman
1877 
“


George W. Barrell


“
1878 
“



“


‘
1879 
“



“

Robert G. Wilkins
1880 George W. Barrell

Robert G. Wilkins

Oscar Minn
1881 
“


George A. Newell

Albert S. Warner
1882 
“



“


“
1883 George A. Newell

Albert S. Warner

George B. Church
1884 
“



“


“
1885 
“


P. M. Thompson


“
1886 
“



“


“
1887 
“



“


“
1888 
“



“

Robert Clark
1889 
“



“


“
1890 
“



“


“
1891 
“



“


“
1892 
“


Gordon W. Fitch

Irving L’Hommedieu


1893 
“



“


“
1894
“


Orville R. Taylor

Robert Clark
The officers for 1894 are:

George A. Newell, B. H. P.; Orville H. Taylor, king; Robert Clark, scribe; George S. Hutchinson, treasurer; Alph H. Sears, secretary ; James J. Mustill, C. of H.; Irving L'Hommedieu, P. S.; Homer J. Luther, R. A. C.; John G. Rice, Lyman S. Linson Byron V. Botsford, M. of Vs.; Rev. F. S. Dunham, chaplain; John B. Bordwell, organist: R. 0. Smith, tiler.

Alpha-Omega Council No. 71 of Royal and Select Masters.—October 18, 1878, a dispensation was granted by Most Illustrious George M. Osgoodby, grand master, to Robert H. Brown as thrice illustrious master, George W. Barrell as illustrious deputy master, and Albert S. Warner as illustrious principal conductor of the work, to hold a council of Royal and Select Masters at Albion to be known as Alph-Omega Council No. 71. The council was instituted by the grand master on the evening of November 22, 1878, and a warrant was granted by the grand council September 2, 1879. Its ruling officers have been as follows:

Year Master. 


Deputy Master. 

P. C. of W. 



1878 Robert H. Brown, 

George W. Barrell, 

Albert S. Warner

1879
“



“


“ 
1880 
“



“


“
1881
“



“


“
1882 Albert S. Warner

George A. Newell

Alex. Hays
1883 George A. Newell

Alex. Hays

Charles D. Ross
1884
“



“


“
1885
“


Charles D. Ross

Robert R. Wilkins

1886
“



“


“

1887 Charles D. Ross

George S. Hutchison
Irving M. Thompson

1888
“



“


“

1889 George A. Newell


“


“

1890
“



“


“

1891 
“


John Cunningham


“

1892
“


Irving L’Hommedieu


“

1893
“



“


“

1894 Irving L’Hommedieu

James J. Mustill


“

The officers for 1894 are as follows:

Irving L'Hommedieu, T. I. M.; James J. Mustill, I. D. M.; Irving M. Thompson, I. P. C. of W.; Alph H. Sears, recorder; George S. Hutchinson, treasurer; Homer J. Luther, C. of G.; Lyman S. Linson, C. of C.; William D. English, steward ; Rev. F. S. Dunham, chaplain; John B. Bordwell, organist; Arthur Harris, sentinel.

A number of the brethren, residents of Orleans county, have been honored with higher official station beyond the subordinate bodies, as follows:

In Grand Lodge.—
Hon. Henry A. Childs, 
district deputy grand master 1871, commissioner of appeals 1878-1883; 
Hon. Edmund L. Pitts, 
commissioner of appeals 1885-1890; 
George W. Barrel!, 

district deputy grand master 1878; 
Albert S. Warner, 

district deputy grand master 1881; 
George A. Newell, 

grand steward 1882-1883, district deputy grand master 1885-86; 
Charles D. Ross, 

district deputy grand master 18891890; 
Edwin B. Simonds 

district deputy grand master 1894, assistant grand lecturer 1893; 
Edward Posson, 

assistant grand lecturer 1887-1891.

In Grand Chapter.—George A. Newell, grand master of second veil 1889.

In Grand Council —George A. Newell, most illustrious grand master 1894.

Biographies

http://www.archive.org/stream/landmarksofniaga00pool/landmarksofniaga00pool_djvu.txt 

Andrew M. Armstrong, Somerset, one of the enterprising farmers of Somerset, was born on the west shore of the west branch of Keuka Lake in the town of Pultney, Steuben county, July 14, 1839, and is a son of Andrew and Eunice Armstrong. His father was born in Ireland and came to America in an early day and died when Andrew was quite young. His mother was born in Benton, Yates, NY, and died August 7, 1883. Mr. Armstrong clerked in Middleport for William Van Horn for two years, and when eighteen years of age moved on to the farm he now owns, and where he has since resided. December 25, 1872, he married Emma J. Hays of Hartford, and they had two children: Edith M., born April 26, 1875, and Hugh, born December 19, 1884, died May 30, 1891. Mr. Armstrong was elected supervisor of his town in 1883, and served seven years — 1883, 1889, 1890, 1893-96. He is a successful farmer, raising grain, fruit, chickens, blooded cows and horses. Mrs. Armstrong's father died in 1862, aged 62 years. Her mother, who is living with her daughter, was born in the town of Hatfield, Hampshire, MA, in 1803, and is probably the oldest living person in 

Somerset, if not in Niagara county. She is yet hale and hearty, and aside from being slightly deaf, is in full possession of all her faculties. She is the mother of eleven children, all of whom grew to manhood and womanhood. One son, Sidney C. Hays, was a member of the 151st NY Vol. Infantry and was killed at Sailor Creek. The G. A. R. Post at Barker is named after him. The famous Jug Tavern, the first in Somerset, was on Mr. Armstrong's farm, a hollow tree with a five-gallon jug of whiskey. Mr. Armstrong has been a member of Hartland Lodge No. 218, F&AM, since 1864. 
Francis C. Belden, was born at Cleveland, Ohio, 20 Apr 1849, a son of Selahand Martha Putnam Belden. He was educated in the public schools of Illinois and under private tutors. At sixteen years of age he took up telegraphy at Chenoa, 111. Since that time he has served with several leading railroads, rising from telegraph operator to the position of chief operator and train dispatcher, which position he occupied from 1869 to 1875 with the New York Central and Hudson River Railroad Company at Syracuse, N. Y., and from 1875 to 1887 at Niagara Falls, with the same company, and was for years manager of the Western Union Telegraph Company and Bell Telephone Company at Niagara Falls. In 1887 Mr. Belden engaged in the real estate business, which he has followed ever since with great success; he was from 1888 to 1896 a member of the firm of Belden & King, real estate and ticket brokers of Niagara Falls, but is now operating alone. He is a member of Niagara Frontier Lodge No. 132, F. & A. M., of Niagara Chapter No. 200, R. A. M., and Niagara Commandery No. 64, K. T.; also of the A. O. U. W., and is also a Noble of the Mystic Shrine of Ismailia Temple at Buffalo. Mr. Belden has been quite prominent in business and political circles, having served as alderman of the Second ward and member and secretary of the Niagara County Republican General Committee. In December, 1869, Mr. Belden married J. Maude Wright of Duanesburg, NY, and they have one child, a son.
Nathaniel L. Benham was born at Seneca Falls, NY, 15 Oct 1851, and was the third son of John A. Benham, who was a builder and contractor there, and died in Sacramento, CA, in 1890, at the age of seventy. Mr. Benham is a direct descendant of John Benham, who came to this country in 1630 from Plymouth, England, settling at Dorchester, MA. In 1639 John Benham accompanied the colony of Eaton and Davenport to New Haven and was one of the heads of seventy families that constituted that settlement. On the maternal side he is a descendant of Cary Latham, who was one of the founders of New London, CT. Mr. Benham received his education in the public schools of Seneca Falls and later in the Seneca Falls Academy and prepared for college. At the age of seventeen he began teaching school in the town of Seneca Falls, and afterwards was connected with the schools of the village of Seneca Falls for eight years. During this period he had been studying law in the office of J. N. Hammond, at Seneca Falls, and in 1878 he was admitted to the bar of the State of New York. He practiced his profession at Waterloo (the county seat of Seneca county), being the senior partner of the firm of Benham & Rood, until 1880, when he removed to Buffalo. He there engaged in the railroad business with the New York Central Railroad and afterwards in the general eastern freight office of the Michigan Central Railroad. In 1884 he was appointed principal of the Niagara Falls Union School and remained as such until 1891, when he was chosen superintendent of the public schools of the village of Niagara Falls. 
On the organization of the city of Niagara Falls he was continued as superintendent of the city schools. He also is clerk of the Board of Education. He has been for many years a director of the Niagara Permanent Savings and Loan Association, one of the most flourishing local loan associations in the State. He is a Past Master of Niagara Frontier Lodge No. 132, F&AM, and a member of Niagara Chapter No. 200, RAM, and Niagara Commandery No. 64, K. T. In 1886 he married Margaret E. Sheldon of Niagara Falls, by whom he had three children, two of whom, daughters, are living. 
Jessie G. Biggins was born in Cambria, NY, 4 Nov 1869, a son of Jedediah Biggins, born in Canada, January 1, 1837, and Huldah (Swick) Biggins, born in Tompkins county, February 20, 1849. The grandfather of Jesse G., Jedediah Biggins, was born and died in Canada. 
Jedediah Biggins, father of Jesse G., has been a blacksmith since sixteen years of age and worked at his trade in the army. He enlisted August 25, 1862, in the 23d NY Independent Battery and served three years, being discharged July 14, 1865. He is a member of the Ransomville Lodge No. 551, F& AM, and Peter A. Porter Post No. 26, G. A. R. 

Jesse G. Biggins was educated in the common schools and learned the blacksmith trade with his father. In 1893 he came to Wilson, and in 1894 bought of Mr. Markel the shop he now owns, where he carries on a very successful business. He is a Republican and member of the A. F. I. U. of Wilson. February 10, 1891. he married Emma Hayner of Wilson, N. Y. , and they have three children, Pearl, Harry and Ralph H.
Champlin Fletcher Buck, M. D. — This eminent physician and surgeon was born in Lockport, Niagara county. N. Y., October 3, 1861. The foundation of his education was laid in the public schools, supplemented by a thorough course at the De Veaux College in 1879. He began the study of medicine at the New York Homeopathic Medical College, from which he was graduated m 1885 with the degree of M.D. He then spent one year at Ward's Island Hospital, after which he removed to Buffalo and began the practice of his profession. In June, 1892?, he removed to Lockport, where he has since been engaged in the practice of his profession. He is a member of the Homeopathic Medical Society of Western New York, the Lockport Wheelmen, of Red Jacket Lodge, No. 646, F&AM, and the Country Club. June 15, 1890, Dr. Buck was appointed city physician and health officer. Dr. Buck has a collection of some very rare implements of war, which he has displayed in his office, some of which is very valuable. Among the most noted ones, and one that is most prized by him, is an old English shot gun, which is six feet eleven and a half inches in length. There are others from the interior of Africa and the most remote parts of Asia, all of which are very interesting to see. 
Capt. Mighells B. Butler, was born at Phelps, Ontario, NY, 23 Nov 1856, a son of Edgar D. Butler. He attended the public schools of his native town and later De Veaux College, from which institution he was graduated in 1876. He then took a year's course in Harvard College and later became master and commandant of De Veau’s College at Niagara Falls; still later he attended lectures in the College of Physicians and Surgeons of New York city, and in 1881 was graduated from the New York Homeopathic Medical College and practiced medicine in the Hygienic Institute at Geneva for one year. In 1884 he removed to Suspension Bridge, where he formed a partnership with Martin V. Pearson, as M. V. Pearson & Co., and successfully carried on the wholesale and retail grocery business and in 1890 they opened a branch store at Niagara Falls. In 1892 the partnership was dissolved, Mr. Butler retaining as his share of the business the store at Niagara Falls, which he sold out in 1895; in 1893 he established the large department store (of which he is still manager) and in December, 1896, sold out to Hodge Bros., who in turn sold to the present owners, Faxson, Williams & Faxson. In 1881 Captain Butler married Jessie Jackson of Ithaca, and they have three children. Captain Butler is commander of the 42d Separate Company, N. G. N. Y., and a member of Niagara Frontier Lodge No. 132, Free and Accepted Masons and of Niagara Falls Chapter No. 346, BPOE. He is also a trustee of De Veaux College and a member of the Board of Public Works.
James H. Childs, was born in Lewiston, NY, 3 Jul 1843. a son of Sanford and Elizabeth (McGregor) Childs. He was educated in the old Lewiston Academy and his life occupation has been farming, which he has been practically engaged in until 1890 when he was appointed deputy collector of customs, a position he still holds with ability and success. He is a veteran of the war of the Rebellion, enlisting on December 36, 1863, in Company L, 8th N, Y. Heavy Artillery, and serving until the close of the war, being honorably discharged July 10, 1865. He served with the Army of the James and participated in eleven pitched battles, including Spotsylvania, Cold Harbor, North Anna River, Deep Bottom and all the fighting about Petersburg. 

He was wounded at North Anna River and was confined in the hospital for some time. He enlisted as a private, was promoted to corporal and was acting sergeant at the close of the war. He is a member of Mabon Post No. 125 and has been junior vice-commander; he is also a member of the Masonic fraternity, Ransomville Lodge No. 551, and of the Odd Fellows, Sacariss Lodge No. 307, as well as of the A. O. U. W. No. 307. In 1871 Mr. Childs married Helen Schaefer, who died leaving no children, and on February 3, 1875, he married Anna Tisdale and they had five children: Clara, Elizabeth (married Dr. Sheppard of Cattaraugus county), Mary Edna, James Edward, Joseph E. and Howard T. One son, Charles, died June 6, 1889. Mr. Childs has been a life long Republican and cast his first vote for Lincoln (second term) at City Point, Va. He has held several town offices, having been highway commissioner twice, collector and inspector of election. 

William C. Cumro was born in Wilson, 30 Aug 1866, a son of Charles C. and Minnie (Ganshow) Cumro, natives of Germany, who came to Wilson about 1852 without any money and began work in Tonawanda and then worked on a farm for $10 per month. Charles C. first bought ten acres, and at the time of his death, in 1891, was the owner of 360 acres. In 1890 he built a fine residence where William C. now lives. He was a Republican and took active part in politics, and was a delegate to Saratoga at the State Convention. He was one of the prominent men of the town and a member of the German Lutheran church, and assisted in building both churches in the town. He and wife had only one son, William C. Cumro, who was reared on a farm and educated at Wilson Union School and Buffalo Business College, graduating therefrom in 1887. He was for some years engaged with the New York Central Railroad Company, in the freight office at Buffalo, and was with the Saginaw Hardware Company of Saginaw, Mich., as cashier and assistant bookkeeper, but at present is engaged in farming. January 10, 1895, he married Matilda, daughter of Fred Bidel of Wilson, and they had one son, Charles L. Mr. Cumro is a member of Ontario Lodge No. 376, F&AM, and is also a member of the A. F. I. In politics he is a Republican and takes an active part.
Frank Alonzo Dudley, is descended from John Dudley (1), who settled in Guilford, CT, in 1673. The descent from John (1) is Ebenezer (2), Nathaniel (3), Phineas (4), a soldier from Connecticut in the Revolution, who was born in Guilford, and married Ruth Dowd, who had two brothers who were killed in the War for Independence; Phineas (5), who was born in Killingworth, Conn., and married Elizabeth Graves, a great-granddaughter of Governor Webster of Connecticut; and John A. (6). A number of Mr. Dudley's ancestors served in the Colonial and Revolutionary wars, and many of them won distinction in civil life. John A. Dudley, father of Frank A., was born in Guilford Conn., May 4, 1839, came to Western New York when a young man, and on December 20, 1854, married Henrietta, daughter of Ithureal and Candace (Gaskill) Wright, who was born in Lockport, N. Y., December 20, 1832. 

He first settled on a farm in Wilson, Niagara county, where Frank A. was born January 30, 1864, being the third of five children. Soon afterward the family moved to Wisconsin and settled at Whitewater, where Mr. Dudley still lives, and where his wife died January 16, 1887. He spent his active life as a farmer and real estate dealer. Frank A. Dudley was educated at the Wisconsin State Normal School in Whitewater, and when eighteen returned East, locating in Lockport, where he read law with Hon. Joshua Gaskill. He was admitted to the bar in 1886, and m 1887 settled permanently in Niagara Falls, where, in 1888, he formed a co-partnership with Hon. W. Caryl Ely, under the firm name of Ely & Dudley, which still continues as Ely, Dudley & Cohn. Mr. Dudley rapidly rose to a front rank at the bar, and for several years has enjoyed an extensive law business. He is an able lawyer, a man of great energy and perseverance, and has been eminently successful. He is a stockholder and an officer in a number of important business and commercial enterprises of Niagara Falls, including the Electric City Bank, of which he is vice-president; he was early connected with the power development at Niagara, and was one of the incorporators and organizers of the Buffalo and Niagara Falls Electric Railway. In politics he is an active and prominent Republican, and in 1895 and 1896 was elected to the Assembly, where he introduced and championed several bills which became laws. He introduced and had made the law giving the Niagara Falls Hydraulic Manufacturing Company the permanent right to use from the waters of Niagara River sufficient to develop 100,000 horsepower; he also introduced and secured the passage of the graduated inheritance tax bill, designed to equalize the burden of taxation throughout the State. This bill is what is known as the "Dudley tax bill," and was vetoed by Governor Black. He is a Knight Templar Mason, holding membership in Niagara Frontier Lodge, No. 132, F&AM, a member of the order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and is also a member of the Sons of the American Revolution. December 17, 1890, he married Etta, daughter of Wesley Payne and Harriet Ann (Sackett) Brown, of Niagara Falls. Mrs. Dudley is a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution through three great-grand-fathers, Elijah Gilbert, Stephen Pain, and Rufus Butts.
William C. Edwards, was born in London, England, 16 Jan 1851, a son of the late Richard H. Edwards.' He was educated in the public schools of Buffalo, NY, whence his parents had removed in 1851, and when fifteen years of age began learning the hardware business, which he followed for eleven years. In 1877 he entered the employ of the New York Central Railroad Company as a freight brakeman and worked up to the position of passenger conductor, in which capacity he served until 1888, when he entered the insurance business in which he is still actively and successfully engaged. February 11, 1883, he married Carrie A. Widener of Holly, NY, and they have one child, Albertina G. Mr. Edwards is a member of Niagara Frontier Lodge No. 785, F&AM, of Niagara Chapter No. 200, R. A. M., and is one of the charter members of Niagara Commandery No. 64, K. T. He is also a member of Ismailia Shrine of Buffalo, A. A. O. N. M. S. He has been a member of Excelsior Hook and Ladder Company No. 1, of Niagara Falls since 1889, and has been secretary of the Fire Department since 1893 and treasurer since 1892. 
Joseph Emerson, was born in Dunville, Canada, 31 Jan 18fi8, a son of John and Leah Emerson. His father came from England to Canada, when a boy and his mother is a native of Pennsylvania; they were married in Canada, where they have since resided. Joseph Emerson received his education in Dunville, after which he came to Buffalo and worked in a sanitarium in that place for three years. He then came to Newfane and bought a half interest in the Newfane Knitting Mills, with his brother-in-law, Fred Anderson, and continued the partnership for nearly three years (the mill was formerly the old Von Ostrand Woolen Mills, and one of the oldest landmarks in Niagara county), when they formed a stock company known as the Lockport Felt Co., January 36, 1891, composed of the following gentlemen: Fred Anderson, Joseph Emerson, James Jackson, jr., J. Carl Jackson, A. S. Beverly, Augustus H. Ivins and Charles T. Raymond. This company continued for about three years, when Mr. Anderson retired, and the Jacksons are also out of the company and J. H. Eilus has been taken in. They now manufacture felting for paper and pulp mills and sell their goods over eight or nine States, Mr. Emerson being the traveling representative of the firm. October 33, 1891, Mr. Emerson married Chrissie Mae Lettis of Albion, and they have one child, Harold L., born May 39, 1895. Mr. Emerson is a member of Ontario Lodge, Wilson, No. 376, F. & A. M.

Fred H. Ferguson, was born in the town of Newfane 25 Mar 1852. a son of Hiram and Lucretia Ferguson. His father was born in Vermont, November 11, 1811, and came to the town of Newfane in 1822, he being the only man at the time of his death who held an original deed of land in Newfane, from the Holland Purchase. The deed was given January 30, 1838, and is now in the hands of our subject, who owns the homestead at Appleton. When his father bought this farm there had not been a stick cut on it and by frugal industry he cleared the farm and hewed a home out of the wilderness. His mother, Lucretia (Woodward) Ferguson, was born in Phelps, Ontario, 29 Nov 1815, and came to Niagara county in 1831; she was married in 1833, and had six children: A. M., resides in Lockport; D. M., in Osage, IA; Mrs. M. J. Goodspeed, in Waverly, IA; N. P., in Nashua, IA; F. H., and Mrs. A. F. Outwater, in Rochester. Hiram Ferguson died in February, 1890, and his widow in 1896. 

F. H. Ferguson received his early education in the schools of his town and finished at Lockport Union School, after which he engaged in farming. In 188-1 he engaged with E. P. Haynes in the produce and commission business at Appleton and they continued together for two years, when Mr. Haines retired from the firm, and since then Mr. Ferguson has conducted the business alone. He is one of the largest dealers in the county and has handled nearly 60,000 barrels of apples and pears during the past season ; he also handles grain and agricultural implements. In 1879 Mr. Ferguson married Bertha E. Maxwell of Newfane, and they had four children: Fannie, born May 17, 1880; Effie, born in July, 1883; Floss E., born in July, 1884, and A. Maxwell, born in 1887. Mrs. Ferguson died in November, 1894, aged thirty-nine years. She was a Christian lady and with her family was a member of the Baptist church. Mr. Ferguson is a Republican and served as postmaster at Hess Road (now Appleton) under President Grant and President Harrison. He is also a Mason, being a member of Somerset Lodge No. 281 [sic – No. 639], F&AM, of Somerset. 
Gen. Benjamin Flagler, was born in Lockport, NY, 10 Dec 1833, a son of Sylvester Flagler, a prosperous and highly respected farmer of that place. Mr. Flagler was educated in the public schools of Niagara county and at Lockport Union School. After leaving school he remained at home on the farm until 1859, when he entered the Erie Canal collector's office at Lockport, as chief clerk. In 1861 he entered the service of the United States as captain of a company of the 28th NY Volunteers, the first regiment organized in Niagara county at the breaking out of the Civil war. The regiment was ordered to the front and during the battle of Winchester, VA, Captain Flagler was seriously wounded, necessitating his discharge from the service. He returned to his home at Lockport and some time later was appointed inspector of customs at Suspension Bridge, in which capacity he served until 1864. In 1873 he was appointed special deputy collector at the same port and retained that position until 1878, when he was made collector of customs for the district of Niagara, remaining in that office until 1886. January 1, 1895, he was appointed chief of ordnance of the State of New York, on the staff of Governor Morton, with the rank of brigadier-general, and was reappointed to the same position by Governor Black, and is the present incumbent. In 1886 he became one of the organizers of the Bank of Suspension Bridge, of which he was made president and which office he still fills; he was also active in the organization of the Niagara Falls and Suspension Bridge Railroad Company, of which he became president and retained that position until 1890. He is first vice-president and a director of the Niagara Falls Power Company and a director of the Bank of Niagara at Niagara Falls. 
November 9, 1859, he married Martha J. McKnight of the town of Newfane, and they had one son, Sylvester, deceased. General Flagler is a member of Niagara Frontier Lodge No. 133, F&AM, of Niagara Falls, and a thirty-third degree honorary member of the Supreme Council of the Northern Jurisdiction, and has been Grand Master of the State of New York. He is also a member of Dudley Donnelly Post No. 133, G. A. R., of which he was commander for five years. He is also a member of New York Commandery of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion. Politically he was one of the organizers of the Republican party of this State, being a delegate in the first County Convention of the Republican party in Niagara county. 

James M. Foster was born in the town of Yates, Orleans, NY, 20 Nov 1830, a son of James and Willina (Thomas) Foster. He was reared on a farm and educated in the common schools and Genesee Wesleyan Seminary. In 1851 he married Permelia B. Cady and they have four children: Frank L., Emma J., A. Clark, and James R. Mrs. Foster died and in 1863 he married Mary A. Woolson, and they have three children : C. Burt, May E. and William E. In 1866 he removed to Porter and bought 105 acres of land and has since added one hundred acres, and now follows general farming, stock raising and fruit growing. Mr. Foster is an ardent Republican and has been justice of the peace for eight years, supervisor one year and justice of sessions for one year. He is a member and present Master of Ransomville Lodge No. 551, F. & A. M., and is also a Scottish Rite Mason and a member of the lodge at Lockport.
Washington A. Frazer was born 30 Sep 1869, at Lockport, NY, and is a son of John Frazer, a prominent farmer of that place and for many years a justice of the peace. Washington A. Frazer was educated in the Lockport Union schools, and at twenty years of age entered the offices of the superintendent of the Grand Trunk Railroad Company, at Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, as a clerk, remaining there until 1887. At that time he removed to Niagara Falls, NY, and entered the employ of his brother, William A. Frazer, lumber dealer, and was there until 1894, when he established his present business, building a large mill and lumber yard, and has since been successful in all his operations. Mr. Frazer has erected a number of fine residences at Niagara Falls, of which he is the owner, and is also interested in the timber business, at Gore Bay, Ont., Canada. He is an extensive real estate owner, and one of the leading business men of Niagara Falls. He is a member of Niagara Lodge No. 375, F&AM, of Lockport. In 1891 Mr. Frazer was united in marriage with Miss Agnes Preston, of Niagara Falls, Ont, and they have two children, a son and a daughter. Mrs. Frazer is a daughter of Fred J. Preston, the first mayor of Niagara Falls, Ontario.

William Hamblin was born in Vermont, 6 May 1821, a son of Enos and grandson of John Hamblin, who was born in Dutchess county and was a soldier in the Revolutionary war. He was taken prisoner and spent his last days in Wilson. Enos Hamblin was born in Vermont in 1793, was in the war of 1813, and his wife, Susan (Smith) Hamblin, was also born in Vermont; they came to Wilson in 1834, where she died April 30, 1853, and he died August 17, 1870. William Hamblin was reared on a farm and educated in the common schools. He was engaged in the mercantile business for about twenty years, when he bought his farm he now owns of 260 acres and carries on farming and fruit growing. In October, 1841, he married Annie Tower, daughter of Otis Tower, one of the first settlers of Wilson. To Mr. and Mrs. Hamblin were born three children: Eli N., enlisted in the 28th NY Vols.; George O. and Mary (deceased), married L. N. Bradley. Mrs. Hamblin died in 1853 and in 1856 Mr. Hamblin married Amorette E. Wood, and they had one son, Frank W. Mr. Hamblin was first a Democrat, but has been a Republican since Lincoln's second administration ; he has been assessor three 3'ears, railroad town commissioner three years and supervisor of town three years. He assisted in buying the first Masonic Hall and was a charter member of the Lodge, No. 370 [376], F&AM.

Frank J. Hamlin, was born at Milwaukee, WI, 11 Aug 1853, a son of the late George B. Hamlin. He attended the public schools at Niagara Falls, whither his parents had removed, and later took a thorough course in the Bryant & Stratton's Business College at Buffalo, after which he accepted a position as clerk in a large boot and shoe store in Lockport where he remained for seven years. In 1877 he removed to Niagara Falls, and established himself in the tobacco and fancy goods trade, which he followed for thirteen years, when he departed into the coal and wood business in which he still continues to successfully operate. He is a member of Niagara Frontier Lodge No. 133, F&AM, and is a capable and energetic business man, respected by and popular among all classes. 
L. Harwick was born in Caledonia, Livingston, NY, June 3, 1830, a son of Elias Harwick, who spent most of his days in Livingston county, but died in Michigan. L. Harwick was reared on a farm and educated in the common schools. He first engaged in farming, which he followed for several years, and in 1855 came to Ransomville, where he engaged in a general store, dealing in all kinds of machinery and agricultural implements, and also owns fifty-five acres of land. He married Mary A. S. Roberts, and they had three children: Elwin L., Everett A. and Ada M. The sons are in partnership with their father, the firm being known as Harwick & Sons. Mr. Harwick is a Republican and has been constable and collector. He is a Free Mason, member of Ransomville Lodge No. 551. F. & A. M., and has been treasurer of the lodge for about sixteen years. 
Edward P. Haynes, was born at Brookfield, MA, 4 Jul 1831, and is a son of Reuben Haynes, long established in Brookfield as a silver plater and now deceased. Edward P. Haynes attended the public schools at Greenwich, MA, whither his parents had removed in 1835, and at the age of seventeen he entered the Monson Academy (Monson, Mass.), where he remained for three years. He then began life as a farmer, which calling he pursued until 1886, when he removed to Niagara Falls, NY, where he established himself in the retail coal trade in which he is still successfully engaged. He is an extensive property owner and a member of Niagara Frontier Lodge No. 133, F&AM of Niagara Falls. In October, 1857, he married Eliza O. Fay of Barre, MA, and they have two children, Ella L. and Hattie E., living, and one son died, age eighteen years.
John Hodge was born in Jefferson county, NY, 13 Jan 1837, and settled in Lockport when it was still a village. He for a short time studied law, but the inherent business qualities of his nature led to his becoming connected with the Merchant's Gargling Oil Company, of which corporation he became secretary and sole manager. Energetic and conservative in character, he by his own efforts accumulated a fortune which lie largely employed in building up his adopted city, and in the promotion of religious and educational institutions. The Hodge Opera House, which was erected by him, was destroyed by fire soon after its completion, but was rebuilt by him and at the present time is one of the handsomest business blocks in Lockport. The Lockport Water Supply Company, the Lockport Street Railroad Company, of both of which he was president, the Lockport and Buffalo Railroad Company, of which he was treasurer, and numerous other enterprises availed themselves of his invincible energy, capacity for organization and prompt decision. His financial responsibility, integrity of character and executive ability led those who knew him to call his services into requisition to an almost unlimited extent. He was nine years president of the Lockport Board of Education; for several years treasurer of the Order of A. O. U. W., and the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Masons of this State during the last year of his life. In the full activity of business he was ever responsive to demands for charity and most generous in his benefactions. His untimely death, which took place August 7, 1895, was an irreparable loss not only to his widow, but to the entire community of the city to whose interests he was so devoted. 
For a more extensive biography of Grand Master Hodge see the Appendix and the end of this present work.

Walter D. Hough, M. D., was born at Newfane, NY, 13 Oct 1858, and is a son of Torrence and Jane (Wolverton) Hough, he a farmer of that section, now retired and a resident of Niagara Falls. Dr. Hough was educated m the public schools of Newfane and in the Lockport Union School. At nineteen years of age he entered the New York Homeopathic College, from which he was graduated in 1881, and later he took a course in the Long Island College Hospital at Brooklyn and was graduated therefrom in 1883. During the following year he practiced his profession in New York city, and in 1884 came to Niagara Falls, where he at once entered into the active and successful practice of medicine. He is a member of the Western New York Homeopathic Medical Society, of the New York State Homeopathic Medical Society and of the American Institute of Homeopathy; he is also a member of Niagara Frontier Lodge No. 132, F&AM. September 12, 1883, he married Ella L. Haynes of Newfane, and they have one daughter, Florence Genevieve, born August 29, 1884. Mrs. Hough is the daughter of Edward and Eliza (Fay) Haynes of Niagara Falls. 

William Q. Huggins, M.D., is a son of William AV. and Elmira (Pitt) Huggins, and was born at Mount Morris, N. Y., August 9, 1840. He was educated at Nunda, Dansville and Temple Hill, and in 1861 was graduated from the Cincinnati Medical College. On April 15, 1861, he enlisted as a private in the 1st N. Y. Light Artillery, and when his term of ninety days had expired he re-enlisted and served until the close of the war. He participated in all the battles of the Peninsula, second Bull Run, Antietam, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg and Lookout Mountain, was wounded five times, and was once taken prisoner, but escaped from Cohaba prison and made his way back to the Union lines. He was promoted to the captaincy of his company, and in 1865, after a long and meritorious service, was honorably discharged. 

Soon after the war he resumed his medical studies, was graduated from the University of Buffalo in 18T0, and in the same year settled in Sanborn. Niagara county, where he has ever since resided and successfully practices his profession. Dr. Huggins became a fellow of the New York State Medical Association November 19, 1885; he is a member of the American Medical and Tri-Republic Health Associations, the State Board of Health, the AOUW, and several other scientific, social and college societies. He is secretary of the US Pension Board of Examining Surgeons of Niagara county, has served as county coroner for seven years, and for fourteen years has been commander of Mabon Post, G. A. R., of Sanborn. He is also a prominent 32o Mason and a member of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine.
Walter Jones, was born at Sweden, Oxford, ME, 15 Jan 1851, a son of the late Simeon H. Jones. He attended the public schools of his native town until fifteen years of age, when his parents removed to Fryeburg, E, where he entered the Fryeburg Academy and remained until 1870. In that year he began studying civil engineering in the office of Garbutt & Wood, of Boston, MA, with whom he remained for five years. In 1877 he removed to Niagara Falls, and in company with Stephen M. Allen organized the Niagara Wood Paper Company, of which company he was made president and general manager and retained that position until 1893. At this date he resumed his business as civil engineer and was in the same year appointed assistant city engineer of Niagara Falls, acting in that capacity for two years. In 1894 he formed a partnership with A. H. Porter, as Porter & Jones, and has since enjoyed a large and lucrative business. He is Past Master of Niagara Frontier Lodge No. 183, F&AM, past high priest of Niagara Chapter No. 200, RAM, and eminent commander of Niagara Commandery No. 64, K. T., and is at present district deputy grand master of the Twenty-fourth Masonic District, State of New York. August 15, 1875, he married Lucy C. Walker of Lovell, Me. 

Charles N. Markle was born in Wilson, 28 Jan 28, 1860, a son of John G. and Caroline (Wuste) Markle, natives of Germany. John G. Markle was born in Germany, Decembers, 1821, and immigrated to America in 1854, settling in Orange county, NY, and in 1856 came to Wilson, where he followed his trade, that of wagonmaker, until 1895, when he retired. October 1, 1849, he married Caroline Wuste, and they had three children: John G., of the US Army, aged forty-six; Denie A., teacher in the Torrington (Conn.) High School, and Charles N. (as above). 

Mr. Markle is a Republican and has been trustee and treasurer of the village of Wilson eleven years, trustee of schools six years, eight years trustee of Greenwood Cemetery, and overseer of the poor four j-ears. He was instrumental in collecting most of the money for the new Methodist Episcopal church, and was class leader and steward for over twenty-five years. Mrs. Markle was born in January, 1821. 

Charles N. was educated in Wilson, and began his business life as a clerk in Buffalo, from there he went to Lockport, and in April, 1881, moved to Wilson, where be engaged in business in which he has been very successful, now having the largest store of general merchandise in town. In politics he is a Republican, and has held the office of town clerk for ten years; he held the office of overseer of the poor for two years, was trustee and clerk of the village for nine years, has been clerk and trustee of the Board of Education for six years, and a member of the Presbyterian Society and trustee of the church. He is now secretary and treasurer and one of the directors in the Wilson Creamery, and trustee and Worshipful Master of Ontario Lodge No. 376, F&AM, a member of Twelve Mile Tent, K. O. T. M., member of the American Fraternal Insurance Organization, and also a member of the village Board of Health. April 29, 1885, he married Carrie M. Darling of Lockport, daughter of Horace S. Darling of Newfane, and they have one daughter, Grace D., born February 8, 1886. Mr. Markle is financial agent for the American Express Company, and is a young business man of great popularity and future promise. 
George T. McComb, son of George and Mary Ann McComb, was born in Lockport, NY, 1 May 1856. His father was Scotch and his mother English, George McComb came to Lockport about 1826 and first settled on the Coomer road, and later removed to Lockport city, where both he and his wife died in 1881. He was an architect and builder, served as alderman for a time, and became a prominent Odd Fellow. His children were William E., cashier of the National Exchange Bank of Lockport; Frederick J., a wholesale grocer of Denver, Col.; and George T., of Lockport. George T. McComb at an early age entered the National Exchange Bank of Lockport, and served four years as clerk and eight years as bookkeeper. He was then for eight years the paying and receiving teller of the Niagara County National Bank of the same city, and later took an extended trip to Europe, Asia and Africa and over this country. Returning home he engaged in 1893 in the wholesale produce commission business, in which he still continues, having branch offices in New York and Boston, and exporting large quantities of produce to Europe. He is the heaviest dealer in this line in Western New York. Mr. McComb is noted as an antiquarian, and has one of the largest collections of autographic letters in America. He also has a large collection of relics relating to the wars and much history bearing upon Niagara and this part of the State. He is a member of Red Jacket Lodge, Ames Chapter, and Bruce Council of Masons of Lockport, was for two years vice-president of the New York State Association of Hay and Grain Dealers, and has al\va5'S been an active and honored citizen and an influential factor in politics. 
Rankin McMullin was born at Syracuse, NY, 27 Aug 1831, a son of Rankin R. McMullin, deceased. He attended the Lockport and Lewiston public schools and began his busmess career in the hardware trade at Lockport. He spent a number of years in travel, having, in 1859 with a companion, walked from Leavenworth, KS, to San Francisco, CA, and ended that trip with two years in the California mines. In 1861 he enlisted in the US Army in the 4th Regiment of California Volunteers, and served until the close of the war. In June, 1866, he returned to New York State, settling at Suspension Bridge and was appointed in the same year a deputy collector of customs, which office he filled for four years. In 1872 he again went to California, but returned to Niagara Falls in 1877, when he was made a gatekeeper at Prospect Park, and upon the purchase by the State of New York of that property, he was made one of the State Reservation Police, which position he now holds. Mr. McMullin is a member of Niagara Falls Lodge No. 132, F&AM, and Niagara Chapter No. 200, RAM, and is a member of Dudley Donnelly Post, G. A. R.

Capt. Charles V. Mesler, who served with distinction in the late Civil war and is now one of the leading business men of Gasport and a prominent and influential citizen of Niagara county, is a son of Absalom and Sallie M. (Wyman) Mesler, and was born in the town of Barrie, Orleans, NY, 12 Oct 1836. His great-grandfather, Abraham Mesler, was a native of Holland and settled first on Manhattan Island and later removed to Morris county, NJ, where he died. He married Miss Covert, by whom he had a large family, one of whom was Bergen Mesler (grandfather), who was born on Staten Island January 4, 1759, moved with his father to New Jersey, and in 1822 returned to New York, locating in Seneca county. In the following year he removed to the town of Hartland, Niagara county, where he died July 15, 1824. He was a farmer and carpenter, an old-time Whig in politics and a member of the Baptist church; he was a soldier in the Revolutionary war, serving directly under General Washington, and also served for a time in the war of 1812. 

He married Mary Cooper, by whom he had thirteen children, ten sons and three daughters. Absalom Mesler (father) was born in the town of Chester, Morris county, NJ, October 3, 1812, and came to Niagara county with his parents. He moved to the then village of Lockport in 1835, and entered the employ of Eli Bruce, then deputy sheriff and afterward elected sheriff, being the second man to occupy that office after the formation of Niagara county. In the spring of 1826 Mr. Mesler removed to the town of Cambria, where he engaged in farming for two years and then went to St. Catherine's, Canada, and from there came to where the Catholic College now stands, between Lewiston and Niagara Falls. He lived at a number of other places during the next seventeen years, after which he resided near Royalton Center for twenty years. In 1868 he removed to Gasport, where he is still living at an advanced age. Here, in partnership with his son, Charles V., he engaged in the commission business, handling all kinds of produce and agricultural machinery. In 1887 Mr. Mesler practically retired from business and his son, Merrill A., assumed control and has since successfully conducted the enterprise. Mr. Mesler is a Republican in politics and married Sallie M., daughter of Samuel Wyman, August 22. 1833, by whom he had a family of eight children; Candis R., married Nelson Thompson (deceased); Charles V. (the subject); William M., married Lizzie Miller, resides in Michigan; Augusta, married Oliver J. Brunson, a farmer in Hartland; Samuel, married Helen Babcock, a commission merchant at Gasport; Sarah, married John Jenkins of Middleport (deceased), and Merrill, married and in business at Gasport. 

Capt. Charles V. Mesler was educated principally by his own efforts; he improved every opportunity that came within his reach and applied himself diligently to such books as he could procure. He attended Leoni College in Michigan for two terms, and at Adrian College three terms, but at the breaking out of the Civil war laid down his books and enlisted, April 19, 1861 as a private in Co. K, 1st Michigan Infantry, for three months. While in camp at S(h)ooter's Hill, VA, in the latter part of June, 1861, he was attacked by typhoid pneumonia and sent first to the Infirmary at Washington, and from there to the General Hospital at Annapolis, Md. After regaining his health be joined his company, In it was soon poisoned by eating cake bought of a female huckster, and only saved by the prompt and energetic efforts of the surgeon in charge. He was mustered out at Ft. Wayne, Detroit. Mich., August 7, 1861, but immediately returned to Niagara county and re-enlisted at Lockport in Co. B, 105th NY Infantry. At Front Royal, Va., he again suffered from typhoid pneumonia and was placed in the General Hospital at Alexandria, and as soon as able he reported to headquarters for duty. In the second battle of Bull Run, August 30. 1861, he was wounded by a ball in the ankle and was also injured at South Mountain and at Gettysburg; later he was again wounded in front of Petersburg, but in a few days joined his company and on the Weldon Railroad was taken prisoner and sent to Danville, where he remained in captivity for six months, during that time being prostrated with rheumatism. He was appointed orderly sergeant of his company February 10, 

1862, and commissioned second lieutenant September 30, following; he was promoted to be first lieutenant November 25, 1863, and received a captain's commission January 1, 1865; later was brevetted colonel by the governor of the State and mustered out at Albany, NY, July 38, 1865. When the war was over Captain Mesler returned to Gasport and engaged in the commission business for some years with his father; later he became a dealer in coal, lumber and phosphate at Gasport, which business he has since conducted very successfully. In 1867 Captain Mesler married Hattie E. Drake, daughter of Caleb Drake of Gasport, and to them have been born three children: Frank M., May H. and Mattie D. In politics Captain Mesler is an ardent Republican, giving his party an active, energetic and influential support. In 1867 he was appointed postmaster of Gasport, which office he held for nineteen consecutive years; he is now, and has been for sixteen years, a notary public. He is a member of Cataract Lodge No. 94, Ancient Order of United Workmen, at Gasport, and has held all the offices in the lodge, and is a charter member of Lodge No. 787, F&AM, at Gasport. In April, 1864, in accordance with General Order No. 49, Adjutant-General's office. Captain Mesler, then lieutenant, was given a thirty-five days' furlough to enlist veterans for the war — a lucky prize granted to but few. 
George L. Moote, was born in Porter, 10 Dec 1830, a son of Jacob and Eunice (Simmons) Moote, he born in Germany and she in Montgomery county, NY, and of English descent. Jacob Moote came from Germany with his parents when a mere child to Canada. During the war of 1812 he was drafted into the British service and refusing to fight was put into prison and at the time it was burned, escaped and immigrated to Montgomery county, NY , thence to Porter and settled on the farm Geo. L. now owns, where he died in 1854. He was one of the prominent men of the town and at one time owned considerable property, about 260 acres. He and his wife were Methodists and were very active and assisted largely in building a number of churches in Niagara county as well as his own. Geo. L. Moote was reared on a farm and educated at Wesleyan Seminary at Lima, N. Y. He was in the mercantile business at Wilson for five years, but farming has been his principal occupation and now owns 300 acres of land. He is a Democrat in politics and in 1874 was elected county clerk and served three years and has been a candidate for a number of county offices, but was defeated, the county being Republican. He is a member of Ontario Lodge No. 376, F. & A. M., and was a member of the I. O. O. F. at Wilson. He was married in November, 1850, to Zermah Wilson, and they had four children; Glenn E., Ernest H., Nellie D. and Adelbert (deceased).

Stephen H. Morris was born in Porter, 15 Dec 1841, a son of Elisha and Margaret (Baker) Morris. Elisha Morris was born in Canada and came with his parents to Porter, where he was a farmer and lumberman. He built the second saw mill that was built in Tonawanda in 1849; he died in 1857 and his widow in 1896. Stephen H. Morris was reared on a farm and educated in the common schools. He is a farmer and has 163 acres in Wilson; for four years he was in partnership with Mr. Dwight in the lumber business in Wilson, under the firm name of Morris & Dwight. In 1891 he dissolved partnership and came to Ransomville and engaged in the lumber business, where he has been very successful. In politics Mr. Morris is a Democrat, but not an aspirant to office. He is a Free Mason, a member of Ransomville Lodge No. 551, F&AM, and is senior warden. In 1867 he married Ellen F. Lutts, and they have two children: Garnet, of Syracuse, and Beatrice at home. The grandfather of Stephen Morris was Robert Morris, who came from Wales during the Revolutionary war and enlisted as soon as he came and was wounded three times.
Hiram D. Munson, was born at Bowmansville, Ontario, Canada, 11 Aug 11, 1836, a son of Truman M. Munson, a shipbuilder, now deceased. He worked his way through boarding school at Buffalo, whither his parents had removed during his infancy, and early in life learned the nursery business, which he has always followed. In 1867 he removed to Grand Island, where he bought a farm and carried on fruit growing and the nursery business for ten years, and then removed to La Salle, engaging in fruit growing. January 13, 1853, he married Mary Dickinson of Buffalo. Mr. Munson has practically retired from active business and now lives a quiet life respected by all. In politics he was been an ardent Republican, and served the town of Grand Island as assessor. He was a member of Frontier Lodge No. 133, F&AM, of Niagara Falls and of the La Salle Lodge No. 17, A. O. U. W.
John F. Neff, Jr. was born at Niagara Falls, NY, 25 Jun 1864, a son of the late John F. Neff. He attended the public schools of his native town and at the age of sixteen, entered upon an active career in the freight offices of the Rome, Watertown & Ogdensburg Railroad Company at Suspension Bridge, where he remained until that road was consolidated with the New York Central Railroad in 1891. In April, 1893, he was appointed chief clerk in the freight offices of the consolidated roads and is still an incumbent of that office. December 11, 1895, Mr. Neff married Miss Hassenfiue of Cleveland, O. Mr. Neff is a worthy and trusted official and is a member of the Niagara River Lodge, F&AM.
E(li). S. Nichols was born in Niagara county, NY, 24 Jun 1835, a son of the late Hezekiah W. Nichols. He attended the public schools and when eighteen years of age engaged in business at Lockport, where he remained until 1863, at which time he entered the United States army as second lieutenant in the 8th NY Heavy Artillery (otherwise known as the 129th NY Volunteers) and served in several brilliant campaigns, being promoted to a captaincy, with which rank he was mustered out of service in July 1865. He returned to Lockport in that year and engaged in the dry goods trade until 1870, when he was appointed a clerk in the custom house and later, in 1878, was made special deputy collector at the port of Niagara Falls. January 30, 1867, he married Frances Harwood of Lockport, and they have two children, Winifred G. and Harwood S. Mr. Nichols is a member of Red Jacket Lodge No. 646, F&AM, of Lockport, and has been quartermaster of Dudley Donnelly Post, G. A. R., since 1879, the time of its organization. 

John E. Noblett was born in County Carlow, Ireland, 26 Feb 1847, a son of John B. Noblett, a farmer, who came to America in 1848, settling at Buffalo, and who died in Virginia in 1889. John E. Noblett was educated in the public schools at Buffalo, and at the age of sixteen years entered the ship yards of Mason & Bidwell of Buffalo, where he learned carpentering and joining and remained until 1868, at which time he removed to Attica, N. Y., and engaged in business as a contractor and builder until 1886. In that year he was appointed deputy collector of customs at Niagara Falls, and filled that office until 1891, when he took the contract for the rebuilding of the Erie Railroad depot and sheds at Suspension Bridge, which were burned in 1890; he has since followed his trade of contractor and builder successfully. Mr. Noblett was the last trustee of the village of Suspension Bridge before its incorporation with Niagara Falls village as a city, and also served as alderman for two years. He is a member of Niagara Frontier Lodge No. 785, F&AM, and the Elks, BPOE, No. 346, of Niagara Falls. December 8, 1869, he married Anna C. Kaiser of Lancaster, N. Y., and they have two children: Eugene C. and John A. 
George Pettit was born in Galloway, Saratoga, NY, 6 Feb 1825, a son of Thomas and Martha Pettit. Thomas Pettit was born in Claverack, Columbia county, and Martha, his wife, was born in Greenfield, Saratoga county. They lived and died in Saratoga county, where he was an extensive farmer and miller; they had ten sons and five daughters. He died February 3, 1826, and his widow March 9, 1843. George Pettit was reared on a farm and educated in the common schools and Wilson Collegiate Institute, He came to Wilson when a young man of seventeen years and worked on a farm for a short time, when he purchased himself a farm and now owns 130 acres in Wilson, where he now resides. He was engaged in the mercantile business for four years and was engaged as commercial traveler, selling to wholesale trade for twenty years. In politics he has been a Republican since 1856 and was postmaster under Fillmore. He is a member of Ontario Lodge No. 376, F&AM, and Chapter No. 511, RAM; also several of the minor lodges. 
February 6, 1850, he married Anna L. Pease, daughter of Enoch Pease (see biography of A. Douglas Pease), and they had two children: Grace 1., a graduate of St. Joseph's Academy and married E. H. Moote, a cabinet maker in Pullman Car Works, who died November 17, 1894; and Lizzie M., wife of Ira Brown. Mr. Moote was a son of George L. Moote and grandson of Jacob Moote, who came from Germany to Porter in an early day, where he lived and died. George L. Moote married Zermah Wilson, daughter of Luther, son of Reuben Wilson, the man from whom the village of Wilson was named. Mr. Pettit's grandfather, Seth Pettit, was born in New York city and was an only child of his father, whose home was in New York city. He married and went to sea and was never heard of. His son, born and named Seth, was the starting of this branch of the Pettit family and was the father of fourteen children, most of whom had large families. 
Wilson M. Pettit, M. D., was born in the village of Wilson, Niagara, NY, 6 Apr 1852. In 1875 he began the study of medicine in the office of Doctors Bishop and Evans, and was graduated from the New York Homoeopathic Medical College in 1879. He immediately began the practice of his profession in Lockport, where he has since resided and carried on a very successful business. On June 26, 1889, he married Emma Hollenbeck of Shawnee, Niagara, NY, and they had four children: Harold, May, Hazel and Margaret. He was a prominent member of Red Jacket Lodge No. 646, F&AM, the Select Knights, Empire Knights of Relief, the Safety Fund Insurance Society, and of Cataract Lodge No. 54, IOOF. He is also serving a second term as member of the Local Board of Health.

George William Perrigo, was born in Hulburton, Orleans, NY, 12 Sep 1840, and came to Wilson with his parents in March, 1855. His parents, William and Elizabeth H. (Pratt) Perrigo, were both born in Murray, Orleans county, whence they came to Wilson, his father to engage in the foundry business. In l865 the business was sold to Barnum, Wilson & Co. His father then engaged in the grocery business and later sold that to John Monk, and is now residing in Allegan, Mich., engaged with two of his sons as manufacturing chemists; he is now eighty-one years old and enjoying good health. Elizabeth H Perrigo, the mother, died in August, 1894, aged seventy-four years. George W. Perrigo was educated at Wilson Collegiate Institute. After completing his education he went into business with his father in the foundry until they sold out; he then engaged in the insurance business for a number of years. When the evaporating of fruits was begun as an industry he started his first evaporator in the fall of 1880, and has run one or more every year since, and is now the only one engaged in the business who commenced when that industry was in its infancy in this town. In 1891 he engaged in the hardware business, and now occupies a building 20 by 40 feet, two stories high. Mr. Perrigo is a Republican in politics and has never failed of casting his ballot for the nominees of his party at every general election. He is a member of Ontario Lodge No. 376, F&AM. April 26, 1864, he married Mary E. Davis of Wilson, NY, and they had six children: Sarah A., Elizabeth A., William G., Walter L. (deceased), Henry L. and Mabel A. Mrs. Perrigo was the daughter of Nathaniel and Sarah (Holmes) Davis. Nathaniel Davis came to Wilson with his parents, Ebenezer and Mary (Payne) Davis, about 1820. In 1829 he married Sarah Holmes, daughter of Daniel and Sally (Taylor) Holmes; they lived on a farm just south of the village of Wilson most of their married life, and reared a family of nine children; two sons died in the war of the Rebellion. Mrs. Sarah (Holmes) Davis died at the Davis homestead in October, 1864, and Mr. Davis died in April, 1883; they were both members of the Presbyterian church of Wilson.
John S. Pierce, was born at Niagara Falls, NY, 10 Mar 1827, a son of the late Sullivan Pierce of that place. John S. Pierce was educated in the public schools of Niagara Falls, and at Rochester; at the age of seventeen he began an active business career which has extended over nearly forty years. He has been engaged in numerous business enterprises, the most important among them being the building of the inclined railway at Suspension Bridge, which descends the river bank at the Whirlpool Rapids. He was for three years a deputy collector in the United States Custom House and served the village of Niagara Falls as chief of the police department for ten years, as well as having been superintendent of the village for a number of years and trustee for two years. He is an extensive property owner and a highly respected and honored citizen. In 1854 Mr. Pierce married Laura Smith of Rochester, and they have had five children, only two of whom, Maurice H. and Carlton Pierce of Niagara Falls, survive. Mr. Pierce is the second oldest native citizen of Niagara Falls and is now retired from business. He has always been a staunch Democrat. He is a member of Niagara Frontier Lodge No. 132, F&AM, and is one of the oldest Masons in the county.
W. T. Pool, was born on the old Pool homestead in Lewiston, Niagara, NY, 19 Feb 1854, and has always resided on the old place. He is known as a successful farmer and public man. He has been justice of the peace three terms, serving from 1884 to 1895, and was elected supervisor m 1891, since which date he has been continuously re-elected, his present term running into 1898, and is now chairman of the Board of Supervisors. He has served on town and county committees, and was employed in the Constitutional Convention of 1894. He is also a member of the A. O. U. W. and of the Ransomville Lodge No. 551. In 1878 Mr. Pool married Hetty Bradlee, who died April 15, 1896, leaving two daughters, L. Evelyn and Ada E. Mr. Pool has always looked closely after the interests of this town in a public way and stands high with the best men of the county. 
New York Red Book:
http://books.google.com/books?id=qIoaAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA39&dq=%22red+jacket+Lodge+No.+646%22&cd=4#v=onepage&q=%22red%20jacket%20Lodge%20No.%20646%22&f=false page 39.

Cuthbert W. Pound, Counsel to the Governor, of Ithaca, NY, was born in Lockport, NY, 20 Jun 1864. Mr. Pound received his education in the schools of the city of Lockport and at Cornell University. After leaving college, he studied law in the office of his brother, the Hon. John E. Pound, of Lockport, NY, and was admitted to the bar in June, 1886. He has always been a Republican in politics. He was Deputy County Clerk of Niagara county for a short time under the Hon. John A. Merritt, but on January 1, 1887, he was taken into partnership by his former preceptor, and was engaged in the active practice of the law as a member of the firm of John E. & Cuthbert W. Pound, until the fall of 1895, when lie was made Professor of Law in Cornell University. He thereupon removed to Ithaca, and has since then been engaged in giving instruction in the law of Crimes, Evidence, Partnership and Corporations, and Constitutional Law, as a member of the faculty of the Cornell University College of Law.

Mr. Pound was City Attorney of Lockport, NY, for the years 1888 -91. In the fall of 1893 he was elected State Senator for the then Twenty-ninth Senate district, consisting of the counties of Niagara, Orleans, Livingston, Genesee, and Wyoming. As Chairman of the Committee on Privileges and Elections, he took a leading part in the investigation of election frauds at Gravesend. He served on the celebrated Lexow Committee to investigate the government of New York city, introduced the present Compulsory Education Law, and was an active member of the Judiciary Committee.

Mr. Pound was appointed State Civil Service Commissioner by Governor Roosevelt in June, 1900, to succeed the Hon. Willard A. Cobb, deceased. His nomination was sent to the Senate by Governor Odell in January, 1901, and was confirmed without reference to a committee. In June, 1903, Mr. Pound became President of the Commission to succeed the Hon. Win. Miller Collier, who had resigned as Commissioner to accept a position as Assistant U. S. Attorney-General.

Mr. Pound is a member of Red Jacket Lodge No. 646, F. & A. M., Ithaca Lodge of Elks, the Royal Arcanum, the Cornell Chapter of Delta Kappa Epsilon, the American Historical Society, and other clubs and societies. At the beginning of 1905 Mr. Pound resigned his office of Civil Service Commissioner, and accepted the even more responsible post of Counsel to Governor Higgins.

Lorenzo N. Pratt, was born in Wilson, NY, 3 Jun 1833, a son of Calvin, a son of Nathan Pratt, a native of Vermont, who came to Wilson in a very early day and took up land, where he lived and died. Calvin Pratt took up 100 acres on the town line and also had 100 acres in another location. His wife was Samantha, daughter of Joseph Hawks, one of the first settlers of Wilson; she was a teacher there for many years. He died in 1883 and his widow in 1885. Lorenzo N. Pratt was reared on a farm and educated in Wilson Collegiate Institute, and has always been a farmer in Wilson. In 1850 he married Mary J. Stickles of Newfane, and they had four children; Annette (deceased), Glenn, Jennie and Calvin (deceased). Mr. Pratt is a member of Ontario Lodge No. 376, F&AM, and of the Peter Porter Post No. 126, G. A. R. In 1861 he enlisted in Co. M, 1st N. Y. Artillery, and served three years and nine months. He rode one horse two years and brought him home with him to his farm and used him until 1895, when he was thirty-two years old ; Mr. Pratt then buried him on the old homestead and on his grave waves the red, white and blue. 

He was with Sherman while on the march to the sea; his position was bugler and he was in nineteen general engagements: Gettysburg, Antietam, Winchester, Army of Potomac; Army of Cumberland, Siege of Atlanta, Siege of Savannah, Peach Tree Creek, Bentonville, Resaca Campaign and at Chattanooga, was one of the first that went into Atlanta, Lookout Mountain, Slaughter's Mountain, Edenburg and many skirmishes. Mr. Pratt is a Republican and has served as assessor for three years. 

PRATT, LORENZO N. — Battery M, 1st NY Light Artillery; Age, 27 years. Enlisted, November 15, 1861, at Rochester; mustered in as private, Battery M, November 15, 1861, to serve three years; re-enlisted, February 6, 1864; appointed bugler, date not stated; mustered out with battery, June 23, 1865, at Rochester, NY. [His diary is extant].
Albert H. Reed was born in Somerset, Niagara, NY, 13 Jul 1840, a son of Orson V. and Elizabeth (Breckon) Reed. Orson V. was born in Allegheny county, NY, March 14, 1814, and Elizabeth in England February 16, 1816. Orson V. Reed was a carpenter and joiner and died in 1886; his widow died in 1896. Albert H. Reed was reared on the farm and educated in the common schools. At fourteen years of age he began working at the carpenter's trade with his father, which he followed for several years, and then engaged in farming. He moved to Suspension Bridge in 1883, where he was superintendent of the whirlpool for two years, then foreman in the sash and blind factory of C. H. Turner two years, and in 1888 came to Wilson where he engaged in the furniture and undertaking business. In politics he is a Republican, and is now treasurer of the village and was town clerk four years. He is a member and Past Master of Ontario Lodge No. 376, F&AM. In 1859 he married Phebe C. Hoag of Niagara county, and they had one daughter, Esther L., who married Walter S. Hill, and has two children, Claud A. and Mabel M. Esther L. Hill died in 1893.
Hon. William Richmond, was born in Worcestershire, England, 6 Oct 1847, a son of John Richmond, a miller of that section, who came to America in 1863, settling at Oswego, NY. William Richmond received his education at a private school in England, and removed with his parents to America in 1863. In 1868 he entered the employ of his uncle, James Richmond, an extensive manufacturer of milling machinery at Lockport, and upon the decease of his uncle in 1873, he succeeded to the business and has since carried it on successfully. In 1881 he formed a stock company of which he became president and since that year the business has been controlled by that company. In 1895 Mr. Richmond was appointed by President Cleveland to collector of the port at Niagara Falls. Mr. Richmond was prominent in politics in the city of Lockport, having been elected alderman of the First ward in 1881, serving until 1883, when he was elected mayor of the city and served in that capacity until 1884. In 1889 he was elected alderman of the Third ward and held that office for two years; and in the same year, 1889, was elected to the Board of Education and served until 1895. He was president of the Board of Water Works from 1884 to 1887 and was president of the Lockport Business Men's Association for a number of years prior to his removal to Niagara Falls. He was a member of Niagara Lodge No. 375, F&AM, since 1869 and a member of the Royal Arcanum since 1883, at Lockport. October 13, 1870, he married Mary McGill of Lockport, daughter of William and Mary (Prentice) McGill, and they had three sons and two daughters.
William P. Russell, M. D., was born 17 Dec 1861, in Niagara Falls, NY, and is the eldest son of Edward E. Russell, a prominent druggist of that city. He was educated in the public schools of Niagara Falls, and when seventeen years old entered the drug store of Hiram E. Griffith, with whom he remained five years, learning the business and becoming a licensed pharmacist. In 1883 he entered the medical department of the University of New York City, from which he received the degree of M. D. in 1885, and immediately afterward he took a post-graduate course at the same institution. In 1886 Dr. Russell returned to Niagara Falls and at once entered upon the successful practice of his profession, and in 1895 built himself a handsome residence in the north part of the city. He is a rising young physician and surgeon, and has already filled a number of offices under the village and city, being health officer of the former in 1888 and 1889 and now (1897) physician to the poor in the second district of the latter. He was appointed a member of the first board of examiners in midwifery in Niagara county and served two years. He is a member of the Niagara Falls Academy of Medicine, of Niagara Frontier Lodge, No. 132, F. & A. M., and of several other organizations, and for a number of them acts as medical examiner. May 15, 18S9 he married Ida A. Fales, eldest and only surviving daughter of the late Marshall Fales of Cayuga Island, La Salle, Niagara county. 
Charles W. Seeley was born in Schoharie county, NY, 19 Feb 1828. a son of Daniel and Sally (Green) Seeley. Mr. Seeley came to Montgomery county and was engaged in the mercantile business at East Creek, also at Ovid, where he was deputy sheriff for four years, and spent his last days in Wilson as a merchant. He was a Democrat and held the office of justice of the peace for one term. He was a member of Ontario Lodge No. 376, F&AM, and of the IOOF. In 1858 he married Caroline A., daughter of Capt. Sylvester Parsons. To Mr. Seeley and wife were born two children, Fred Parsons, educated at Wilson Academy and Poughkeepsie Commercial College and has for some time been employed in the railroad office at Buffalo and Niagara Falls; and Nettie Emerson, wife of Frank B. Martin of Wilson. They have one child, Jackson S. Mr. Seeley died January 24, 1891. 
George G. Shepard was born at Niagara Falls, NY, 16 Nov 1865, a son of the late William Shepard. He was educated in the public schools and De Veaux College at Niagara Falls, and when eighteen years of age entered the employ of the Cataract Bank as a runner, but soon rose to the position of assistant cashier, which office he filled until 1893. In December, 1894, Mr. Shepard became identified with the Electric City Bank as its cashier and still retains that position. November 15, 1890, he married Edith Pfeiffer and they have one child, Marion. Mr. Shepard is a member of Niagara Frontier Lodge No. 133, F&AM, of Niagara Chapter No. 200, RAM, and has been a member of the 43d Separate Co., NGNY, since 1889, and second lieutenant since January, 1897. 
Hart Slocum was born at Cambria, NY, 9 Mar 1848, a son of William P. Slocum (deceased). He received a public school education in the schools of his native town, and at seventeen years of age learned the cooper's trade and worked at the trade until 1871. He moved to Wilson, NY, in 1876 and engaged in the agricultural business. He held the office of street superintendent three years. In the spring of 1884 Mr. Slocum went to work for the Neil Bros, of Ohio in the hedge fence business, with headquarters at Brockport, NY. With the permission of the Neil Bros, he resigned his position on 1 Sep 1884, and accepted a position on the customs force the same month, as deputy collector and inspector; he remained on the force for one year and ten months under Collector Benjamin Flagler. At the change of administration he was removed by Collector O. W. Cutler, who took possession of the office after Mr. Flagler's time had expired, March 18, 1886. In the spring of 1887, March 1, Mr. Slocum went to work for G. H. Stevens, agent for the West Shore Railway Co. at Suspension Bridge, NY, in the freight office; two years of the time while with the railway company he was passenger agent. He remained with the railway company until January 1, 1894, when he was elected coroner of Niagara county for three years and re-elected in the fall of 1896 for second term, being a faithful and trusted officer. He is a member of Niagara River Lodge No 785, F&AM; a charter member of Ontario Lodge No. 147, A. O. U. W., of Wilson, NY. On September 5, 1869, he married Susan J. Lister of Wilson, NY; they had one daughter, who died at the age of thirteen years on November 20, 1885. Mr. Slocum is special agent for the hosiery of the Winona Mills of New York city for Niagara county. 
W. Wallace Steele, one of Lockport's leading wholesale liquor men, was born in Lockport, NY, 10 Sep 1849, and has always resided in that city. He attended the Lockport public schools and afterwards took a thorough course at the Rochester Business College. His first business experience was with the wholesale liquor firm of John W. Steele & Co., in which he remained as a partner until 1878, and upon the organization of the succeeding company, became the senior member of the firm of Steele, Torrance & Co., which continued until 1883, when Mr. Torrance and Hon. R. B. Hoag retired, and since that date he has conducted the business alone under the name of L. L. Steele. In November, 1873, he was married to Lydia L. Freeman, daughter of Benjamin F. Freeman of Middleport, NY. He is a prominent member of Genesee Commandery No. 10, Ames Chapter No. 88, Bruce Council No. 15, Red Jacket Lodge, No. 646, F&AM. He served his ward on the Board of Supervisors for Niagara county for the years 1876 and 1877 to the full satisfaction of his constituents. He is also a member of the Exempt Firemen, having served a full term with Protection Hook and Ladder Co. No. 1, and is at present an active member of the Sons of St. John and Malta. Under many business difficulties in former years, he has always shown that indomitable business energy which has enabled him to laugh at misfortune and to place himself in the front ranks with the successful men at the present time. 
John G. Swigert was born in the town of Newfane in 1862, a son of John J. and Fredericka Swigert, both natives of Germany. John J. Swigert immigrated to America about 1847, settling in Newfane, where he was married and they had ten children: Henrietta (deceased), William, resides in Appleton; George; John G.; Sarah, married; Josiah B., resides in Appleton; Frank, resides in Appleton; Mary and Anna, twins (Mary is dead, and Anna married Harmon Hilderbrant), and Charles. 
John C. Swigert received his education in the common schools, and engaged in general merchandise at Appleton in January, 1894, and prior to that ran an evaporator and cooper shop, which he still conducts. In 188.J he married Florence Monohan of Newfane. and they have these children; Nellie, Ida, Mary, Winnie and Marjorie. Mr. Swigert is a Free Mason, a member of Somerset Lodge No. 639. He is a prosperous and enterprising merchant and is enjoying a good trade.
Michael Topping was born at Haydon Bridge, Northumberland, England, 5 Jun 1835, a son of the late Michael Topping, who came to America in 1853 and died in Niagara Falls in 1884. Mr. Topping was educated in the Shafloe Memorial School at his native town and immigrated to America with his parents in 1853, settling near London, Ontario. In 18G5 he removed to Niagara Falls and took tip the calling of carpenter, which trade he had learned during his sojourn in Canada and which he has pursued ever since, Mr. Topping leads a quiet, retired life, respected and highly esteemed by all who know him. He is a member of Niagara Frontier Lodge No. 132, F&AM, of Niagara Chapter No. 300, of Niagara Commandery No. 64, and is also a Royal Templar and a charter member of the A. O. U. W.
John P. Townsend, Somerset, was born in the town of Antwerp, Jefferson, NY, 3 Dec 1821, and is a son of John D. and Amanda (Pardee) Townsend, both of whom were natives of New York. His father was born in 1795 and died when ninety-five years old. He moved to Niagara county in April, 1805, settling in Somerset, where John P. now lives. Mr. Townsend was married March 15, 1845, to Cynthia Perkins, daughter of Abraham Perkins. They have four children; Leonora, born April 27, 1857, now Mrs. Theodore Slade; George R., born March 12, 1850; Mary L., deceased, born May 31, 1855, was married and died in October, 1896, and Byron B., born January 29, 1864. Mr. Townsend is a member of Somerset Lodge No. 639, F&M. He has twelve acres of fine orchard and raises grain and stock, and is a prosperous farmer.
Lawrence Van Cleef, was born at Seneca Falls, NY, and received his education in the public schools of that place. At the age of eighteen he entered the grocery business at Seneca Falls, and remained four years and then removed to Niagara Falls, where he entered the employ of the New York Central Railroad Company as clerk in the freight department. In 1895 he resigned that position and established himself in the insurance business, in which he is at present successfully representing five leading fire, life and accident companies. He is a member of Niagara Frontier Lodge No. 133, F&AM, of the Knights Templar, Niagara Commandery, and of Ismailia Temple, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine of Buffalo, and an honorary member of the fire department of Niagara Falls. In March, 1897, he was elected alderman from the First ward of that city. 

Robert D. Young, was born at Thornton, England, 7 Jun 1886, and was a son of Thomas Young, a well known and prosperous mason and builder, who immigrated to America in 1837, settling in Ontario, Canada, where he remained until 1852, then removing to Niagara Falls, where he died in 1808, at the age of sixty years. Robert D. Young was educated in the public schools of Canada and removed with his parents to Niagara Falls, where he learned the builder's trade with his father and has continued in that business ever since, gradually extending his work until at the present time he is one of the best known and most successful builders in Niagara county. October 20, 1862, he married Elizabeth Wells of Niagara Falls, who died in 1890; on February 25, 1892, Mr. Young married Sybil C. Dart of Niagara Falls. Mr. Young is a member of Niagara Frontier Lodge No. 132, F&AM, of the Niagara Chapter No. 300 R. A. M., and has been a member of the A. O. U. W. since 1875. 
Joseph A. Ward, business manager of the Lockport Journal, is a son of Abram and Gertrude (Kayner) Ward, and was born 31 Mar, 1832, in Warren, Herkimer county, NY. He received his education in Herkimer and at the Oxford and Whitestown Academies, and for ten years was successfully engaged in teaching In 1864 he came to Lockport and opened a private bank, but in 1870 relinquished that business and purchased an interest in the Lockport Journal, with which he has ever since been connected as business manager. The firm was M. C. Richardson & Co. till 1880, when it was succeeded by the present firm of Ward & Cobb, the junior member being Hon. Willard A. Cobb. Mr. Ward is a prominent and influential citizen, has long been connected with various local institutions, is a director in the Lockport National Exchange Bank, and is Past Master of Niagara Lodge, No. 375, F&AM, and a member of Genesee Commandery, No. 10, K. T. In 1857 he married Josephine Cleland, daughter of Willard Cleland, of Herkimer county. 

Thomas J. Wilcox, was born at Cambridge, NY, 21 Dec 1864, a son of the late Garrett W. Wilcox, banker. He attended the Rochester Academy and Rochester Business University, and when twenty years of age entered the insurance office of E. N. Hill at Brockport, N. Y., where he learned the business and continued there for two years. Later he opened an insurance office in Brockport, but in 1893 sold out and removed to Niagara Falls, where he has since remained in the same business successfully representing twenty-two fire, life and accident insurance companies. He is secretary and treasurer of the Niagara Land Investment Company, secretary and treasurer of the Falls View Land Company, and is interested in the Hygeia Ice Company. He is a prominent member of Niagara Frontier Lodge No. 624, F&AM, of Niagara Council No. 1,397, Royal Arcanum, of Niagara Chapter No. 342, BPOE, and Niagara Chapter, IOOF. He is also district manager of the Cosmopolitan Building and Loan Association of Syracuse, NY, and is an extensive property owner. March 1, 1897, Mr. Wilcox incorporated and became president of the T. J. Wilcox Insurance Company, under whose control his insurance business has since been operated.
William W. Wilcox, was born at Cambridge, NY, 31 Jul 1801, and was a son of Garrett W. Wilcox, banker, now deceased. He attended the Rochester Academy and Rochester Business University, and at the age of eighteen removed to St. Paul, Minn., where he was engaged in the hardware business for five years; he then returned to Brockport, where, in company with his brother, C. G. Wilcox, he established himself in the men's furnishing business, which he carried on for two years. He was at that time appointed special agent for the Washington Life and Manhattan Life Insurance Companies of New York, and acted in that capacity for several years. Later he removed to Niagara Falls, where he carried on an insurance business until 1895, when he and other prominent business men of Niagara Falls incorporated the Electric City Bank, of which he became teller and retained that position until April 1, 1897, at which time he resigned to give his attention to real estate and insurance. March 21, 1883, Mr. Wilcox married Louise M. Sproug of Spencerport, NY, and they have three children, Garrett W., Annie R. and Blair S. Mr. Wilcox is treasurer of the Riverdale Cemetery Association; treasurer of the Hygeia Ice and Refrigerating Company, and president of the Niagara Falls Land Investment Company. He is a member of Niagara Frontier Lodge No. 133, F&AM, of Niagara Chapter No. 200, RAM, Niagara Council No. 1, 397, Royal Arcanum, and of Niagara Commandery No. 64. 

John Whitlam, Somerset, was born in England in 1831, and is a son of William and Margaret Whitlam, both of whom died in England. He came to America settling in Somerset, where he resided for about ten years, and then bought the farm where he now resides. He was married November 9, 1854, to Emma Burrel, daughter of Mrs. John Kellam, who is now living in Lyon City, Iowa. Mr. and Mrs. Whitlam had three children; Albert, who died when eighteen months old; Jemima, who died at nine months old, and Lennie, who married William Murdock on November 20, 1895, and now resides in Yates, Orleans county. Mrs. Whitlam died April 35, 1898, and on January 22, 1896, he married Ambra Thomas, daughter of Orman John Hazelton and Phebe Hazelton, both of whom are dead. Mrs. Whitlam was educated in Waukesha, Wis., where they resided about nine years. Mr. Whitlam is a member of Somerset Lodge (No. 639), F&AM, and is a strong believer in the order. 

Appendix
M.’. W.’. John Hodge

Grand Master 1894

b. 17 [13] Jan 1837; d. 7 Aug 1895
References:

“A Standard History of Freemasonry in the State of New York,” Peter Ross. 1899.  page 690-

“A Portrait of Prominent Freemasons,” Yorston & Company. 1892. pages 162-63.
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Brother John Hodge, Lockport, who thus was called upon as Grand Master to close the session of 1894, was a native of Jefferson county, NY. Always of a studious nature, he acquired, mainly through self-instruction, a mental culture greatly above the average. In business he made an unusual success along many lines of endeavor – manufacturing, water supply, street railway, railroad, printing and publishing, land improvement, accident, health and life insurance and banking. He had a natural genius and great capacity for organization.

He was educated for a legal career, but drifted into business in early life, becoming associated with the Merchants' Gargling Oil Company of Lockport. Of that concern he became in time secretary and sole managing director and under his skillful hands its commodities became known all over the world. Its management occupied his entire business life, but, engrossing as the requirements of that life were, he found time to turn his thoughts and accomplish practical results in other fields, mainly fields in which he could benefit his fellow men, for practical benevolence was the keystone of his life. 

Chief, and to him the most delightful of these fields, was that afforded by Freemasonry. His first impressions, gained when passing through Niagara Lodge, No. 375, of Lockport, were so fascinating that he sought further light by seeking and obtaining all that Chapter, Council or Commandery could give and then, having exhausted the York rite, turned into the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite and hearkened unto its teachings. In the fullest sense of the word he was a Masonic student— a student, at least, of its philosophy and its precepts, and he certainly strove to govern his life in full accordance with them. As Master of Niagara Lodge, in 1881 and 1882, he was its representative in the Grand Lodge. 

In the latter year he was appointed Deputy of for the 24th District and served until 1885, when he was elected Junior Grand Warden. The Lawrence campaign then commenced, blocking, for the best of reasons, all official advancement, and he continued to sit in that chair until 1891, when he was promoted by election to the office of Senior Grand Warden. His re-election in 1892 was a foregone conclusion, as was his advancement to the Deputy Grand Mastership in 1893. During all these years of faithful service Brother Hodge had shown his entire devotion to the craft in many ways. In the furtherance of the debt-raising campaign he was particularly active; his purse, his time, his influence were ever ready to be at the service of any movement which purported to aid, or was intended to aid, the great struggle, and when it was over, when the victorious hosts were looking around for a place in which to build the Home, he offered the fraternity, free of all cost a magnificent mansion and estate all ready for their use. The location of this property, as we have seen, alone prevented its acceptance, but that result did not detract from the kindliness implied in the offer or the munificence of the proffered gift. In the town of Lockport he was long looked upon as one of the most enterprising and devoted citizens. In upbuilding its interests he never tired and in all movements for its betterment he was a recognized leader. He was president of the water company and its street railway company, founder of its opera house, and a member of the Board of Education. Brother Hodge was also active in several commercial concerns as Director, but he took as much interest in the work of the Niagara State Reservation Commission, of which he was a member, as in any board whose business added to his own wealth. 
Brother Hodge, at the annual meeting of June, 1895, was re-elected Grand Master, but declined. Two months later he died suddenly. The day of his funeral found business suspended in the city of Lockport and people of all parties and creeds joined in honoring his memory. The funeral ceremonies of the craft were conducted at his open grave, while the brethren stood around as mourners. Solemn and pathetic as are the Masonic services the proceedings seemed invested with additional pathos when the orphan children of the Home for the Friendless passed the grave and each little one placed in it a bouquet of flowers. 

The great work of revising the constitution was carried on industriously during Brother Hodge's term of office and the result of this labor was seen in the complete work then submitted and which was then adopted pending its final ratification by the subordinate Lodges. It presented no great or radical departure from the Constitution adopted in 1873 and it fully incorporated all the more recent decisions sanctioned by the Grand Lodge since that time. The changes it made were in reality but the carrying out of lines of action which these decisions indicated. They were generally uttered to govern specific cases, and when given the force of statutory law they had sometimes to be widened so as to make their application of general use. This was pretty much the nature of the revision effected. The submitted work had to wait for a year before final action was taken and before that was done the work of the committee was amended in several respects. To that we will refer in its proper place. During the year the Grand Master engaged in several important public demonstrations, the most notable of which was the laying of the cornerstone of a new court-house at Rochester and a home for commercial travelers at Binghamton. Grand Secretary Ehlers laid the cornerstone of the public school at Mount Kisco. Junior Warden Ide dedicated a Masonic Temple at Gouverneur and Philip Keck, Deputy of the Fourteenth District, laid the cornerstone of an armory at Amsterdam. On all these and other occasions the flow of oratory was not only great but eminently interesting, and in reading over most of it in the course of researches for this work it seemed to the writer a pity that so much really interesting reading to the fraternity—reading generally so instructive, so thoroughly expressive of Masonic principles and practice— should be lost to the brethren as soon as it is delivered unto them. The scope of this book does not permit us to present such speeches extensively, and so we can do no more than refer to the subject in the hope that some method may be found whereby this annual outpouring of the highest Masonic thought can be preserved.
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Masonic Record:

11 Nov 1861
Niagara Lodge No. 375, Lockport, NY; Secretary 1862-67; Master 1881-82

1882-84

District Deputy Grand Master of the 24th Masonic District

1885-1890
Junior Grand Warden

1891

Senior Grand Warden

1893

Deputy Grand Master

1894

Grand Master, F&AM, of the State of New York, 

completing his term of office just two months before his passing.

18 Feb 1869
Ames Chapter No. 88, RAM, Lockport, NY; Exalted 11 Mar 1869; 
Treasurer 1880-95

7 Apr 1880
Bruce Council No. 15, R&SM, Lockport, NY; Greeted 4 Aug 1867; 

Thrice Illustrious Master two terms.

18 Jun 1869
Genesee Commandery No. 10, KT, Lockport, NY

4 May 1875
Scottish Rite, AASR, Rochester, NY

Lock City (later Niagara) Lodge of Perfection, Lockport, NY, 

of which he was a founder and Thrice Potent Master, 1875-1883.

16 Sep 1879
Crowned Honorary Member, 33o, Supreme Council, AASR, NMJ, at Philadelphia, PA

18 Sep 1888
Active Member, Supreme Council, AASR, NMJ, at Boston, MA

1888-95

Deputy of the Supreme Council for the State of New York

1888-94

Committee on Deceased Member, AASR

1894-95

Committee on Foreign Relations, AASR

There is one instance which we must, however, here give not only as an example of Brother Hodge's addresses but for the historical information this particular one contains. 

The occasion was a notable one. On 17 Oct 1894, Grand Secretary Ehlers laid the cornerstone of a new Masonic Temple at Poughkeepsie, and on 22 Feb 1895, the completed building was dedicated by the Grand Master. When the usual proceedings incidental to dedication were over M.’.W.’. Brother Hodge said: We are told that the Masons, engaged in this work of church building, organized for social intercourse and mutual assistance, and that their organization extended over many countries. 
This splendid Temple, an embodiment of wisdom, strength, and beauty, we have set apart and consecrated in the name of the great Jehovah, and by our consecration services have acknowledged our obligations to give Him the adoration and love of our hearts, and make our lives a daily witness of our devotion to Him, by an unquestioning and cheerful compliance with the requirements of the Divine Law. As the altar of this Temple is devoted to His service, every sincere Mason who attends the stated meetings of the Craft within these walls should experience in himself a development of that true piety of heart which makes a man's life an exemplification of the injunction of the lowly Nazarene: "Love the Lord with all thy heart, and thy neighbor as thyself." Brethren: By the solemn and impressive ceremonies in which we have been engaged on this occasion, we have added another Masonic Temple to the large number included in the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons in the Empire State. It is an event to be hailed with joy by every true Mason, as an evidence of the continuance of that advancement of the glorious principles of Masonry in this State during the last half century that has given her Masonic fraternity, by virtue of membership and character, a rank second to none in any other State in the Union, or any country on the globe. 

All the traditions of the legendary lore of Freemasonry, as well as its admitted historic record, are of a nature that should inspire its votaries to strive to attain the best possible development of character. For it is true that whether we trace the origin of Masonry, according to the legends, back to a time anterior to the building of Solomon's Temple, or bring it down to the beginning of written history, there is an entire unanimity in the conclusion that it is a legitimate product of piety and culture. It is conceded that, at whatever date the first Masonic associations may have been organized, they were composed of artisans whose labors were devoted mainly to the building of churches. 

During all this early period of time, covered by legends and history relating to Masonry, the religious sentiment was dominant in nations boasting of any commendable progress in civilization: and architecture, one of the most fully developed sciences of the age, found its most elaborate and magnificent exemplifications in the erection of the noted historic churches of antiquity. For their mutual protection and benefit they devised symbols and secret signs, to enable their members to make themselves known to each other in their travels from one country to another. The character of their work could not fail to make a deep religious impression upon them, and we are not. therefore, surprised to learn that as an association they acknowledged the existence of God as the Supreme Ruler of the universe, and cherished a belief in the immortality of the soul. Thus, at its beginning, Masonry was established upon the immutable basis of all-enduring religious life, and from this impregnable position it has never departed. The acknowledgment of God logically leads to a recognition of the brotherhood of man, and in the faith in the immortality of the soul do we find our hope of eternal life. On account of their devotion to the building of churches, the early Masons were favored in a marked degree with the esteem of religious associations, and especially of those high in authority in the Church, while multitudes of churchmen, both lay and clerical, regarded it as a special honor to be permitted to become members of the Order. Coming down to a later period, the historians who chronicled the development of Masonry in the British Isles tell us that in 1702 St. Paul's Lodge, in London, extended the privileges of membership in the Order to the learned professions, provided the applicants were regularly approved and initiated. In 1717 a Grand Lodge was formed of the English Lodges, for the purpose of bringing the separate Lodges into closer and more fraternal relations, and also for the satisfactory settlement of any differences which the Lodges, in their individual capacity, might be unable to adjust. Among the eminent Masters of the English Grand Lodge in its early days was the sovereign himself, Henry the Seventh. The first Masonic Lodge in America, of which we have any record, was organized in Philadelphia in 1731, and after this they came into existence rapidly in all the colonies. But little, if anything at all, was done to bring the Lodges in the several colonies into Grand Lodges until after our independence was established, when Grand Lodges were formed in all the States. From such a beginning in this country Freemasonry has so surely commended itself to public favor, that to-day in the United States it has a membership of more than three-quarters of a million included in over ten thousand Lodges. But while as Masons we rejoice over the growth of our Fraternity in the United States, it is with special pride and satisfaction that, as citizens of the Empire State, we note the preeminence New York has gained in Masonic development. The earliest historic mention of Masonry with which New York is connected is the statement that in 1730 the Duke of Norfolk issued a patent to Daniel Cox, constituting him Provincial Grand Master of the Provinces of New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. This was accompanied by a recommendation that a general charity be established for the relief of the poor brethren in the jurisdiction named. 

The record does not state the year of the organization of the first Lodge in the State, but it must have been prior to 1737, as in that year the Masons in the State held a representative meeting in New York City. The present Grand Lodge of New York was organized in 1781 by a charter from the Grand Lodge of England, and in the next quarter of a century the Lodges included under its jurisdiction in the State increased to 175. Among the Lodges included in this number was Solomon's Lodge, organized in this city on April 1, 1771. It came under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge after the renewal of its warrant on March 2, 1797 and was designated No. 6. Solomon's Lodge was constituted by Robert R Livingston, Past Master of Union Lodge of New York City, who was afterward a distinguished Chancellor of the State, and for many years, as you know. 

Grand Master. 
The first Master of the Lodge was James Livingston. Another man of note who was one of the early Masters of the Lodge was Major Andrew Billings, a member of Washington's staff. He was evidently an earnest worker in the cause of Masonry, as it is recorded of him that he organized Steuben Lodge, No. 18 at Newburgh, soon after the close of the war of the Revolution. 

John Brush. Deputy Grand Master in 1821, was also a Past Master of Solomon's Lodge. Another Deputy Grand Master. Richard Hatfield, was also a Past Master of this Lodge. The Lodge included in its membership many who had distinguished themselves in the struggle of the colonies for independence, of one of whom special mention has been made, being Col. Abraham Swartwout, who commanded a regiment of minute-men. A Lodge of Mark Masons was connected with Solomon's Lodge before it came under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of the State. 

Its Master was Cadwallader D. Golden, for many years Senior Grand Warden. In this brief mention of eminent men noted also as Masons in the early days of the Order in Poughkeepsie, the historic name of Benedict Arnold must not be forgotten. Prior to his treason he was a constant and welcome visitor at Solomon's Lodge, but it attested the loyalty and patriotism of its membership by ordering this entry upon its minutes at the first communication of the Lodge after his treason was disclosed: "Ordered, that the name of Benedict Arnold be considered as obliterated from the minutes of this Lodge, a traitor." 

There are at present in the country thirteen, of which Warren Lodge. No. 32, is the oldest. During the existence of Solomon's Lodge, which forfeited its warrant in 1832, sixteen Masonic Lodges were organized in Dutchess County. The second oldest and also the largest in the Masonic District is Poughkeepsie, No. 266, which is located in this city, after which the Lodge was named. Triune Lodge, No. 782, was constituted June 6, 1879. It is gratifying to be assured that the Masonic Lodges of Poughkeepsie are composed of men thoroughly imbued with the spirit of the fraternity, and are, therefore, harmonious and prosperous organizations. Turning again to the progress of Masonry in the State at large, it is a matter of permanent history that during a period of thirty years, ending in 1836, the principles of Freemasonry in this State were subjected to a more severe test than they had ever been in any other State in the Union. This was due in some degree, to internal dissension, which divided the Grand Lodge for four years (1823 to 1827); but the most severe trial came from a • political issue in the State being made of the incident of the disappearance of one William Morgan early in 1826. This precipitated an anti-Masonic crusade, and so vigorously was it prosecuted by unscrupulous politicians, aided by misguided religious zealots, that during the next ten years the number of Lodges in the State was reduced from 480 to 69, while their membership fell from over 20,000 to less than 3,000. But a wholesome reaction began in 1837. and from that date to the present the star of Freemasonry in the Empire State has been in the ascendant, ever growing brighter with the lapse of years, and so illuminating the noble principles of our Order as to attract a membership in the State numbering to-day over 86.000, included in 730 subordinate Lodges. Nor has this gratifying progress been limited to a remarkable increase in membership and Lodges. But from so many hearts leavened by the grand principles of the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man has been evolved and carried to its consummation a system of philanthropy which may well be accepted as a [image: image11.emf]pattern by our Order the world over. I refer to the magnificent Home and School in Central New York, established for worthy Masons and their widows and orphans, sustained by revenues received from rentals of so much of the Masonic Temple in New York City as is not required for the work of the Craft. These two institutions, representing about two millions of dollars, wholly paid for, stand as enduring monuments to the liberality of the Fraternity in the State. Its generosity, indeed, has been so exuberant as not only to pay in full for this valuable property, but also to create a fund of $135,000, bearing five per cent interest, and still leaving $70,000 in cash in the treasury. Therefore, brethren of Poughkeepsie, in the light of this brief but gratifying historic sketch, it must be conceded that you have erected and furnished this beautiful hall in a most auspicious era in the life of Freemasonry in the world. To the officers and members of the Lodges, by whose zeal and efforts this consummation has been attained. I extend my heartiest congratulations.

http://www.lockport-ny.com/Tourism/memorials.htm 

The John Hodge monument is one of the tallest found in cemeteries in the state.

John Hodge came to Lockport at age ten and turned out to be one of the most prominent Lockportians of the last half the 19th century.

Most of his money came from his involvement in the Lockport Merchant's Gargling Oil Company which he eventually became sole manager of.  He is the third Lockportain who made a fortune selling the dubious "medicine" to thousands across the United States. One of his results of his money was the once prestigious Hodge Opera House which burned down twice (where Bewley Building is today).  
His will left instructions to his widow to fund the building of the stone archway at the entry to Glenwood Cemetery.  This archway was made from a single block of granite.
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Glenwood Cemetery Archway
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The History Of
The Hodge Opera House
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The Hodge Opera House is what used to be where the Bewley Building is today in downtown Lockport.  It was a grand building, a center of culture and commerce in the City of Lockport in the late 19th century.  It first opened in 1872.  It was perhaps the most illustrious building in Lockport's history.  It burned twice in spectacular blazes.  In the near fifty years of its history, it was the scene of some of the top national entertainment which visited Lockport as well as serving as an office building.   Its demise came early in the 20th century.   The painting below is on display at the Niagara County Historical Society in Lockport.

The actual "Opera House" inside included a parquet floor, proscenium boxes along the sides, and both dress and family circles for seating.   Above the proscenium arches were portraits of Shakespeare, Goethe, and Schiller.  Famous persons of the time to appear here include Susan B. Anthony, P.T. Barnum, William Parsons, Henry Ward Beecher, Oliver Wendel Holmes, Horace Greeley, Bayard Taylor, Thomas Nast, John G. Saxe, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Clara Barton.
Lockport student of history, John P. Hicks, Jr. researched some of the history of the Hodge.  Here is his report:

The Hodge Opera House was erected by the late John Hodge. His Merchant's Gargling Oil was the biggest and most prosperous business in the city. Construction of the building began in 1871 with the arrival of 55 tons of Ohio sandstone by canal.
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As was the custom in those days, the Opera House was on the top, or the third floor. On the floors below were some 50 offices and places of business. The building was steam heated and lighted by gas.

The theater portion of the building was constructed to seat approximately 2000 people. It included a ramp so live animals could be brought on stage for circuses and other events.

The structure was very decorative. On it's dome, 38 feet in height were found frescoes of the nine muses and portrait's of Washington, Jefferson, Hunt, Lincoln, Garfield, Irving, and Morse. A vivid scene of the Grand Canal, in Venice, was on the curtain. The first opera house had a tower on the corner of Main and Market Streets designed for a public clock, but it was never installed.

A presentation of Hamlet by the leading tragedian of his day, Edwin Adam's, opened the theater in 1872, to a full audience. The admission prices for this attraction were high for those days. The lower part of the house being $2.00, the gallery a dollar and the boxes $15.00.   Every seat was taken.

Lockport residents were treated to a wide variety of entertainment, From play's like Julius Caesar to lectures by Horace Greeley, Oliver Vendali Holmes and Clara Barton to name a few.

The original Hodge Opera House was destroyed by a fire on January 5, 1881, The fire was believed to have been started by a carelessly thrown cigar butt. It was discovered about 8 PM in a cafe operated by Henry Levi in the basement of the opera house.

The fire department was called and extinguished the blaze, which had spread along the floor and up one wall before it was noticed. Burning embers in the wall, however, were overlooked. The flames crept up the partition to the first floor where a new fire broke out about 5 AM the next morning. The firemen were then called back to extinguish the fire which had gained considerable headway. The blaze destroyed many valuable records of City proceedings and births before 1881.

John Hodge immediately began the erection of the second opera house which was opened in 1882.

The rebuilt opera house hosted a memorial service for President William McKinley, who was assassinated in Buffalo in 1901. It continued to run entertainment until 1914 when the theater was ripped out. The whole building was then used for offices. This was due to the rise of motion pictures which made the legitimate theater no longer profitable in small cities such as Lockport.

Next door to the opera house stood the Merchants Gargling Oil Company. Shortly after 1 PM on February 25, 1928 a fire broke out in the basement of the Merchants building where the flammable "Gargling Oil" was stored. The fire quickly spread throughout the building and over to the top floors of the Hodge Building. Firefighters fought the blaze in zero degree weather with a strong wind for the better part of 24 hours. Although they were able to contain the fire, they were unable to save one of Lockport's most prized landmarks. No serious casualties were suffered in the blaze. Damages were estimated at $100,000.00 to Gargling Oil and $250,000 to the Hodge Building. Firemen poured 11,000 gallons of water on the fire. Rumor had it before the fire, that Buffalo theatre interests were thinking of buying the Hodge Building to convert it back to a theatre for motion pictures. Even in its death the building offered a spectacular sight with its ice-encrusted hull and eerie beauty. An era in Lockport's history was over. 

Another History Of The Hodge Opera House
And The Start-Up Of "The Bewley Building"
by Clarence "Dutch" Adams
 The first Hodge Opera House was built in 1871-1872 by John Hodge, President of the Merchant's Gargling Oil business. It was the first modern theatre in Lockport and was primarily erected as an opera house and theatre. Also occupying the building was the post office, which was moved from the Arcade Building on Pine Street, the office of the Federal District Attorney, suites occupied by the lawyers and physicians, and stores on the ground floor. The building was four stories high with walls built of stone and brick. The theatre portion occupied the third floor and a portion of the second floor. The overall size of the building was 92'x 73'. In the center was a dome 38 feet high.

This first Hodge Opera House was destroyed by fire on January 5, 1881. About 8 o'clock in the evening of January 4 a small fire broke out in a cafe operated by Henry Levi in the basement of the Hodge building. It was caused by a cigar butt thrown into a sawdust filled box used as a spittoon. This fire was extinguished but flames had entered the walls and about 3 o'clock in the morning of January 5 a new fire erupted. Flames spread rapidly and in a short time both the Hodge Opera House and the Merchant's Gargling Oil building were destroyed.

The post office had been located in the Hodge Opera House so after the fire it moved to three rooms in the American Hotel located across the corner on Main and Locust Streets where the F & M Bank building was built later. There was so much confusion that Postmaster John Hubbard and Deputy Postmaster Sears Dickerson organized a delivery force and this was the first mail delivery ever made in Lockport. The delivery force was discontinued later when the post office secured new quarters.
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John Hodge was uncertain whether he should rebuild the opera house but the citizens of Lockport encouraged him and collected contributions totaling $7000 toward a new building. Hodge decided to rebuild but he refused to accept the $7000 donation. The opera house was rebuilt and the second Hodge Opera House was opened on Feb. 28, 1882. There was an auditorium that measured 86 feet wide and 76 feet from the front wall to the orchestra pit. The stage was 36 by 40 feet. The stage was so large that New York City big theatrical productions would stop in Lockport before going on to Buffalo. From the sidewalk on Market Street a reinforced runway enabled horses and even elephants to reach the stage. The theatre had 1200 numbered seats and 800 extra seats. The ground floor had stores, the post office and the printing plant, business and editorial offices of the Union Sun. The building was occupied by offices, stores, the Harrison Bowling Alleys, Ira M. McCoy bindery, lodge rooms of the Eagles, the Moose, and the Ancient Order of Hibernians. With the coming of motion pictures the theatre business eventually decreased, the theatre was dismantled in 1914, and the building was remodeled into an office structure.

The Way the Hodge History Ended In Lockport In 1928 >
The second Hodge Opera House fire occurred about one o'clock Saturday afternoon February 28, 1928. The temperature had been 3 degrees above zero the previous night and the weather continued windy with freezing temperatures on Saturday. The fire erupted in the boiler room of the Merchant's Gargling Oil Company building, which adjoined the opera house and was owned by Joseph Roturdo. It quickly spread to the Hodge Opera House and 24 hours later the entire block lay in ruins. Eleven million gallons of water were used in fighting the blaze. Edwin J. Coyle was Chief of the Lockport Fire Co. Volunteer fire companies from other towns assisted, including volunteer firemen from Wilson, Medina, Newfane, and N. Tonawanda. A pumper from Niagara Falls and two trucks from Buffalo also assisted at the scene. Ashes were found over a mile from the site of the fire. A newspaper article stated that it was fortunate that there was about 4 inches of snow on the roofs of the houses, preventing the houses from catching on fire. Many people who owned buildings in the area manned their own hoses to put out small fires that erupted on their property. Windows in the Lockport Light, Heat and Power Company building across the street were cracked and employees of the Light, Heat, and Power Company manned their own hoses and formed a bucket brigade.

http://www.rdhinstl.com/mm/rs178.htm 

Merchant's Gargling Oil could trace its pedigree to 1833 Philadelphia, though it was manufactured in Lockport, New York. The first incarnation of the liniment was intended to cure almost any illness that could befall a domestic animal. The form intended for human use was not introduced until 1875. Four years earlier Merchant's Vegetable Worm Tablets had made their appearance. 

George W. Merchant sold the business to M. H. Tucker around 1855. John Hodge joined the company as a teenager, and was elected Secretary when M. H. Tucker & Company was incorporated in 1858. Hodge married one of Tucker's daughters and gained control of the company in 1865 when Tucker died. 
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One of many handbills and envelope overprintings of the Merchant’s Gargling Oil Company

of which John Hodge was Secretary (1858), later Manager (ca 1865) and President (1886)

which may be seen at http://www.rdhinstl.com/mm/rs178.htm .
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John Hodge Memorial Hospital, Lockport, NY

John Hodge purchased the (ex)Governor HUNT place in East Lockport. It was considered the finest residence in the county. See also a further description of this ‘Lockport Home for the Friendless” (Incorporated 8 Feb 1871), of which John Hodge was Preseident, at page 325 at: http://books.google.com/books?id=RQwKAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA325&dq=%22john+hodge%22+%22Lockport%22&lr=#PPA325,M1 

http://books.google.com/books?id=mMQLAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA764&dq=%22john+hodge%22+%22Lockport%22#PPA764,M1 

The emigrant ancestor of the western New York branch of the family is John Hodge, born 1643, died in Lyme, Connecticut, 1692-94. He was a resident of Clinton, Middlesex county, Connecticut, as early as 25 Dec 1663. After spending three years improving his lands, he visited Windsor in the summer of 1666, from which town he had emigrated to Killingworth with a number of others from that town. Here he married and with his wife soon returned to his home in the then called "Hammanasset Wilderness." Here he remained until about 1670 when he removed to Windsor where the parents of his wife were still living. In 1674 he removed to the town of Suffield where his name appears on a list of the first grantors of that town. Here he had several grants of land and lived until 1687. In 1688 and 1691 he paid personal taxes in Lyme, and was no doubt living there at that time. He married, 16 Aug 1666, Susanna, born 3 Sep 1646, daughter of Henry Denslow, who was killed by the Indians in Windsor, 4 Apr 1676. They were the parents of eleven children, the first born in Killingworth, the next five are found on the records in Windsor, the last five in Suffield. Children: John, Mary, Joseph, Benjamin, Henry, William, Elizabeth, Susanna, Abigail, Samuel. 
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John Hodge, a descendant of John Hodge, the emigrant ancestor, was born in Jefferson county, New York, 17 Jan 1837, died at Lockport, New York, 7 Aug 1895. He received his education in public schools and academy, leaving his father's house to make his own way in the world before reaching his majority. He had little capital save a stout heart, energy, ambition and well formed habits of industry and thrift. With these attributes of character to build his fortunes upon he located in the then village of Lockport, where he began the study of law. His tastes, however, were more for a business than a professional career, and he did not long continue his legal studies. His next venture was as a clerk in the office of the Merchants' Gargling Oil Company of Lockport, an enterprise not yet established in public favor. He was rapidly promoted and soon in a position to give his unusual business talents full opportunity. 

He became the controlling spirit in the business, and in 1866 was elected secretary and sole manager. [Another biographical account notes that he married a daughter of M. H. Tucker, previously owner of the Merchant’s Gargling Oil Company, and gained control of the company in 1865 when M. H. Tucker died.] Under his wise and capable direction prosperity came in abundance. 

Though most emphatically a self-made man he possessed qualities of character that would have graced one born to a life of luxury and ease; modest and retiring, full of energy and laudable ambition, yet with such sound good sense and of such genial, attractive personality, that all rejoiced at his success. His energy and talents were not devoted to self-aggrandizement, but he was ever ready to lend a hand to promote the interests of his adopted city or to help some to a better condition. He erected the Hodge Opera House in Lockport, in 1871, and when it was soon afterward destroyed by fire quickly replaced it with a most imposing and costly block still considered one of the best in the city. This was purely a private enterprise which added greatly to the fame of Lockport and is a most creditable monument to his public spirit. His activity was not confined to his private business but reached out and embraced many local and county enterprises. He was treasurer, later president, of the Lockport and Buffalo Railroad Company ; president of the Union Publishing Company; director of the Cataract Bank, of Niagara Falls ; president of the Firemen's Life Association of the State of New York; director of the Masonic Life Association of Western New York ; chief of the Lockport Fire Department ; president of the Driving Association ; president of the Lockport Water Supply Company and president of the Lockport Street Railroad Company. He declined party nomination for mayor, but for nine years was president of the board of education and a most useful member. He assisted the churches of the city by generous contributions, and served as vestryman of Grace Episcopal church for many years and until his death. 

He stood high in the Masonic order, holding all degrees in the York and Scottish Rites, and was an active thirty-third degree Mason, with which degree he was invested 4 Jun 1875. 

He was a member of Niagara Lodge, No. 375, in which he received the 

E. A. degree, 30 Sep 1861; 

F. C. degree, 21 Oct 1861; 

M. M. degree, 4 Nov 1861. 

He was installed in following offices in said lodge at dates respectively below: 

Appointed tiler, 21 Dec 1863: 

elected secretary, 19 Dec 1864; 

senior warden, 20 Dec 1869; 

worshipful master, 20 Dec 1880. 

He was a member of Ames Chapter No. 88, in which he became 

mark master, 11 Feb 1869; 

past master, 18 Feb 1869; 

most exalted master, 18 Feb 1869; 

Royal Arch Mason. 11 Mar 1869. 

He was a member of Genesee Commandery No. 10, Knights Templar: 

became a member of Red Cross, 14 May 1869; 

constituted and created a Knight Templar, 11 Jun, 1870; 

received the degrees in Rochester Lodge of Perfection, 11 May 1875, and 

demitted to Lock City Lodge of Perfection, of Lockport, New York, 25 Dec 1875. 

Received the degrees in the Rochester Council of Princes of Jerusalem, 12 May 1875; 

Rochester Chapter of Rose Croix, 12 May 1875: 

Rochester Consistory, 13 May 1875; 

received his thirty-third degree, 16 Sep 1879; 

crowned active member, 19 Sep 1888, 

and became deputy of Supreme Council for State of New York. 

He was a member of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York. 

District deputy grand master for the then twenty-fourth Masonic District for the years 1882 to 1884 inclusive; 

junior grand warden, 1885-90; 

senior grand warden, 1891-92; 

deputy grand master, 1893; 

grand master, 1894, which exalted office he held at time of death. 

He was also grand receiver of the Ancient Order of United Workmen from the time the Grand Lodge was organized in New York to the time of his death. 

His death in 1895 was deeply mourned all over the state, especially in his own city where his worth was best known. He married, 23 Feb 1870, Ella C. Daniels, daughter of Willard Johnson and Caroline (Walbridge) Daniels. Mrs. Hodge survived her husband, a resident of Lockport, where she was actively engaged in caring for her various interests.
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