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Note: for a very informative perspective of the work of the Masonic Service Association and the American Masonic Oversee Mission, refer to the Proceedings of their First Annual Meeting of 1918 at http://books.google.com/books?id=U2DOAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA62&dq=%22ralph+e.+prime%22+%22yonkers%22&hl=en&ei=mSrqTdbMKcfy0gGl6NCHAQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=10&ved=0CFQQ6AEwCThQ#v=onepage&q=%22townsend%22&f=false . A digital copy of this Proceedings is in the archives of the OMDHS.

Below is frequent reference to Past Grand Master Scudder. In brief, he was:

Townsend Scudder Justice, Supreme Court of N.Y.; U.S. Congressman to 56th and 58th Congresses, 1899-1901 and 1903-05. b. 26 Jul 1865 in Northport, NY. Attended preparatory schools in Europe, and graduated from Columbia Law School in 1888. Began practice in N.Y.C. in 1888. Was elected justice of supreme court of New York in 1906, and served 14 years on that bench. In 1927 he was again elected to that bench and became member of the appellate division for the 2nd judicial district, serving until his retirement became mandatory at age of 70. Governor Alfred E. Smith appointed him as state park commissioner for Long Island. Scudder gained national prominence in 1927 when he sentenced Mrs. Ruth Snyder and her lover, Judd Gray, to the electric chair. He served two terms as Master of Glen Cove Lodge No. 580, Glen Cove, NY, 1891-92; was District Deputy Grand Master, 1893-94; Senior Grand Deacon of the Grand Lodge of New York in 1895; Deputy Grand Master, 1904; and Grand Master, 1906-07. He was commissioner of appeals (Grand Lodge), 1898-1900, and Chief Commissioner, 1901-02. After his grand mastership, he served on many important grand lodge committees, including jurisprudence and correspondence and relations. 
[ref: http://www.phoenixmasonry.org/10,000_famous_freemasons/Volume_4_Q_to_Z.htm ]
See also the Appendix I for the Report of R.’.W.’. William C. Prime on the American Masonic Oversee Mission

-----

Sea & Field No. 1 assimilated all the members in numbers 2, 3, 4 & 5, and recorded them as members and met in regular session on 5 Apr 1920 with Janksheer No. 865 Yonkers and worked the 2nd section of the 3rd Degree. Up to that time 225 members had been demitted to membership in other Lodges. 204 remained on the rolls exclusive of the personnel of No. 1’s membership.

The Judge Advocate’s Committee reports those involving discretion action arising out of or war conditions not likely to recur. [No petition can be received from a candidate under 21 years of age, and such petition, or action had thereon, shall be ineffective for any purpose.]

The overseas mission asked for passports dated 31 December 1918. Then came the chance to affiliate with the AEF-YMCA as a Masonic unit, partly on suggestion of the President and Raymond B. Fresdick that we ally ourselves “with a recognized relief agency” so that arrangements and passports were obtained through the YMCA. After going to Washington, passports were issued on 21 Jan 1919. First was to find a ship to sail which was the Aquatania from Halifax on 1 Feb. This was a troop ship still in the service of the British Admirality but carrying passengers. They left NYC on 30 Jan 1919 for Halifax via Boston by rail. Each had hand luggage and one small trunk and they carried a typewriter & stationery. In Boston one of the party accompanied the trunks crosstown and saw them on the B&W Line. They thought sure the trunks would arrive when they did – but on arrival in Halifax after midnight of 1 Feb they found only two of the six trunks were on the train.

The ship was due to sail at 0900 and the train was due at this same hour. Those whose trunks had not arrived stayed ashore and waited for the train. The ship was delayed 1-1/2 hours in departure but they all sailed together as a group. They was the ship was very dark and musty, partitions had been removed along with much of the furniture. The portholes still blackened to prevent the light from shining out while at sea, but were fairly comfortable under the circumstances. They had expected to land at Liverpool but landed in Glascow instead. They arrived in London on 8 Feb in the a.m. and found comfortable lodgings doing without heat, hot water and warm baths.

Sea & Field 2-983 was Instituted 3 Apr 1919 at 42 Rue Rochechonart, Paris, France . . . .

The YMCA Secretaries had a Triangle Club called the Trowel and Triangle. The members of this club were throughout the areas wherever YMCA’s had been established for troops. Through these club members they had a connecting line with the Y and the mission and almost immediate contact with all the Masonic activities in the YMCA.

From hereon the activities of R..W.. Lay, Bros. Moore and Goodrich would read like a cooks tour, visiting clubs in different camps, meeting in Y huts, Jewish welfare huts, &c. Sometimes the camp Commandant would set aside a hut where they could hold a meeting. It was in the Jewish hut where R..W.. Lay met Bro. Charles Huntley, who with Bro. Porter, originated the SOI, a very popular so-called side degree. Some of the boys who received it overseas have promised to receive it and put it on for the Lodge, but up to date it has never been done [as of 1976]. 

At Marseilles, the American Triangle Club and Heathes Hill Triangle Club met in a macaroni factory; 74 clubs were functioning.

Sea & Field 2-983 was Instituted 3 Apr 1919 at 42 Rue Rochechonart, Paris, France . . . .

The said Lodge is hereby invested with full power and authority to assemble on all proper and lawful occasions to elect and confer the three degrees, or either of them, of ancient Craft Masonry without the usual formal ties and requirements of chartered Lodges upon candidates; who have actually enlisted, or been drafted, or commissioned officers in the US forces in the present great war [WWI]; and who apply therefore in writing and satisfy the Master Masons; so they be over the age of 18 years; and upon payment of $20; as also to perform and do all & every such acts and things appertaining to the Craft as have been, and ought to be done for the honor and advantage thereof.

Membership or Officership in said Lodge shall in no wise impair or affect existing membership or Officership in a regular chartered or warranted Lodge. To be the JD or a Sea & Filed Lodge of F&AM, to be, but virtue thereof, constituted, formed and held at the city of New York; and elsewhere and overseas; as may be convenient and necessary; which Lodge shall be distinguished and known by the name or style of Sea & Field Lodge #2; and the said Master is hereby authorized to appoint subordinate officers of said Lodge; and said Lodge is authorized to adopt all such By-Laws; regulations for the governance of its proceedings, subject to my approval as it may see fit.

Said Lodge shall have a seal and shall have and keep all books required to be kept by regular Lodges in the State of New York, the same and all records to be surrendered to the Grand Lodge on the termination of this warrant. This warrant shall terminate at the pleasure of the Grand Master.

Given under my hand and private seal at the city of New York in the US of A, this day of . . .  in the year of our Lord 1918 and in the Year of Masonry 5918 G.M. [sic].

The Lodges had their seal and kept books the same as any regular Lodge and surrendered it records and warrant at the pleasure of the G.M.

	Officers

WM    
Townsend Scudder

SW     
Thomas Channing Moore

JW     
Merwin W. Lay

Sec     
Willian L. Prine

SD     
George L. Goodrich

JD     
B. D. Norman

Tiler   
G. B. Blackwell


	Appointive Officers

Acker     
PGM of Texas

Eddy     
next year GM of Mich.

Davis    
Rhode Island

Collins   
Rhode Island

Keely   
Nebraska

Lee     
Oklahoma

Branch
West Virginia




This Lodge worked 9 times in 99 days, the last being 10 July when M.’.W.’. William S. Farmer was present and took part in the ceremonies when 66 were Raised in one day. Total of 282 Raised and 25 of whom received their 1st and 2nd Degrees. For foreign jurisdictions, “We have one apron presented to us several years later.”

This Lodge was warranted by M.’.W.’. William S. Farmer, Grand Master of Masons in the State of New York for work and instruction overseas in the American Expeditionary Forces during World War I and degrees were conferred upon candidates in Paris and elsewhere in France. This Lodge was reorganized by R.’.W.’. William H. Hall and was chartered for work and instruction in Syracuse, New York, at the annual communication of the Grand Lodge, May 1921, A.L. 5921. Affixed were the signatures of the original signers of the petition to the Grand Lodge for dispensation and 2 Honorary Members:
	Burlidger, C. B.

Bushnell, Carl E.

Choler, Frederick W.

Clarke, Harry E.

Egloff, William J.

Elliott, George E.

Farmer, William S. [GM 1918]

Furrier, Harry H.


	Hall, William W.

Hersburgh, Walter N.

Hooker, George W.

Hurst, Oscar J.

Jaynes, Almon H.

Kimmey, Harold I.

Kincaid, R. L.

King, Russell J.


	Krause, William H.

Lear, Fred R.

Mintel, Walter K.

Mott, John

Pierce, James E.

Smith, Harry N.

Williams, R. R.


This reorganized Lodge, as of 1976 had 583 Initiations / Affiliations and a ‘present membership of 140.’ As of 1976 its W.’.M.’.  was Andrew P. Storher, Jr. The Onondaga Masonic Districts Historical Society is fortunate to have a large collection of Bro. Storher’s photo collection, some of his personal Masonic Aprons & artifacts, and the Records which he held in trust for another Lodge in which he was active, Peity Hill Lodge 1168, of which he was the SD in 1976.
Past Masters of Sea & Field Lodge 2-983 are as follows:

	1921-22

1923

1924

1925

1926

1927

1928

1929

1930

1931

1932

1933

1934

1935

1936

1937

1938

1939

1940

1941

1942


	Jaynes, Almon H.

Farmer, Harry H.

Horsburgh, Walter N.

Elliot, George E.

Clark, Harry E.

Dudley, Lewis A.

Lear, Fred R.

Van Wormer, Richard

Schneider, Jacob S.

Fisk, J. Dwight

Estey, Stephen M.

Searle, Dana A.

Farnham, Carl N.

Kimmey, Harold I.

Rowland, Judd L.

Hopkins, Albert E.

Milazzo, Francis

Stafford, Louis E.

Smith, Harvey N.

Dennis, William

Armstrong, James


	1943

1944

1945

1946

1947

1948

1949

1950

1951

1952

1953

1954

1955

1956

1957

1958

1959

1960

1961

1962

1963


	Baker, Earl R.

Clark, Howard A.

Powell, Almeron L.

Farrington, Earl E.

Smith, Raymond V.

Park, Orrin S.

Dernier, Arthur C. Sr.
Geiger, Charles L. Sr.
White, Lloyd C.

Davies, Wheeler A.

Stewart, Kenneth M.

Burton, Darrell E.

Raaflaub, George F.

Edmunds, Harry L.

Lenning, Bertram E.

Van Luven, Carlton E.

Crawford, Earl W.

Halliday, Harry B.

Quinn, William J.

Paice, Delbert J.

HIckok, Wallace C.
	1964

1965

1966

1967

1968

1969

1970

1971

1972

1973

1974

1975

1976
1977

1978

1979

1980

1981

1981

1983

1984
	Nordheim, Erich R. Jr.
Mahoney, Arthur J.

Salisbury, Richard W.

Dunlop, Norman J.

Kennedy, David K.

White, Lawrence B.

Stohrer, Andrew P. Jr.

Stevens, Charles G.

Abell, Carl W.

Black, Alexander A.

Sinay, Edward J.

Abell, Carl W.

Stohrer, Andrew P. Jr.


Grand Lodge Officers of this Lodge were:

District Deputy Grand Masters: 
R(W(s James Armstrong and Charles I. Geiger

Grand Lodge Committee for Public Relations: R(W( Charles I. Geiger

Grand Director of Ceremonies: 
R(W(Arthur J. Mahoney

The above notes are transcribed verbatim from the “Masonic History of Onondaga County Commemorating the Bicentennial,” Sep 1976, pg. 20.

Sea & Field 2-983 merged with Centerville Lodge 648 [now Memorial Lodge 648] when the downtown Syracuse Temple closed. The Minutes of Sea & Field, to my understanding, are presently in the archives of Memorial Lodge No. 648, North Syracuse, New York.

R(W(Gary L. Heinmiller
Director, Onondaga Masonic District Historical Society [OMDHS]
Area 11 Historian, GLNY
----------------------------
Additional Information added April 2006

http://www.phoenixmasonry.org/the_builder_1929_march.htm
New York Sea and Field Lodges Nos. 1 thru 5

---------------------
American Army Lodges in the World War
Sea and Field Lodge No. 1

By BRO. CHARLES F. IRWIN, Associate Editor
Builder Magazine – February 1929

 

WE have been presenting a series of American Field Lodges that flourished during the World War, both at home and overseas. Six of these lodges have thus far been presented, as follows:

 

August - Montana Military Lodge, No. 1, U.D.

September - Army Lodge A, U.D., North Carolina

October - North Dakota Military Lodge Lodge, No. 2, U. D.

November - Emergency Lodge U.D., of Indiana 

December - Lahneck Lodge, No. 1186, Coblentz, of Texas 

January – Overseas Lodge, No. 1, at Coblentz, Germany (Rhode Island Grand Lodge)

 

This month we are presenting the first of a series of five Military Lodges all under the dispensations of the Grand Lodge of New York. Four of these were stationed overseas. The first of the series was at first stationed in the City of New York. After seeking for an authoritative account of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, I secured the following from M. W. Bro. William C. Prime, Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of New York, and the Secretary of this lodge. Bro. Prime was also one of the active members of the Overseas Masonic Mission that went to France in the spring of 1919 and ministered to the Craft throughout France and other Allied Countries in a most efficient manner. The history of this mission will be given in the articles on Masonic Clubs which will follow the present series. To those of us who met the warm friendliness of the Overseas Mission, and benefited by it was one of the outstanding experiences of our sojourn in France during the latter part of the War, and all Masons in the A.E.F. owe them enduring gratitude. To M.W. Bros. Prime and Townsend Scudder, and the many other fine New York Masons (not overlooking my excellent friend and brother Merwin W. Lay of Syracuse, and our dear old comrade Charles H. Huntley of Schenectady) this chapter is especially dedicated.

 

The warranting of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, provided the substructure upon which each of the other four Overseas and Field Lodges of the Grand Lodge were warranted and worked. It is my personal testimony, after having had the privilege of attending the closing Communication of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 2, at Paris in July of 1919, and having participated in the conferring of the Third Degree, in the East, that same evening, that the Ritual of New York, as used in its Military Lodges in the World War, omitted not a single fundamental of the Masonic Principles in the three degrees. That the procedure was not only dignified, but produced a deep emotion seldom aroused by the peace time rituals. That the vow each Candidate took upon himself as stated above, was under the most profound feelings of exalted loyalty to his God, his Country, his Neighbor and Himself as phrase by phrase this obligation was given him by the Master of the Lodge.

 

Upon my own return to my own Grand Jurisdiction of Ohio late in the summer of 1919, I discovered that through misrepresentations, current in a number of Grand Lodges, relative to New York's Military Lodges, a Resolution had been passed by my Grand Lodge holding in abeyance all Ohio material made in a New York Military Lodge. I am happy to say that through my own personal efforts after a full explanation of the work as I had seen it, the Past Grand Masters almost to a man, led by our splendid P.G.M. Charles Pretzman of Columbus, Ohio, with ardent support of P. G. Masters Kissel of Springfield, and Flotron of Dayton, that Resolution was recalled the next Annual Communication and all Ohio material made through a Sea and Field Lodge of New York State were permitted to visit Ohio Lodges and to present their dimits for membership in the same.

 

One of the priceless rewards that come to a Searcher after Light in the Masonic quarries, is the friendship formed with excellent brothers in all quarters of the country. I have been forming such friendships during the past ten years and count myself among the wealthy of our land, although but an humble shepherd in the fields of our Lord. This account by Bro. Prime is so full and complete that there is nothing more to add to it, and I therefore give it just as it stands.

 

----o----

 

Sea and Field Lodge No. 1 of New York

Stationed in New York City

BY BRO. WILLIAM C. PRIME, Secretary

 

WITHIN approximately a month after the United States entered the Great War, the Grand Lodge of New York convened in Annual Communication, enthusiastically voted unlimited support to the Government, of men and money, and adjourned without substantial action looking to the opportunities and meeting them, which the War inevitably would offer.

 

Early in the summer of 1917, M. W. G. M. Thomas Penney appointed a committee on "Plan and Scope of Masonic Service During the War", who pondered over the problem which the Grand Lodge had neither attacked nor solved. The Committee's advice caused the Grand Master to reconvene the Grand Lodge (the 136th Annual Communication), on the 10th day of September, 1917. After a sincere and most telling address, the report of the Committee was presented, whereupon the Grand Lodge among other actions taken, adopted the following Resolution:

 

RESOLUTION

 

Whereas, Numerous members of the Masonic Fraternity have entered, or are about to enter, the service of the Country in its armed forces at sea and on land, in the Great War- and

Whereas, in cantonments, training camps, at sea or at the front, the influence of Freemasonry is inestimably valuable to its votaries- and

Whereas, both to members of the Fraternity and to their dependents and relatives, the opportunity and the duty to administer will presently be at hand; and,

Whereas, it may be found that the Fraternity can best administer to the souls and the bodies of its members through the time-honored institution of Masonic Lodges; now, therefore,

Be it Resolved, that Sea and Field Lodges be organized in cantonments, training camps, on vessels, and in regiments or other military units at the front, if in the judgment of the Grand Master it be wise to exercise his prerogative in that regard; and the Grand Master is requested to take such steps as in his judgment shall seem best, to establish by his warrant, wherever he may see fit Sea and Field Lodges, at home and abroad, with such authority to make Masons, and under such regulations as to dual membership or multiple membership, inspection and control, as to him shall seem proper; and also to take all Such steps as to him shall seem best and appropriate to extend the influence of Freemasonry through deputies, representatives or otherwise to and among the members of the Fraternity engaged in the Country's Service; and to render to stall sick and distressed, such aid, comfort and relief as to him shall seem fit.

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge do and it hereby does extend to sister Grand Lodges in the United States an invitation to cooperate and participate with it in the work above described and to do, if in their judgment it be wise, whatsoever the Grand Master of New York may do in the matter of warranting Sea and Field Lodges for the Period of the War.

 

At the same Session the Grand Lodge authorized the Grand Master to grant a dispensation to a Lodge to shorten the time between degrees, in case of war material.

 

The problem of Masonic Service during the War was not simple. How to render it, in what form to present it to the Masons in the service of the Country was the question.

 

In the Civil War some twelve Field Lodges had been warranted by New York; but the experience which our Grand Lodge had with their work and officers was not satisfactory. Little record was kept, and almost none was turned over to the Grand Secretary after the War was over, and it was almost impossible to learn what those Lodges had done and what material had been handled. This left a bad taste and tended seriously to prejudice the leaders of the Fraternity against the proposal to authorize Sea and Field Lodges in the Great War.

 

Nevertheless, with this previous experience plainly in mind, the Grand Master after full consideration, on Oct. 6, 1917, by his warrant created Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, with an unusual personnel; the warrant designating the seven Officers from Master to Junior Deacon necessary to constitute an Entered Apprentice Lodge, and authorizing it to sit in the City of New York and elsewhere as might be convenient; to initiate, pass and raise its own war material without the usual formalities required for chartered Lodges; to initiate, pass and raise war material from foreign jurisdictions on request of the Grand Master; and to pass or raise, for other Lodges in the State of New York, war material that had already been initiated. Having in mind the total omission of records or the careless keeping and more careless failure to file them, by the Civil War Lodges above referred to, Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, had three separate complete records of all of its transactions as regards candidates, consisting, first, of complete applications fully signed, authenticated and approved; second, its minute books containing the full record of all its proceedings; and third, a complete card index of all of its personnel as well also as the personnel of the Overseas Lodges consolidated with it, on which cards are substantially all the data contained in the application blanks and the record transcribed from the minutes of the actions of the Lodge thereon.

 

With this triplicate record it is not likely that, large as the number of those served may be, any loss of important material or information can occur.

 

At least three cantonments were in rather close proximity to New York City and several others had been established in various parts of the State of New York and several in the adjoining States nearby the New York Harbor. Troops were pouring into those stations from all over the country. Some of them had been accepted candidates for Masonry but had not yet been initiated; others had received one or more of their degrees, but had not yet been raised.

 

Our New York Law did not permit, nor does it now permit, a Lodge to initiate any but its own material; and the prayer from all over the country was pressing us that we find some way to help them in the situation, by initiating, passing, and raising, or of passing and raising, foreign material thus situated, as well also as some of our own Lodges in other portions of the State, whose material was due to embark for foreign service.

 

There was also an appeal for the sons of Master Masons, which was very potent and induced the Grand Master to include in his delegated authority to Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, the power to accept and to confer the three degrees upon candidates who were under the age of twenty-one, sons of Masters (Lewises in fact), provided, however, that each of such candidates should be the subject of a special and separate dispensation granted by the Grand Master after thorough inquiry into the candidate's history and the reasons advanced for the conferring of this exceptional favor.

 

M.W. Townsend Scudder, P.G.M., was appointed the Worshipful Master; R. W. George J. Jackson, Deputy Grand Master, was appointed the Senior Warden; M. W. Robert Judson Kenworthy, P.G.M., was appointed the Junior Warden; Bro. Harold E. Lippincott, Judge Advocate, was appointed Senior Deacon; R. W. John A. Dutton (then Commissioner of Appeals, now Grand Master) was appointed Junior Deacon. The remaining personnel was of similar caliber.

 

The original Committee and these Lodge Officers, with the Grand Master, foresaw the peculiar character of the service which this Lodge would be called upon to perform, and they realized early the inadaptability of the regulations and ritual to such an undertaking. Practically none of the Candidates would live in New York, nor would have leave, time or opportunity to visit New York City for instruction, and the personnel of the Lodge were busy men, who could not, if they would, go to the stations of the Candidates to instruct them. Instruction and catechism would require time.

 

The men were all, practically, on the point of embarking. New York and its neighborhood was but a brief resting place before boarding transports for foreign service. To initiate a candidate, then to postpone his passing or raising until after instruction and examination, might involve a delay in his Masonic progression that could easily cover years, if in fact he ever went further in the institution. He might be on the seas, in the trenches, or in a "better country" before the Lodge machinery could arrange for his Masonic accommodation. It was obvious that the unusual must be done, and it was done bravely and prayerfully.

 

By the authority of the Grand Master, expressly granted in the warrant, the Officers of the Lodge undertook to formulate a simplified ritual for the extraordinary purpose for which the Lodge was created and adapted. This ritual, after some evolution recommended by later experience, soon reached a high degree of perfection and rendered possible a very signal service.

 

Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, sat, in all, 36 times to confer degrees, always at New York City. Sometimes in the afternoon, usually in the evening, at substantially weekly intervals, save that in the first ten days of December, 1917, it sat twice in the space of five days.

 

These Sessions opened with the usual ceremonies, including the carrying-of the Colors. The Lodge sang the first verse of "America" with a special second verse composed during the War and which was very appropriate to the occasion. A talented quartette assisted and each degree was prefaced with a hymn especially appropriate to it. For the first degree we used "Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah", to the tune of "Autumn". The third degree was preceded by "I would not live alway". While the Lodge was closed with the hymn "O God Our Help in Ages Past".

 

The several degrees were exemplified usually by selected persons, members of the Lodge, in successive stages; the entire personnel of the Lodge however being on the qui vase to render any service which might be required. Each of these were fully equipped to take any position at a moment's notice.

 

In all cases the Candidates were vouched for by a Past Master of a regular chartered Lodge in the State of New York. A peculiar form of application with additional data relating to the military station of the applicant, yet covering all the requirements of the usual application, was adopted. Upon the Secretary fell the burden of verifying the data thus furnished, and the preparing of the detail of each communication; and at each Session, which opened at seven o'clock P. M., a roll call was made which revealed the class which had been summoned for the evening and who had been elected by the approval of the Master and Wardens who had passed upon their credentials. This service was rendered for the minimum fee prescribed by the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of New York; and no dues were imposed. A Lodge Card and a Diploma together with a Bible appropriately inscribed, was presented to each Candidate. In the Bible was attached a neat title plate on which the name of the owner was inscribed, together with the Lodge War Pledge, which read as follows:

 

We undertake to maintain our part of the War free from hatred, brutality or graft, true to the American purpose and ideals.

 

Aware of the temptations incidental to camp life and the moral and social wreckage involved, we covenant together to live the clean life and to seek to establish the American uniform as a symbol and guarantee of real manhood.

We pledge our example and our influence to make these ideals dominant in the American Army and Navy.

 

This Pledge was also administered and assented to in the course of the proceedings.

 

The degrees were conferred consecutively on one evening occupying in all approximately three and one-half hours. Upon one occasion Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, took over the entire Trestle Board of another Lodge, which for some reason was prevented from working, and upon another occasion, a special Session was held in order to confer the degrees upon a class of twenty-four soldiers and sailors from another New York lodge, treating this Session, to all intents and purposes, as its own.

 

In some cases the rendering of the service consecutively was impossible due to the requirements of one or another jurisdiction. In all such cases Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, did what it could and if the Candidate did not receive his entire Masonic work, in the matter of the degrees, it was not through any negligence of the Lodge or its officers.

 

The total number of Candidates who entered the Outer Door was 743. Of that number 439 were enrolled as members of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1; 57 were candidates under the age of twenty-one years, that is, they were in each case a "Lewis"; 131 were Candidates of New York City Lodges; 54 were Candidates from other New York Lodges outside the metropolis; while 119 were Candidates of foreign Jurisdictions.

 

The largest class of candidates present at any one Session was 54. These men were arranged in six files of nine each; a man's length between each file; at a certain stage in the work, and at a signal from the East, with one accord and in perfect unison, these Candidates experienced the full exemplification of the second section of the third degree. It is to be observed that each candidate had a Conductor who attended to the ritual throughout this section.

 

Visitors were not welcome; while each who was present, by invitation, was so employed in a valuable service, and so occupied in his own task, that at no time was any carelessness, levity or lack of dignity observed in any of the labors of the Lodge. It was a serious and holy and intense procedure. Upon the conclusion of the work for the evening the officers with scarcely an exception, however cold or inclement the weather, were wet to the skin through sheer nervous tension and the exaltation aroused by the occasion.

 

One Saturday in December, 1917, a flotilla of transports convoyed by a destroyer was due to leave the New York Harbor. Twenty-two of the personnel of the destroyer were brought in the morning to the attention of the Secretary of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1; they were properly and singularly vouched for. Their applications made out in proper form, were passed upon, after their credentials had been closely scrutinized. At seven o'clock the Session opened, most of the Candidates being accompanied by their fathers, who of course were Master Masons. At approximately eleven o'clock on a wild winter night, they left our shores, after having been taken into Masonic Fellowship, and followed by our united prayers went out upon the troubled seas, equipped each of them, so far as we could aid them, with a new inspiration and a new Light, out to the hazardous service of the Supreme Architect of the Universe and of their country.

 

At each of the Communications of the Lodge a box was passed and voluntary contributions were collected, totaling in all $3,563.21. This sum, after a modest deduction of expenses for stationery and the musical services, was placed in the War Relief Fund. It is almost interesting to record that many Lodges for whom courtesy work was rendered, voluntarily contributed to this same fund.

 

Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, was warranted, as distinguished from the usual authority of a chartered New York Lodge. This warrant gives life to its Lodge during the pleasure of the Grand Master. Since the Armistice and demobilization of our military forces a diligent effort has been made continuously to bring about the demission of the membership of our lodge to regular chartered Lodges.

 

In 1920, the Grand Master recalled the Warrants of the other four Overseas Sea and Field Lodges, and consolidated their undimited material into Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, for the purpose of record and control. At the present date only 291 out of a total of 1,192 are still undimited. Some of these no doubt are in the other world.

 

Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, still lives. Its personnel is unchanged save that in April, 1918, its Senior Warden met an untimely death and the Junior Warden was advanced to that station. Otherwise the personnel all stepped up.

 

On several occasions thereafter the Lodge was employed by the Grand Master as a convenient agency to sponsor patriotic occasions, and it will probably continue so long as it lives to be available for any emergent service upon the call of the Grand Master.

 

The particular motif of this undertaking was originally to inspire in the Candidates the virtues of decency and personal purity and respect for others. We endeavored so to exalt the spirit of the Candidates whom we served that they would not only have no fear of death should it come to them, but that they would be keen so long as they should live and the military service still embrace them, to keep themselves fit to fight if need be. It is a matter of great satisfaction that in not a few distances from time to time during the War and the years following it, letters and personal communications have been received from many indicative of their lively memory of their experiences and of the indelible lessons which were taught and which were safely received.

 

And a closing word with regard to our ritual. The standard ritual of the Grand Lodge of New York was used throughout with some abbreviations in the lectures, excepting that in the second section of the Third Degree a modification of the Emulation Ritual of the United Grand Lodge of England was used, adapted to the purposes of our undertaking. To those familiar with that Ritual, its appropriateness will be obvious. To handle any such company as 54 Candidates in one class in one and the same evening in the space of something less than an hour in the Second Section of the Third Degree would have been impossible by any other method. Altogether aside from the facility which it offered, the fine dignity and the absence of all levity was an outstanding characteristic of our War Ritual.

 

Although our method of inquiry into the qualifications may have seemed to be rather informal; however moderate or even cheap our fees may have appeared (which might have inspired some Candidates to seek membership at a material saving) yet there was but one instance in our entire experience, known to us, of any Candidate accomplishing this purpose. With that exception if it is such, we have not known of a single instance of unworthy material having been accepted by our Military Lodge.

 

The following comments from other Jurisdictions will be interesting and informing. The Fraternal Correspondent, in the Proceedings of Pennsylvania, for 1918, says that at the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of New York, held on May 7, 1918, the Grand Master, mentioning Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, said that it conferred the degrees on 431 applicants, of whom 39 were under the age of twenty- one years. He also attended the first meeting of this Lodge, at which time his son was made a Mason. The ages of the initiates under twenty-one ranged from eighteen years and four months to twenty years and ten months. The majority of them were over nineteen years.

 

In the Pennsylvania Proceedings for the following year, 1919, it is noted that:

 

In addition it [S. & F. L., No. 1] raised about 300 Candidates for other Lodges. The total membership at the date of report was 361. It conferred no degrees after the Armistice, Nov. 11, 1918. Its future existence depended at the will of the Grand Master.

 

The Fraternal Correspondent of South Dakota remarks in the Proceedings of that Grand Lodge for 1920 that:

 

The work of the Sea and Field Lodges was closed, except No. 1, which remains in existence for the purpose of placing the Masons made in all of them in regular Lodges.

 

He recommended that their names so far as appropriate be given chartered Lodges of the State from time to time.

 

As was to be expected there was not unanimous approval of New York's action on the part of other Grand Lodges. In the Proceedings of Texas for 1921 the criticism of the South Carolina correspondent is quoted with approval, and it is intimated that the Grand Lodge of New York was acting improperly in issuing warrants for Sea and Field Lodges in France, the Texas brother adding that:

 

If the Grand Lodge of New York can issue a warrant for a Lodge in France, under the jurisdiction of New York, it might with the same authority set a Lodge to work in Texas or South Carolina. 

 

The report of M.W. Bro. Townsend Scudder to Grand Lodge on the work of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, which was received and ordered printed in the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of New York for 1920, is as follows:

 

New York City, May 4, 1920. Hon. W. S. Farmer, Grand Master. Dear Sir and M. W. Brother:

 

I beg to submit the following report of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1

 

Since Nov. 9, 1918, no sessions save formal business sessions have been held. The last session was held on April 5, 1920, in conjunction with a regular session of Jonkheer Lodge, No. 865, at Yonkers, N. Y., on which occasion, by your permission, the officers of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, undertook to confer the Second Section of the Master Mason degree for that Lodge.

 

In March last you issued instructions to the Wor. Master to assimilate the undemitted material of Sea and Field Lodges Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5, overseas, and that thereafter that material should be recorded and transferred in the same manner as the material of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1. Your instructions have been carried out.

 

During the year 1919, 145 demits were issued, and from the institution of the Lodge to date 225 have been transferred to other Lodges. The number remaining upon the roll, untransferred, exclusive of the personnel, is 204.

 

Fraternally, William C. Prime,

Secretary.

 

The Grand Master's Address for the same year had the following reference to Sea and Field Lodges:

 

In my address to the Grand Lodge at its 138th Annual Communication, I stated that the warrant establishing Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, was still outstanding, and that I had also issued warrants establishing Sea and Field Lodges, Nos. 2, 3 and 4, for work and instruction overseas.

 

I did, in fact, issue warrants for Sea and Field Lodge, No. 2, with M. W. Townsend Scudder as Master, at Paris, France; Sea and Field Lodge, No. 3, with R. W. Harry B. Mook, Past Master of Excelsior Lodge No. 195, as Master, at Le Mans, France; Sea and Field Lodge, No. 4, with W. Charles T. Arrighi, Past Master of Howard Lodge, No. 35, as Master, at Marseilles, France- and Sea and Field Lodge, No. 5, with Bro. Mark E. Penney, Junior Warden of Konosioni Lodge, No. 950, as Master, at the A. E. F. University, Beaune, France.... Inasmuch as the establishment of Sea and Field Lodges was commenced in the administration of my predecessor, I should hope if my suggestion is approved that one of said Lodges may be located in Buffalo; and that I should be glad if one of them No. 2 might be located in or near my home city, Syraeuse. I should like to see them established in different parts of the State.

 

In the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Florida for 1919 is the following sympathetic account of the social activities of the lodge:

 

The first Army Lodge chartered by the State of New York known as "Sea and Field Lodge", has arranged to open and has now opened the club rooms in the basement of the Masonic Hall on Twenty-Third Street. It is probably the most magnificent club of its kind in the city. Large rooms opening from the main entrance have been remodeled and are furnished with costly rugs, tables, desks, chairs, full writing equipment, magazines, and every other convenience for a lounging room for the men in service. Attendants are on hand at all times, to render assistance to the visitors.

 

These facilities are offered only to soldiers and sailors in uniform, and all is free without a cent of charge. They also have all the privileges of the club on the top floor of the building.

 

The old banquet room has been turned into bath and amusement rooms. There are showers, tubs and lockers fitted with the very best plumbing, and there are billiard and pool rooms and there are rooms for checkers, dominoes, and shuffleboard The War Demonstration Committee of the Grand Lodge are keeping up these rooms in perfect shape and they are being visited by several hundred enlisted men almost daily.

 

In 1919 many thousands of cards were distributed throughout the embarkation centers and ports informing returning Masons of these Club Rooms in New York and extending to them every courtesy while stopping in the vicinity of New York prior to their demobilization. A photograph of one of these cards is here reproduced. It bears the seals of the Grand Lodge and of the lodge, and is signed by the Secretary. This was made out as a specimen for record.

 

The following circular letter was issued by the Grand Lodge of New York to all the Grand Lodges of the U. S. A., informing them of the formation of the Sea and Field Lodge and offering its services to them:

 

GRAND LODGE OF THE FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK MASONIC HALL. Office of the Grand Secretary.

 

New York, June 14, 1919. Most Worshipful Sir and Dear Brother:

 

The Constitution of the Grand Lodge of New York gives it jurisdiction over all men serving in the United States Army and Navy. The Grand Lodge of New York has warranted Sea and Field Lodges in France, and may warrant some in the occupied territory to serve the Craft if the circumstances justify this course. Notwithstanding the fact that under its Constitution the Grand Lodge can accept material resident of other jurisdictions when serving in the United States Army or Navy, it has hesitated so to do and has uniformly sought the acquiescence of the Grand Lodge in the jurisdiction in which the Candidate resided, when in civil life.

 

We appreciate fully that most Grand Lodge Constitutions have no provisions to meet conditions prevailing in war times and that few Grand Lodges have provided for waivers excepting through the medium of the local lodge within the jurisdiction of which the candidate resides.

 

An important part of our service to the Craft overseas is to correct the unfavorable impressions which our younger members had gained through the failure of our Fraternity to serve them independently over there as a war relief organization. It happens that much can be done to retrieve our failure and further our cause by accepting certain candidates whose influence and good will we can use for the betterment of the condition of our members.

 

We would like to have it understood that your Grand Lodge will not take offense if in our effort to serve American Masons overseas in some eases we initiate, pass and raise material which in civil life would belong to you exclusively.

 

These men will become members of our Sea and Field Military Lodges. We will carry them until they have had a reasonable time to affiliate elsewhere. We confer the degree for the minimum of $20. Of course the money is not a factor. Our sole purpose is to help our boys overseas. When the new members return they will affiliate where they belong and an affiliation fee in their ease can be made to equal the home initiation fee, if that will better suit local sentiment.

 

The purpose of this letter is to receive from you, if it seem to you proper, some assurances that in this Service overseas to the Fraternity as a whole the American Masonic Mission will not give offense to your Grand Lodge when it accepts candidates in the service hailing in civil life from your jurisdiction

 

Very truly,

Grand Secretary.

 

This letter aroused mixed feelings in the various Grand Lodges. Some granted this permission while others summarily refused to do so and declared summary action against any material received by the New York overseas lodges that came from their Grand Jurisdictions. The letter, as a historical document, indicates a genuine effort on the part of New York to meet and solve a wartime emergency situation.

 

APPENDIX

 

It will be useful, as will as interesting, to put on record The Warrants by which Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, was constituted.

 

Sit Lax Et Lax Fait.

 

I, Thomas Penney, Grand Master of Masons in the State of New York, do by these presents, appoint, authorize and empower our worthy Brother Townsend Scudder to be the Master- our worthy Brother George J. Jackson to be the Senior Warden; our worthy Brother Robert Judson Kenworthy to be the Junior Warden; our worthy Brother Arthur K. Kuhn to be the Treasurer- our worthy Brother William C. Prime to be the Secretary, our worthy Brother Harold E. Lippineott to be the Senior Deacon; our worthy Brother John A. Dutton to be the Junior Deacon of a Sea and Field Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, to be by virtue hereof, constituted, formed and held at the City of New York, and elsewhere as may be convenient and necessary, which lodge shall be distinguished and known by the name or style of Sea and Field Lodge No. 1 and the said Master is hereby authorized to appoint subordinate officers of said lodge; and said lodge is authorized to adopt all such by-laws and regulations for the governance of its proceedings and labour, Subject to any approval, as it may see fit.

 

And further the said lodge is hereby invested with full power and authority to assemble on proper and lawful occasions and to confer upon candidates who have been elected and initiated members of a regular lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York, and who have actually enlisted or been drafted or commissioned officers in the United States Forces in the present great war; the Second and Third Degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry, without the usual interval, and without the usual proof of suitable proficiency in the preceding degrees- and, to elect, initiate, pass and raise, without the usual formalities and requirements of chartered lodges, candidates, residents of the State of New York, who have actually enlisted, or been drafted or commissioned officers in the United States Forces in the present great war, who apply therefor in writing, and who satisfy the Master and Wardens of said lodge that they are qualified, and who are about to be sent out of this jurisdiction on duty, and on payment of twenty dollars- and to initiate, pass and raise candidates who have actually enlisted or been drafted, or commissioned officers in the United States Forces on the present great war, residents of other states, who have been initiated or passed, or who having been elected members of regular lodges in their respective states, have not been initiated, upon the request of the Grand Master, and Satisfactory proof that they have paid all fees required by the laws of the jurisdiction in which they were respectively elected, as also to do and perform all and every such acts and things appertaining to the Craft as have been and ought to be done for the Honor and Advantage thereof.

 

Membership or Officership in said lodge shall in nowise impair or affect existing membership or officership in a regular chartered lodge.

 

Said lodge shall have a seal and shall have and keep all books required to Abe kept by regular lodges in the State of New York, and the same and all records to be surrendered to the Grand Lodge on the termination of this warrant.

 

This warrant shall terminate at the pleasure of the Grand Master.

 

Given under my hand and Private Seal at the City of New York, in the United States of America, this sixth day of October in the year of our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and seventeen, and in the year of Masonry, five thousand and nine hundred and seventeen.

 

(Signed) Thomas Penney,

(Seal) Grand Master.

 

Sit Lung Et Lux Flit.

 

Thomas Penney, Grand Master.

 

I, Thomas Penney, Grand Master of Masons in the State of New York, do, by these presents, simplify and enlarge the authority and power heretofore granted by me to Sea and Field Lodge No. 1, and to certain brethren appointed officers thereof, as appears by the warrant thereof, granted by me and dated on the 6th day of October, 1917, by expressly authorizing and empowering said lodge to initiate candidates who have been elected members of a regular Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York, and who have actually enlisted or been drafted or commissioned officers in the United States forces in the present great war, and who, for reasons satisfactory to the Master and Wardens of said Sea and Field Lodge No. 1, are unable to present themselves for initiation to the lodge which elected them, upon request of said lodge, and satisfactory proof that they have paid all fees required to be paid by said lodge, or upon payment thereof to said Sea and Field Lodge No. 1.

 

This supplemental Warrant shall terminate with the original warrant at the pleasure of the Grand Master.

 

Given under my hand and private seal at the City of New York in the United States of America this 29th day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand, nine hundred and seventeen, and in the year of Masonry five thousand, nine hundred and seventeen.

 

(Signed) Thomas Penney, 
Grand Master (Seal)

 

Visitors were not received in the lodge except by invitation because of the strenuous character of its labors. The following is a copy of the invitation to the first meeting:

 

GRAND LODGE, F. & A. M. State of New York.

 

The honor of your presence is requested at the first Communication of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, Wednesday evening, October 10, 1917, at six o'clock.

Assembly in the Grand Master's Room, Masonic Hall, on the hour sharp.

 

By order of Townsend Scudder Master. 

Wm. C. Prime, Secretary. 

---------------------

American Army Lodges in the World War

Sea and Field Lodge No. 2 of New York Stationed in Paris

BY CHARLES F. IRWIN, Associate Editor
Builder Magazine – March 1929
 

TO approach the problem of recounting the history of the several Army Lodges established in France by the Grand Lodge of New York it is necessary to make a brief survey of the efforts of the American Craft to carry aid and comradeship to the Masons who went across the seas in the service of our government during the war.

 

The war, as everyone knows, was officially declared in April of 1917. By midsummer troops began to cross the Atlantic as an advance guard of the later movement. As early as August of that summer a group of Engineers and others, aboard the Cunarder "Saxonia", met in one of the Ward Rooms for a delightful evening of Fellowship, and formed, for that occasion, an informal association to which they attached the name "Saxonia Lodge, Somewhere at Sea." The story of that evening will be told later in this series.

 

In the old Coast Defense a Club had been organized, known as the "Fellowcraft Club." And when this branch was reorganized into the Coast Artillery and broken up into a number of regiments, the parent Club was likewise separated into a group of Clubs. And among these, several went across and took root, first at Bordeaux, and later, scattered throughout France wherever the former units of the Coast Guard (now the C. A. C.) were stationed.

 

Meanwhile the Masonic bodies at home were busy forming various kinds of organizations, every one of which had the welfare and comfort of Craftsmen and their families at heart. Out in Missouri the Grand Lodge created an "Overseas Commission", and appointed a number of their members as a Committee to proceed to Europe and survey the situation, with a view to relief, not only to Americans, but also to all the Allied countries. The Chairman of the Committee was W. Bro. George S. McLanahan.

 

In the Grand Lodge of Ohio, William Melish, known and loved throughout the United States, had fathered and started an organization called the "Masonic War Relief Association of the U.S.A." This organization eventually spread beyond the confines of this Grand Lodge.

 

The Southern Jurisdiction Scottish Rite very early in 1917 took practical steps to survey the situation and sent to Paris Judge George F. Moore, Sovereign Grand Commander, with several of their prominent members. The stories of all these movements will find a place later in this series.

 

 In the Grand Lodge of New York, in the reconvened Annual Communication of 1917, a Resolution was introduced looking toward active work for the relief of American Masons within our forces and candidates for the degrees in the same. Their efforts culminated in the formation of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, the story of which was told last month. At the same time this Grand Lodge organized an "Overseas Masonic Mission" with powers to proceed to France and survey the Field, and, if it was deemed necessary and advisable, to issue dispensations for Sea and Field Lodges. The Chairman of this Mission was Chief Justice Townsend Scudder of the Highest Court within the State of New York. Associated with Justice Scudder were a number of the finest type of professional and business men, all leaders in the Masonic Fraternity. The story of this Mission will be made a matter of a special paper a little later.

 

But the story of this Mission is so intertwined in the history of the four Sea and Field Lodges of France that it is necessary for me to go somewhat into their preliminary history here. Many Craftsmen wondered during the year 1918, and in the winter months of 1918-19, why it was that the home Lodges seemed to have forgotten their very existence. It is due to these Masonic bodies to speak very frankly in this paper. And I want to say that the Masonic Fraternity was not negligent nor static during those months. Anyone who will take the trouble to secure a copy of the "Report of the Masonic Overseas Mission", issued on Dec. 31, 1918, by the Grand Lodge of New York, will find, after reading the 129 pages of this report, which is signed by every member of the Committee, why Masonry was unable to follow its members across the seas until after the Armistice. A reading of this report would be very healthy food for those Masons who still hold fond fancies as to the general friendliness that is supposed to exist toward the Fraternity throughout the United States.

 

Suffice it to say here that passports which were first assured to this Mission in the summer of 1918 were refused by the Government for almost a year; statements were issued that General Pershing was opposed to the entrance of the Fraternity into France in 1918, which statements he has, I am informed, since denied, comparatively recently in fact. After the heaviest pressure was placed upon the former Secretary of War, and even the President, the only way the representatives of the forty-nine Grand Lodges of America could get to France was in the garb of the Y.M.C.A., designated as Secretaries of the same.

 

However, the New York Mission finally landed in France, and reached Paris in February, 1919, and proceeded immediately to obtain information as to the state of affairs in regard to Masonry. They found Judge Moore already there and assisted in opening the Paris Overseas Club. The formal housewarming of this headquarters was on the twenty-second of the same month. The Masons working at the Headquarters of the Y. M. C. A. at Paris had already formed the Trowel and Triangle Club, the membership of which was composed of Y. M. C. A. Secretaries scattered throughout France. The story of this Club will have to come later.

 

Judge Moore soon after returned home. The Overseas Mission fitted themselves into the scheme of things as they found them and proceeded to organize, the Y. M. C. A. authorities giving them such assistance as lay in their power. The Mission found a home at 10 Victor Emmanuel, and made this the center of their work.

 

As soon as practicable, members of the Mission visited all parts of the country to see what was to be done. Their experiences are being prepared now by former members of the Mission and will find a place later on in the series.

 

It was apparent to Justice Scudder and his companions that the establishment of a Sea and Field Lodge at Paris would be very valuable, and so under the authority of the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of New York the dispensation issued to Bro. Townsend Scudder was put into effect, and with Bro. Scudder as Worshipful Master, Thomas Channing Moore as Senior Warden, and Merwin W. Lay as Junior Warden, Sea and Field Lodge, No. 2, Paris, France, was instituted.

 

Associated with these brethren were William C. Prime, as Secretary; George S. Goodrich, as Senior Deacon; B. D. Norman, as Junior Deacon; and C. B. Blackwell as Junior Deacon.

 

The story of this Lodge was reported to the Grand Lodge in 1920 by Bro. Scudder and published in the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge for 1920. I am here largely reproducing this report, because being told so soon after the events happened, and by the Master of the Lodge himself, the story is not only official but undoubtedly comprehensive and accurate.

 

Justice Scudder said:

 

When you appointed me Chairman of the Mission to Freemasons in the United States Forces Overseas, you also commissioned me as your plenipotentiary in territory outside the United States, with all power and authority possessed by yourself as Grand Master, in respect of Freemasons without the United States, owing obedience to the Grand Lodge of New York in respect of the relations of the Grand Lodge of New York with Masonic Grand Jurisdictions overseas, and you committed to my care four Warrants for Overseas Sea and Field Lodges exclusively military in their character, which Warrants were signed by you Dec. 24, 1918. You instructed me to complete the same by inserting the names of the seven principal officers of each at my discretion, and in case I should determine that the welfare of the members of the Fraternity from New York, with the A. E. F., required it, or would be promoted thereby, to institute said Lodges, or any thereof, as regular Naval or Military Masonic Lodges, in such places without the United States as I should see fit, for service to and with the men enlisted, drafted or commissioned in the United States Forces in the Great War, or regular members of the A. E. F. - Y.M.C.A. or American Red Cross ministering to our men.

 

You will discover in this paragraph that most extraordinary powers were granted by Grand Master W. S. Farmer to his Committee. How statesmanlike was his masterly foresight, and his confidence in the ability of his committee to proceed on wise and sound lines, even if far away from New York! So utterly different from many other Grand Masters who displayed such timidity and fear as to the Masons who went with the Army, lest they might not know how to proceed nor be able to control their zeal, should they be given powers to act as Masons when abroad ! Particularly noticeable is the absence of any "strings," of fettering provisos and exceptions, to the commission granted to Justice Scudder. The soundness of his procedure, and the type of men he chose for the responsible places in the four Overseas Lodges justified this carte blanches and is in strong contrast to the hesitating and the non possums attitude, found elsewhere. Of course, these other rulers of the Craft may have been justified concerning their own members. Regarding this they were perhaps the best judges, though my own observation does not incline me to agree with them.

 

Bro. Scudder in his report gives the blank dispensations used by all four of Field Lodges:

 

SIT LUX ET LUX FUIT William S. Farmer, Grand Master

 

I, William S. Farmer, Grand Master of Masons in the State of New York, do, by these presents, appoint, authorize and empower our

 

Worthy Brother   to be Master, our 

Worthy Brother   to be Senior Warden, our 

Worthy Brother   to be Junior Warden, our 

Worthy Brother   to be the Treasurer, our 

Worthy Brother   to be the Secretary, our 

Worthy Brother   to be the Senior Deacon, our 

Worthy Brother   to be the Junior Deacon

 

of a Sea and Field Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, to be, by virtue hereof, constituted, formed and held at the City of New York, and elsewhere and Overseas, as may be convenient and necessary, which Lodge shall be distinguished and known by the name or style of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 2, and the said Master is hereby authorized to appoint subordinate officers of said Lodge; and said Lodge is authorized to adopt all such by-laws and regulations for the governance of its proceedings and labor, subject to my approval as it may see fit.

 

And, further, the said Lodge is hereby invested with full power and authority to assemble on all proper and lawful occasions and to elect and confer the three degrees, or either of them, of Ancient Craft Masonry, without the usual formalities and requirements of chartered Lodges upon Candidates, who have actually enlisted, or been drafted, or commissioned officers in the United States forces in the present great War, and who apply therefore in writing and satisfy the Master and Wardens of said Lodge that they are qualified, and in case they be sons of Master Masons, so they be over the age of eighteen years; and on payment of twenty dollars; as also to do and perform all and every such acts and things appertaining to the Craft as have been, and ought to be, done for the honor and advantage thereof.

 

Membership or officership in said Lodge shall in no wise impair or affect existing membership or officership in a regular chartered or warranted Lodge.

 

Said Lodge shall have a seal and shall have and keep all books required to be kept by regular Lodges in the State of New York, the same and all records to be surrendered to the Grand Lodge on the termination of this warrant.

 

This warrant shall terminate at the pleasure of the Grand Master.

 

Given under my hand and Private Seal, at the City of New York, in the United States of America, this ..... day of .... in the year of our Lord, One thousand nine hundred and eighteen.

 

Carrying with him these warrants in blank form, Bro. Scudder and his Mission set sail, and he relates what occurred as follows:

 

I left New York Jan. 30, 1919, and arrived in London, via Glasgow, Feb. 8, remaining seven days, which were devoted to examining into the welfare of our numerous sailors at several Naval Bases, in the United Kingdom, and many soldiers and sailors on leave in Condone or at the several rest camps. Inquiry of the proper authority of the United Grand Lodge of England led me to believe that objection would not be made to a Sea and Field Lodge at some place in that Jurisdiction if I should decide that the welfare of our men would be promoted thereby. I also studied war service and activity of the United Grand Lodge of England to the end that we might profit by the experience of our mother Grand Lodge.

 

I proceeded to Paris, arriving Feb. 15. We had mailed to France, in anticipation of our arrival, some fifty letters addressed to well- known Brethren with the Forces announcing our coming and giving them our address in Paris, and soliciting their advice as to the paramount needs of men in the service and particularly of our Brethren. Answers to these inquiries soon began to come in, and in addition an active correspondence commenced with Masonic Clubs which we located by various means, including advertisement in the Daily Mail, the Paris Herald and the Stars and Stripes. Through the Trowel and Triangle Club, an organization of Freemasons, who were Secretaries of the A. E. F.-Y. M. C. A., through personal interviews with officers and men, members of the Fraternity who came to us in Paris, and through a thorough canvas of the whole of France by the several members of the Mission, I endeavored to sense the situation and determine the needs of our men.

 

I was greatly enlightened on conditions in the occupied territory by interviews with Major W. S. Solomon, 417 Telegraph Battalion, Signal Corps, a prominent and zealous member of the Fraternity from Rhode Island, who was stationed at Coblentz and who had, as President, undertaken the reorganization of the Third Army Masonic Club in the occupied territory of Germany, assisted by M.W. Wendell Davis, Past Grand Master, and by R. W. James S. Collins, then Deputy Grand Master, now Grand Master of Rhode Island, both secretaries of the A. E. F.-Y. M. C. A. These Brethren, who had been with the forces for months, in conflict, and behind the lines, and who had been in Germany for some time since the Armistice, not only recognized the need of the Masonic Club referred to, but had cabled the Grand Master of Rhode Island, requesting a Warrant for an Overseas Lodge with the Army of Occupation, and in due time were assured that there request had been granted and a Warrant dispatched. I offered these Brethren, whatever I might decide as respects Lodge activities in France, to hold for them one of the Warrants which I carried, until their own should arrive, or until they should be assured it had not been lost in transit. Their Warrant, a replica as to authority of those entrusted to me, arrived in due course, and Overseas Rhode Island Lodge, with Bro. Davis as W. Master, did valiant service for the A. E. F. in the Occupied Territory and I am informed has been preserved as a living instrumentality for such service as may be required of it, at home. By virtue of the authority invested in me, I exchanged plenary waivers, over all material in France and in Germany, respectively, with Overseas Rhode Island Lodge and referred to it all requests for courtesy service coming to me, affecting men stationed in the Occupied Territory.

 

The story of this Rhode Island Lodge was given in the January number of THE BUILDER. This mention by Bro. Scudder calls attention to the perfect harmony that prevailed among the several Masonic bodies representing various groups of Masons at home. The kindly and courteous fellowship did much to deepen the loyalty of the rank and file to the Institution.

 

The next thing dealt with in the report is the baffling and perplexing problem of French Masonry. Bro. Scudder said in regard to this:

 

At the Conference of Grand Masters, held at New York May 9, 1918, the possibility of Overseas Lodge activity under New York auspices, was intimated to certain of the representatives of Grand Jurisdictions there assembled, and by some, plenary authority was granted me, to accommodate their material applying to me in France, without reference to headquarters.

 

Though the Grand Lodge of New York was not, and is not, in fraternal relation with any French Grand Jurisdiction, I bore letters to the Conseil Federal of the Grand Orient, and to the Grande Loge de France, and also to the Supreme Conseil of the Rite Ecossais Ancien et Accepte; also to Brother Edmond Heiseh, Senior Grand Warden of the Grand Loge National et Regulaire pour la France, and soon presented them and established most amicable and friendly personal relations with them all. With each of these Obediences the possibility of Lodge activity in France, under authority of the Grand Master of Masons in the State of New York, for the benefit of the A. E. F. was discussed, and from each cordial acquiescence was received, and offers of use of all facilities and premises belonging to them, without change, were graciously made. It would be difficult to imagine a more perfect courtesy than that shown me, and all American Freemasons with whom I came in contact, by the Masonic Authorities and brethren of France.

 

In this statement I am sure the host of American Masons in the A. E. F. who came to know the French brethren will agree. I had a wide contact with French Freemasons throughout France and found them invariably courteous, generous, willing to exhaust themselves to care for our Masonic needs. I also found them to constitute the highest mentality in that nation and believe that within the ranks of Freemasonry in France is to be found the great underlying stable force that keeps France poised and sound.

 

But returning to the story as told by Bro. Scudder:

 

As graphically descriptive of the condition of our men when I arrived in France, let me quote the following from an article by Katherine Mayo in the Outlook for March 3, 1920. Referring to Le Mans, she wrote:

 

"In order to appreciate, however, anything of what it really meant, one should be able to realize, as perhaps only an eyewitness can do, the utter depression, the weight of melancholy the general low morale of the whole body of troops held waiting in the Embarkation Center Area.

 

"The great machine that had been throwing men across the ocean into France was now to be reversed. All the big, nervous effort that had preceded the Armistice had stopped short. The excitement was over. A dull, long pause had ensued. Men had begun to fret and fear about their jobs at home- to ponder at leisure the possible personal cost of their war period. Mail service had been exceedingly defective. For many months, in many eases, home news had been entirely shut off. Meantime, in America, the influenza had Slain its thousands, and every man who had failed to hear from his family dreaded the possible truth.

 

"Under conditions as anxious as these, with little but time killing labor to occupy attention and with sailing orders still delayed, a vicious circle of thought ground on."

 

 I saw these same conditions. Each member of the Mission saw them in every part of France where our men were. The sad story was brought to me by Masons in numbers, and by others, competent observers.

 

I became convinced that valuable as was the influence of the Masonic Club, it was not sufficient. The existence of Masonic life, to vary the tedium of existence, was necessary. Once established it came to the knowledge of innumerable non-Masons buddies of our brethren in the service, and they were keen to acquire the same privilege. The need for more genuine Masonic life than the Club could afford was conspicuous. If we were justified in our effort to serve in the activity of our Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, in New York, and in our regularly chartered lodges, men about to be sent out of the country, surely in their sorry plight, if we could, it was our duty to serve them "over there."

 

I decided to institute Sea and Field Lodge! No. 2, in Paris, and arranged with the officers of the Grande Loge National, to rent quarters for that lodge at 42 rue Rochechouart, Paris, in the headquarters in France of that Grand Jurisdiction, and equipped our premises there with such furnishings as were needed. You had designated the personnel of this lodge in the Warrant which you had signed, and it was supplemented by Brothers Davis and Collins of Rhode Island, Kelly of Nebraska Lee of Oklahoma, Crouch of West Virginia, Eddy, now Grand Master of Michigan, Acker, Past Grand Master of Texas, and many other keenly interested and devoted brethren, hailing from all over the United States.

 

It sat first on April 3, 1919, and nine times thereafter, its last session being July 10, 1919, at which you were present and took part, and it conferred the degrees of Craft Masonry on 278 candidates, which included 40 candidates accommodated by courtesy for other lodges.

 

The full personnel, and the roster, are appended to this report together with the same information respecting the other Sea and Field Lodges temporarily located in France in the A. E. F.

 

Thus we have a clear and, to my mind, a very true picture of the conditions under which this Mission operated, and of the causes that led to the formation of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 2, and its companion lodges. What they meant to the Craft can never be overstated. The tonic they injected into the demoralized conditions during the period of waiting; the progress of activity which they provided; the outlet for the pent up emotions. As I sat in the East at the closing communication of the Lodge in Paris, in July, and watched the eager faces of the brethren and candidates, I was confirmed in my profound conviction that the Military Lodge is just as justifiable, and just as rational, as any civilian lodge ever was. Only those who have passed through the field conditions of war can appreciate the tremendous import of the close association afforded by the Masonic Lodge to men whose whole nature is strung almost to the breaking point.

 

The tabulation of statistics referred to by Justice Scudder is as follows. It covers the entire life and service of the lodge. A close study of this chart yields much valuable information.

 

	Communications
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10 
	Totals

	Dates (1919)
	4
	4
	4
	5
	5
	5
	6
	6
	6
	7
	 

	 
	3
	8 
	18
	2
	15
	29
	5
	19
	26
	10
	 

	S & F Material
	5
	1
	9
	1 
	11
	28
	21
	50
	50
	63
	239

	N.Y. Lodges
	2
	 
	1
	 
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	6

	Other Jurisdiction
	5
	 
	5
	1
	10
	6
	4
	1
	2
	 3
	37

	Totals
	12
	1 
	15
	2
	24
	34
	25
	51
	52
	66
	282

	Dimitted: (1919) 31, (1920)
	 
	39
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	70

	New York Lodges
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1

	Other Jurisd.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1st Deg
	1
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2

	2nd "
	1
	1
	2
	2
	3
	1
	1
	 
	3
	 
	14

	3rd "
	2
	 
	1
	2
	1
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	7


 

 

Going into these statistics a little in detail we discover that the courtesy work covered candidates from Missouri, Ohio, Oregon, Texas, Washington, Indiana, Kentucky, Ontario, Georgia, Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, South Dakota, California, Kansas, New Jersey, Montana, Tennessee, England, France, South Carolina.

 

This Mission carried with it the following authorization from a number of the Grand Lodges which had assembled at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, to discuss the Masonic situation both at home and abroad in 1918:

 

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY OF BROTHER

 

TOWNSEND SCUDDER GRAND LODGE OF IOWA, A. F. & A. M. Geo. L. Schoonover Grand Master of Masons of Iowa Anamosa, Iowa.

 

This is to certify that at a conference of Grand Masters of Masons in the United States, held November 26, 27 and 28, 1918, at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, the following resolution was duly adopted:

 

Be it resolved, That Brother Townsend Scudder, Past Grand Master of New York, and the Chairman of the Commissioners appointed by the Grand Master of New York. to undertake the Overseas work among the soldiers and sailors of the American Expeditionary Force, be and he is hereby, appointed and designated as the agent and Commissioner of this Conference and the Grand Jurisdictions here represented, and those which may hereafter adopt the Constitution of the Masonic Service Association of the United States, to take charge of the overseas work contemplated and embodied in the Constitution this day adopted.

 

GEORGE L. SCHOONOVER, Chairman of the Conference.

Attest: NEWTON R. PARVIN, Secretary of the Conference.  December 1, 1918.

 

From this document it is to be seen that the Mission Overseas was acting not only for New York, but also for a group of Grand Lodges who had subscribed to the Constitution of the newly organized Masonic Service Association.

 

With the winding up of the work of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 2, of Paris overseas, the records of this and the other New York Lodges were returned by the Mission to New York, and deposited in the archives of the Grand Lodge of New York.

 

The roster of No. 2 was consolidated with that of No. 1, and provision was made to dimit all material on the No. 2 roster to the various lodges within whose jurisdiction the membership of No. 2 resided when at home. This dimitted membership was not turned adrift without further knowledge and information to the Grand Lodges involved, but full information was transmitted by Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, to the Grand Officers of the Grand Lodges, within whose bounds the dimitted brethren resided, so that a check up could be maintained.

 

In spite of all this care there were wartime candidates, made overseas, who did not take up their dimits, and in these cases the brothers have been carried on the roster of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, of New York City.

 

In a letter which I received some time ago from my friend and brother Merwin W. Lay, one of the Overseas Mission. I find this paragraph:

 

Sea and Field Lodge, No. 2 (the Paris Lodge), has been perpetuated by a dispensation from our Grand Master to veterans of the war, and I am glad it is located in Syracuse.

 

Thus the brethren of New York have proceeded to do what those of Rhode Island did; they have perpetuated the names and the activities of these overseas Army Lodges. It was a wise provision, and as the years stretch out their course, more and more will these names gather to themselves memories and traditions of inestimable value to their membership and to the Craft at large.

 

Too much praise to the members of the Overseas Mission cannot be given. And alongside this praise must ever be added the praise for the foresightedness of those Grand Lodges which made possible the formation of the Masonic Service Association in the time of War to meet the stringent requirements laid upon the Craft by the Government, when great need arose for universal Masonic aid to the Craft under arms.

 

That the reader may once more be reminded of the brothers who carried on the labors of this Army Lodge, I offer the tableau of their Lodge:

 

W. M. 
Townsend Scudder, New York City. 

S. W. 
Thomas Channing Moore, New York City. 

J. W. 
Mermin W. Lay, Syracuse, N. Y.

Secy. 
William C. Prime, Yonkers, N. Y. 

Treas. .......... 

S. D. 
George S. Goodrich, Bronxville, N. Y. 

J. D. 
B. D. Norman. 

Tyler 
C. B. Blackwell.

 

I cannot close my story of this Lodge without revealing a personal contact I had with Sea and Field, No. 2, in Paris. It is my first and only opportunity to get back at dear Bro. Goodrich, who caused me to have a rather embarrassing interview with my good wife upon my return home. I had received a very distressing letter from my home parish, from a widowed and crippled aged mother, asking me to try to locate the grave of her son. I obtained leave and went to Paris, from which city I planned to re-visit the battle front and attempt to find the boy's resting place. In Paris I ran in to the headquarters of the Overseas Mission, as I was wont to do every time I went there. Having heard of the fund of money they had at their command I resolved to try them out in order that I might testify upon return to America to the actual working of their financial scheme. I had more than sufficient money in my money belt to cover all my expenses. Nevertheless I remarked to Bro. Goodrich, who presided over the office at this time, "How about a little loan for a few weeks ?" "Help yourself," replied George. Opening a drawer in his desk he displayed enough French paper money to paper the four walls of an office. I closed my eyes, stretched my fingers to utmost capacity, and reached in. I drew out my hand holding a bundle of the money. Saying good-bye I left the office and went down to the street. Then I retraced my steps and looked into the office once more and said, "Goodrich, you never asked me for a receipt." "Get along with you," replied he, "you have sufficient credentials already. You are a Mason, a Chaplain, and officer of the U. S. Army." I wrote out an I. O. U. after this manner: "This is to acknowledge the receipt of a loan of ..... francs from the Overseas Mission, Paris." I signed my name and went out. I had assured Bro. Goodrich I would send him a French Postal Order as soon as I returned to my station. He was to send to me the I. O. U. After some time on the old battle line I returned to my station and sent the Postal Order to Paris. But Goodrich never sent the I. O. U. back to camp. After months in the service I landed in my home town in the late summer of 1919, and a few days later my wife came to me with a very serious face, and handing me a slip of paper inquired, "What does this mean? Why were you in Paris, without any money?" Goodrich had sent the I. O. U. to my American address. And to this day my wife has a reminiscent gleam in her eye every time Paris is mentioned in conversation. Thus in my earnest desire to test the generosity of the Masons at home, I created a situation that almost severed my relations with "friend" wife. I have long wanted to get back at Bro. Goodrich, and now after almost ten years I have accomplished it.

------------

 

American Army Lodges in the World War

Sea and Field Lodge No. 3, at Le Mans, France

By BRO. CHARLES F. IRWIN, Associate Editor
Builder Magazine – April 1929
 

IN our studies thus far into the American Field Lodges that were active during the World War we have covered considerable space and have already brought to the student Masons the realization that our Fraternity had a vital place in the life of the soldiers who constituted the American Forces.

 

Last month we had presented to us the record of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 2, which was stationed at Paris. New York in like manner has the credit of placing one of her Overseas Field Lodges at the center of the A. E. F. Forwarding activities.

 

To understand why Le Mans was selected -as a point of strategic importance it is necessary for you to look carefully at the war map of the A. E. F. You will there discover that of the many ports of debarkation whereby our American Forces were landed in France and distributed throughout that country, the Harbor of Brest was the one through which the largest number of our forces passed. Now it is not only important to have a Port of Entry but the constant stream of Americans who were entering France daily had to be distributed in such manner that congestion at the coast might be avoided. The ships were arriving in such numbers that thousands of men and huge quantities of supplies were daily entering France and disembarking at its forts.

 

Nature and man's application of modes of transportation have made of Brittany a region especially fitted for the handling of such problems as transportation, housing, and training. It is a rugged, hilly section of France. Large sections are heavily wooded and towns are often at considerable distances from each other. Consequently it is an ideal location for the training of artillery. Thus large numbers of our Artillery Brigades were moved from Brest to camps in Brittany where they completed their preliminary practice prior to the passing up into the Battle Zones. The Infantry were moved more quickly to regions south and southeast of Paris.

 

Le Mans is on the main line of the railroad running from Brest to Tours and Paris. It became naturally the center around which many of the American Divisions found temporary quarters before being broken up and scattered throughout the country. The Eighty third Division for example became a Replacement Division and was practically a permanent resident of the Le Mans region. Its artillery was detached and sent forward and attached to other divisions.

 

Consequently, both prior to the Armistice and afterwards, hundreds of thousands of our soldiers were stationed in the Le Mans district. The welfare activities of all the accredited civilian organizations set up shop within Brittany and ministered to our men. Especially was this true of the Y. M. C. A. which established a complete organization throughout the Brittany borders and especially at Le Mans. Among the secretaries that were stationed at Le Mans was Brother Harry B. Mook, member of Excelsior Springs Lodge, No. 195, New York City. His position was  one of responsibility and he threw himself into the welfare work with great zeal. He tells me that very early in the life of the Le Mans American Occupation the Masons got together. In a letter he puts it this way: several months previous to the entry of Masonry into France, a number of Y. M. C. A. Secretaries being Masons organized the AMERICAN MASONIC CLUB and honored me with the Presidency. Our Club house was situated at 45 rue Chanzy, quite a pretentious building. The American Officers and Doughboys joined in large numbers making the undertaking a financial and social success. Here we billeted both officers and doughboys under the same roof and here they met upon a common level. A request to the Commanding Officers of the different camps brought Military Bands and Jazz Orchestras from the different units. The female element was supplied by girls from the Y. M. C. A., Red Cross, and English "Waes." The conditions in the area at that time were very depressing. Morale was at a very low ebb. The description given by Miss Katherine Mayo which was quoted in the account of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 2, last month did not overstate matters.  If anything the reverse for no one who was not in it could ever fully appreciate it.

 

. . . the big nervous effort that had preceded the Armistice had stopped short. The excitement was over. A dull long pause had ensued. Men had begun to fret and fear about their jobs at home; to ponder at leisure the possible personal cost of their war period. Mail service had been exceedingly defective. For many months in many eases home news had been entirely cut off. Meantime in America the influenza had slain its thousands, and every man who had failed to hear from his family dreaded the possible truth....

 

It is little wonder that men felt as they did under such conditions, which were generally true all over France, but especially in this center through which were to flow for months the returning millions of Americans when the Overseas Masonic Commission began to study the Situation of France, from a Masonic standpoint.

 

The New York Mission went down from Paris to Le Mans and were conducted over the Le Mans Area. They saw the preparations that had been made to accommodate thousands upon thousands of Americans eastward moving. They saw these same thousands re-appearing westward into the Le Mans Area until over 300,000 men were billeted within the area at one time. Situations were constantly arising that demanded the wisest and most intensively directed activities to bulwark the morale of these men.

 

SEA AND FIELD LODGE, NO. 3, CONSTITUTED

 

No condition could be more challenging to a group of experienced Freemasons than this. Their problem resolved itself into a very clear proposition. Had Masonry within it upon such a condition and work out plans whereby men could be held to the highest ideals of their kind? The Masonic Overseas Mission were convinced that it did, Bro. Scudder took action. In his Report to the Grand Lodge of New York in 1920, he says:

 

I also instituted Sea and Field Lodge, No. 3, at Le Mans, the great Embarkation Center, with R. W. Harry B. Mook, of New York, as Wor. Master, which sat 12 times at the Temple of the Lodge Les Amis du Progres of Grand Orient, No. 3 rue Gastelier, and conferred the degrees on 203 Candidates, which included 14 Candidates accommodated by courtesy for other Lodges. Its first session was April 9, 1919, and its last June 21, 1919.

 

In the same volume of Proceedings, we find also the report Brother Mook made to the Masonic Mission:

 

M. W. Townsend Scudder, Past Grand Master of Masons of the State of New York, Chairman. Masonic Overseas Mission.

 

Dear Sir and M. W. Brother:

 

Herewith I submit a report of the activities of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 3, located at Le Mans, France.

 

From Aug 26, 1918 I was stationed at Le Mans, France as Regional Director of the A. E. F.-Y. M. C. A. in that area. Le Mans is approximately 240 kilometers (130 miles) in a general southerly direction from Paris, and had been early in 1918 established as a camp for the American forces, with a quota of approximately 4,000 men.

 

THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE AMERICAN TROOPS

 

Soon after the Armistice, the necessity of withdrawing the American troops from the front and from their several billets was presented to the Commander-in-Chief, and pending the determination by the Government to return the troops to America, and the method of such return it was planned that the Le Mans area, comprising roughly the territory centering about Le Mans with a diameter of 100 miles, should be expanded as a so-called embarkation camp to a capacity of approximately 325,000 men, for the purpose of providing accommodations for the men thus necessarily transferred, and for whom accommodations elsewhere, and particularly at the seaboard were entirely lacking.

 

The enterprise was speedily undertaken and promptly carried out, and January and February, 1919, saw a sudden, continuous and incredible increase both in the number of men stationed in that area and also in the accommodation for them.

 

The resources of the Welfare Workers, and particularly the A.E. F.- Y. M. C. A. were sorely taxed. Officers and men situated thus, heartsick for home, uncertain when they could be embarked, with nothing to do and little or nothing to occupy their minds, were in a moral and mental plight which can only be imagined. Naturally, coincidentally with the expansion of the area, and the congregation of large numbers of men thereat, the civilian population increased correspondingly, and among them were a large number of dissolute women from the larger cities, and particularly from Paris, seeking to prey upon our troops.

 

I was personally in the most intimate association with the conditions. I know whereof I speak. When I learned early in February, 1919, of the advent of the Masonic Overseas Mission it seemed to me as though a veritable gift of God was at our door. I promptly applied to you and to the Mission for assistance in the financial support of a Masonic Club at Le Mans, which you graciously and immediately granted without stint. That is another story, however, save that the Club, thoroughly established in ample and unusually comfortable and appropriate quarters, with a permanent membership of 903 men, and a roving attendance of at least 5000 additional, proved wholly inadequate for the purpose. The association of Masons which the Club afforded, and the comfortable opportunity for recreation and social enjoyment was most important, but the need for more intimate and a more genuine Masonic relation afforded was observed by their non-Masonic buddies and intimate friends, and both for nonMasons and Masons the request for lodge activities was insistent.

 

I presented the matter to you. The Mission investigated the situation, and you graciously issued the warrant of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 3, overseas, signed by the Most Worshipful Grand Master of New York, and appointed me Master thereof with authority to designate the other necessary officers..

 

THE COOPERATION OF FRENCH MASONS

 

The French Masons of Le Mans, owing obedience to the Grand Orient of France, most cordially welcomed us and our Masonic activities, and tendered to us, free of charge, the use of their lodge room, 3 rue Gastelier, and here Sea and Field Lodge, No. 3, was instituted April 9, 1919, by the Masonic Mission.

 

As Master of the lodge I did my utmost to impress upon the candidates from the A. E. F., as well as upon the Frenchmen's minds, the dignity and character of our institution, and hope with some measure of success.

 

The quarters of the French Lodge being inadequate, I secured the use of the Opera House, which was employed on May 2, 1919, the attendance outside the candidates testing the seating capacity of the house, about 1500.

 

At the request of the Mayor of Le Mans, M. Buon, who is not a Mason, I called upon him, and was pleased to learn that he was desirous of doing something for the American Mason, because he had learned the difference between American and French Freemasons in respect of their belief in God. It was through him that I secured the use of the conference room in the Municipal Dessin and found it to be what was needed, holding from three to four hundred with ample floor space, and with adequate security. Our paraphernalia was crude, but served the purpose. Our ballot box was made of a cigar box, the ballots marbles painted with white enamel, the cubes pieces of ebony ruler, the gavels potato mashers varnished, the jewels of the officers, made from brass linings of shells at the machine shop in Camp Hospital No. 52. For cabletows, we used upholstery cord, for staves we used flag poles, for canvas sheet an army blanket; for the representatives of the three lesser lights, candles bought in the department store- the altar was a table properly draped, the square and compasses came from the Engineering Corps, 83rd Division, and the Bible was one which I had in my trunk and took from my rooms at Cavanaugh's, the largest Bible available, and which bore the name in gilt letters on the cover, "Cavanaugh," who, I understood, is a member of the K. of C. and on this Bible were raised the Candidates of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 3, overseas.

 

The ceremonies of the lodge were marked by dignity and order. It sat April 9, 17, 24, May 2, 8, 16, 23, 29, June 6, 13, 20 and 21, and each of its sessions was very largely attended. The ceremonial and ritual were the standard of the Grand Lodge of New York, which the personnel of the lodge, hailing from all over the United States, zealously applied themselves to and mastered with singular success.

 

Its service was indeed a holy service and its influence benign.

 

In closing, I wish to express to you my thanks and the appreciation for the many kind acts extended to me by you on the occasion of our numerous meetings at Paris, and for your helpful assistance, encouragement and advice which did much toward making our efforts so successful in Le Mans.

 

Fraternally, HARRY B. MOOK

 

Thus the account of Bro. Mook in his report em bodied in the Proceedings of New York Grand Lodge of 1920. In a letter to me Bro. Mook covers much the same ground but with some further details.

 

 Sea and Field Lodge, No. 3, was instituted in the French Masonic Lodge Room in Le Mans, they having kindly offered the free use of the quarters. The following officers were duly installed by the Masonic Mission. 

 

Master  

R. W. Harry B. Mook, New York.

Sen. Warden 
Wor. Wm. Higgins, New York State.

Jun. Warden 
Lieut. Hyson, Arkansas.

S. D Wor. 
Capt. Wilson, Mass.

J. D 

Wm. Sampson, Texas.

S. M. C. 

Capt. Ehrenwerth, Montana.

J. M. C  

Harry Young, Conn.

S. S  

Rev. J. C. Black, Texas.

J. S. 

Capt. Peterson, Ohio.

Tiler 

Sergt. Gilmore, California.

Treas 

Lieut. Taylor, Colorado.

Secy 

Lieut. Ross, Kentucky.

 

Finding the French Masonic lodge room too small to accommodate the many hundreds who tried to attend, and having the First, Second and Third Degrees to confer on 84 candidates in waiting, I hired the Opera House, seating capacity about 2,000. The lodge was set upon the stage, with scenery representing King Solomon's Temple (used by the Paris Opera co. that came here at certain seasons of the year); thrones for the Master and Wardens; a Fellowcraft team made up of soldier boys, the costumes furnished by Moran, who had his factory in Le Mans and was the costumer for the opera company. I had a special dispensation from the Grand Master of New York permitting me to confer all three degrees one night, and the number unlimited. This I found to be necessary owing to the constant shifting of the troops. Upon this occasion all three degrees were conferred in full, with just the descriptive lectures of the First and Second. We started at seven o'clock and finished at twelve.

 

Our Senior Deacon was the Town Major. He started out to find a larger room where we could hold our weekly meetings. He called upon the Mayor, M. Buon, who sent for me and between my bad French and his bad English, we made ourselves understood. The Mayor, a staunch Catholic, said he had heard of the American Masons and had formed a good opinion of them. He said the French Masons are a political body that threw their influence against the Church. They were mostly Atheists, which accounted for our nonaffiliation with them. He took me by the arm and led me to the Municipal De Dessin (a large hall where the public assembled to make their complaints) a place seating about 400. Upon assuring him that it would be an ideal place for us to meet, he gave his consent and furnished me with an autographed letter, giving the American Masonic Lodge the free use of the room as long as the American Army was in France. Pretty fine conduct from a Catholic to a Mason.

 

This courtesy on the part of one undoubtedly brought up to believe everything evil of Freemasons was certainly very remarkable. Bro. Mook went on in his letter to describe the paraphernalia used, which, as it has already been described in the report quoted above may be omitted here. He adds one detail that may be of interest, the "setting maul" was "an ordinary hammer, with a boxing glove attached," and he then goes on to describe the borrowing of the Bible more fully:

 

. . . and now comes a secret. Before leaving for the other side I was quartered at the home of a friend who is a member of the Knights of Columbus. In my room on the table was a large handsome Bible. Realizing I was going over to do service for the Y.M.C.A. as a Financial Secretary, I thought this might be useful, so I borrowed it. When we looked around for the Great Light, we had nothing larger than a Testament. I thought of the Bible and during the four months that we held our weekly meetings, I raised 288 Masons on a Knight of Columbus Bible.

 

In the proceedings of various Grand Lodges I have come across a number of references to the military lodges with New York Warrants. Some of them have queen favorable, and some otherwise. Among the latter I found in the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Tenessee for 1921 the following paragraph in the Grand Master's address:

 

HEALING

 

The following were healed: Marcus Elmo Nellum, who had received the F. C. and M. M. Degrees in Sea and Field Lodge, No. 3, New York, he having received the E. A. Degree in Corinthian Lodge, March 26....

 

The Grand Master also referred in his address to the opinion expressed by the Grand Master of Kentucky the previous year:

 

He (Ky GM) criticised the reported initiation, passing and raising all in one night the ceremony of a class of over fifty men by the Sea and Field Lodge, No. 3, at Le Mans, France, under a Special dispensation of the Grand Lodge of New York under which said S&F Lodge was working in France in 1919.

 

This expression of opinion naturally roused curiosity. The Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky for 1919, in which the following letter was found, which speaks for itself:

 

Le Mans, France, May 3, 1919.

Right Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, F. & A. M.

 

My Dear Brother:

 

From across the seas I send greetings and salutations to the Craft of Kentucky. The purpose of this letter I consider for the good of Masonic Lodges throughout our State.

 

It was my lot the other afternoon to visit Sea and Field Lodge, No. 3, which is located here, and I believe is working under the authority granted by the Grand Lodge of New York. Special dispensations having been granted by the Grand Lodge of New York, there was a class of over fifty men initiated passed and raised that night. Aside from the obligations of the first two degrees, there was nothing further of the ritual used. All those beautiful lessons were ignored. In the Third Degree the candidates took only the obligation and were given seats where they saw the remainder of the work "staged." This solemn degree work was put on the stage while all the candidates witnessed it as they would the season's latest hit in shows. Not a single one of the class was raised, and if the duties which accompany that act were performed I did not see them. The Master announced that he would make it his duty to see that each candidate was raised at a later date.

 

Having been reared in a country lodge where we know no more than to do things as prescribed in the rites and ceremonies of the fraternity, I cannot endorse this work. I would fear for my good standing if any member of Franklin Lodge, No. 28, Danville, Ky., were to find me endorsing this Masonic butchering by even my presence.

 

So I take this means to warn you and ask that the Craft be warned about giving their consent to waiver (sic) jurisdiction. Hoping that this year may find the Fraternity in its best condition for years and hoping soon to mingle with the Craft of Kentucky, and with highest personal regards, I beg to remain, Fraternally thine,

 

Allen C. Terhune.

Lt. M. G. U. S. A. Spur Camp, Le Mans, France, A. P. O. 762.

 

The Grand Master of Kentucky commented as follows:

 

I am not familiar by mouth-to-ear information, or by reading just how much seriousness or extent of thoroughness is practiced in conference of degrees of Symbolic Masonry in France, or even in our New York jurisdiction, but wherever such procedure is staged or such a large class "put through" in sieve-like fashion within a few hours, in the same breath as it were, I can see scant impression, no solemnity and but little good derived, from the standpoint of the candidate receiving "light."

 

When I came upon these items I copied them carefully and forwarded them to Bro. Harry B. Mook, of New York, with the request that he give me an answer to use when this account was published. In his reply to me Bro. Mook says:

 

On May 2d, 1919, we were compelled to hire the Opera House, seating more than 2000. On that evening we conferred the First, Second and Third Degrees on 84 candidates. The Lodge WAS SEATED ON THE STAGE (the critic failed to get this fact), with appropriate scenery, resembling King Solomon's Palace, with thrones for the Master and Wardens. The FC Team were Doughboys from our Army. We worked the three degrees in full (a flat denial to the criticism quoted by the Grand Master in his address) with the EXPLANATION OF EXPLANATORY REMARKS as the First Degree and the Middle Chamber Lectures.

 

It appears to us in view of the recent creation "At Sight" in the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania of three men in one and the same day from Entered Apprentice to Master Mason, without any tests or lectures being required that the criticism of the late Grand Master of the Kentucky Grand Lodge was not warranted by the facts. I fear that much of the argumentation against the creation of Army Lodges during the War was due to the prejudice already embedded in many Grand Masters who were in position to nullify any movements that might arise within their own jurisdictions looking to the formation of such lodges. The taking of other Masons' words without due testing of them and using them to frustrate the desires of large bodies of Masons under their obedience did not, to say the least, manifest that urge that the Craft are supposed to have toward the Truth whatever way it tend.

 

I want to put over against all criticisms that may have found lodgement concerning the work of these Sea and Field lodges of New York Grand Lodge this letter that came to me from Hawaii some years ago:

 

Feb. 14, 1923. N.M.R.S.  Sir:

 

As an explanation of my petition for membership (in the N. M. R. S.) I enclose the following data. Degrees taken at Le Mans, France, June 13, 1919. Secretary, H. W. Ross. Lodge Charter under Grand Lodge of New York. Present Headquarters, c/o Grand Lodge State of New York. Present station, Temporary. KAUAI MASONIC CLUB.

 

Sincerely yours, Lester W. Alexander, U. S. Engineers,

Lihue Kauai, T. H.

 

In other words here is one of our Army brothers who might never have had opportunity to secure the Masonic degrees had he not been in Le Mans at that time and found the New York Field Lodge there and at work. Here he is four years later still active in his attachment to the Craft far out in the Pacific.

 

And so the record keeps growing. The Field Lodge at Le Mans touched thousands of the Craft at a time when they were under terrific mental strain due to that terrible period of waiting that followed the Armistice. It reached beyond the Craft itself and made its impress upon native Frenchmen both Masonic and anti-Masonic, and it was a beneficent influence. It touched non-Masonic material in our A. E. F., who observed the effects of the fellowship of the members of the Craft and it awakened within many scores of them an attraction toward Freemasonry that produced in them a desire to secure light either overseas or upon their return home.

 

I give below a copy of the Warrant delivered to Bro. Mook by the Overseas Masonic Mission and also a table of the work done by this lodge:

 

Upon the surrender of the Warrant of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 3, its books, records, furniture and all effects were collected together by the Overseas Masonic Mission and conveyed to the Grand Lodge Temple of New York where they are at present deposited. Many of the members of the lodge were transferred and consolidated with the membership of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, of New York City. Part of them took their demits and joined other lodges, some of them are still carried on the roll of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, but the lodge itself has been perpetuated, and located at Auburn, N. Y., with the permanent number, 974.

 

SIT LUX ET LUX FUIT William S. Farmer, Grand Master

 

I, William S. Farmer, Grand Master of Masons, in the State of New York, do, by these presents, appoint, authorize and empower our 

 

Worthy Brother Harry B. Mook, New York, to be the Master, our

Worthy Brother Wm. D. Higgins, New York, to be the Senior Warden, our

Worthy Brother R. J. Hinson, Arkansas, to be the Junior Warden, our

Worthy Brother A. E. Taylor, Colorado, to be the Treasurer, our

Worthy Brother H. W. Ross, Kentucky, to be the Secretary, our

Worthy Brother P. J. Wilson, Massachusetts, to be the Senior Deacon, our

Worthy Brother W. H. Sampson, Texas, to be the Junior Deacon, 

 

of a Sea and Field Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, to be by virtue hereof, constituted, formed and held at Le Mans, France, and elsewhere overseas as may be convenient and necessary, which Lodge shall be distinguished and known by the name and style of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 3, at Le Mans, France.

 

The said Master is hereby authorized to appoint subordinate officers of said Lodge, and said Lodge is authorized to adopt all such by-laws and regulations for the governance of its proceedings and labor as may be necessary and requisite, subject to my approval and subject as hereinafter set forth.

 

And further, the said Lodge is hereby invested with full power and authority to assemble on all proper and lawful occasions and to elect and confer the three degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry or any or either thereof, upon candidates who have actually enlisted or been drafted or commissioned officers in the United States Forces in the present great war, on payment of Twenty Dollars; conforming in all respects and at all times to the provisions of the Book of Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York and to the standard ritual prescribed thereby, as also to do and perform all and every such acts and things appertaining to the Craft as have been and ought to be done for the honor and advantage thereof.

 

Membership or officership in said Lodge shall in nowise impair or affect existing membership or officership in a regular chartered or warranted Lodge.

 

Said Lodge shall have a seal and shall have and keep all books required to be kept by regular Lodges in the State of New York, the same and all records to be surrendered to the Grand Lodge on the termination of this Warrant.

 

This Warrant shall terminate at the pleasure of the Grand Master.

 

Given under my hand and Private Seal at the City of New York in the United States of America, this 9th day of April in the year of our Lord, One thousand nine hundred and nineteen, and in the year of Masonry, Five thousand nine hundred and nineteen.

 

William S. Farmer. 
Grand Master.

 

COMMUNICATIONS OF S. & F. LODGE, NO. 3

 

	Communications 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	 

	 
	4
	4
	4
	5
	5
	5
	5
	6
	6
	6
	6
	 

	Dates (1919)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Totals

	 
	9
	17
	24
	2
	8
	16
	23
	6
	13
	20
	21
	189

	S. & F. Material
	0
	6
	6
	78
	9
	11
	7
	11
	39
	40
	2
	 

	N. Y. Lodges
	 
	 
	1
	1
	 
	 
	1
	 
	1
	 
	 
	4

	Other Jurisdiction
	 
	 
	 
	4
	 
	3
	1
	2
	 
	1
	 
	11

	Totals
	0
	6
	7
	83
	9
	14
	9
	13
	40
	41
	2
	203


 

Demitted in 1919 - 33, in 1920  - 23 Total - 56

-------------
American Army Lodges in the World War

Sea and Field Lodge No. 4, Overseas, at Marseilles, France

By BRO. CHARLES F. IRWIN, Associate Editor
Builder Magazine – May 1929

 

A CAREFUL study of the map of France is necessary to the Masonic student of the World War who would have any understanding of the intricate problems forced upon the Allies by the immense frontage on which they faced the enemy, the enormous tonnage of munitions, supplies of food and equipment, and the transportation of troops, with the consequent overcrowding of all the available ports with the ever-increasing thousands of men not only from America, but also from Africa, South America and the East. Every point in the social register was touched in this mad, this titanic activity.

 

The entrance doors to France were to the North, the West and the South. Those to the North, such as Cherbourg and Le Havre, Boulogne and Calais, must be kept open in the main for the movement of the British troops and supplies; while Marseilles to the South was required for the movement of troops from the Mediterranean and Africa.

 

This left the three main western gateways for the unrestricted entry of the American troops and supplies, namely, Brest, St. Nazaire and Bordeaux. However, Le Havre and Marseilles were also utilized for the handling of American men and materials.

 

The Overseas Masonic Mission with Justice Scudder at its head, made a thorough survey of the situation from a Masonic standpoint. A careful study of their movements deepens our admiration for their grasp on the strategic values of the situation. And the indications are plain that their attention was very early attracted to the need and opportunity for Masonic work in these ports of entry and departure. Thousands of the Craft had been constantly coming and going through these gateways and many more were stationary in the permanent staff of these bases.

 

The reports which the Mission submitted to the Grand Lodge of New York in 1920 indicates clearly that Marseilles came under their observation very soon after they established headquarters in Paris. The story of the Masonic activities in Marseilles is set down also in several accounts rendered by W. Bro. Charles T. Arreghi, Master of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 4, Overseas, situated at Marseilles.

 

On March 12, 1919, Bros. Thomas Channing Moore and Merwin W. Lay, of the Overseas Mission, proceeded to Marseilles and got into touch with the active Masons at that base. They found a Masonic Club which was attempting to hold the interest of the members of the Craft sojourning there. Their stay in Marseilles was long enough to enable them to visit the several camps outside the city and to observe the conditions, social, military and fraternal. On their return to Paris they made an exhaustive report to the full Mission, as a result of which it was decided to investigate still further the situation in that base. Consequently Bro. W. C. Prime proceeded to Marseilles, where he went over the whole situation with a view to the placing of one of the Warrants therein. Bro. Prime arrived at Marseilles on April 9, 1919, a n d eventually delivered into the hands of Bro. Charles M. Conant, the Y. M. C. A. Secretary there, the warrant for SEA AND FIELD LODGE, No. 4, Overseas.  Turning now to the report of Bro. Townsend Scudder in the 1920 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of New York (page 193), we read:

 

The Cathedral and Fort St. Jean across the harbor.

 

I instituted Sea and Field Lodge, No. 4, at Marseilles, with Wor. Chas. T. Arreghi, of New York, as Wor. Master- which sat 21 times at the Temple of the Grand Orient, 24 Rue Piscatoris, and conferred the degrees on 142 candidates, which included 5 accommodated by courtesy for other Lodges. Its first session was April 16th, 1919, and its last June 4, 1919.

 

* * * * * * * * * *

 

I have before me several accounts of the forming and operation of this Lodge. Some of them are from the pen of Wor. Bro. Arreghi. The earliest is a clipping from the Masonic Standard of May 5, 1919. It is entitled "Sea and Field Lodge, No. 4." Another was published in THE BUILDER for May, 1920. This was reproduced verbatim in the History of Masonry in the World War compiled by my very dear friend and brother, Alexander P. Anderson, of Brooklyn, New York. Bro. Anderson, by the way, was the originator and active directing personality in the "Granite Club" aboard the U.S.S. New Hampshire, during the War. This Club has a most interesting record and furnished Masons en route to and from France with Masonic entertainment. We owe much of our collection of data to Bro. Anderson's cooperation. Bro. Jesse R. Ayer, of Michigan, who served as one of the officers in this Lodge, provided us (through the kindness of Bro. James G. Frey, Editor of The American Tyler- Keystone) with a very valuable account of this Lodge, in which he served as Junior Warden. 

 

Before giving these original accounts I wish to remind the Masonic reader of the conditions prevailing in this seaport, Marseilles. The picture is a dark one. But we must remember that all seaports contain sinister elements and Marseilles was overcrowded to exhaustion during the World War and much transpired there during the war which could not exist in times of peace. It is only just to our French Allies to keep in mind that her manpower was drained almost to the vanishing point, and that consequently she had to utilize her older men, and often inferior material, to police the sections far from the battle front. This condition impressed itself more and more upon us as we came into contact with various sections of her country during the struggle.

 

In the Masonic Standard for May 31, 1919, appears a communication from W. Bro. Chas. T. Arreghi, P. M. of Howard Lodge 35, to W. Bro. Harold W. Stimpson, from which the following is taken:

 

Marseilles, France, April 22. Sea and Field Lodge, No. 4, of Marseilles, had its first real meeting last night, and it was a complete success. Notwithstanding the great variations of ritual among the offers, everything went off like clockwork and the ceremonies were dignified and impressive. You can understand what variations would exist, as I in the East hailed from New York, the Senior Warden from California, Junior Warden from Michigan, Senior Deacon from Texas, Junior Deacon from Kansas, and Senior Master of Ceremonies from Texas. Forty-five members were elected and 35 of them were initiated in full form.

 

We were up against it for furnishings, but army efficiency overcame the difficulties. The Aprons were made by the Salvage Corps women- the Square and Compasses by one of our mechanics who fashioned them out of iron- for an Altar we used a triangular shaped desk, and the Master wore as his Jewel the Past Master's medallion donated him by Howard Lodge (35, NY). The candidates were received in bunches of ten, nine and seven.

 

One incident would have tickled the risibilities of Howard members. Le Grand Venerable Monsieur Mognier was received by me in the East. He is the head of the 30, 31, 32 and 33 (degrees) Masons here and a most important Masonic official. I greeted him after an introduction by the Senior Warden, Bro. Conant, and thanked him for all the courtesies we had received from our French brothers. Then I ordered the Grand Honors and presented him with the gavel. He responded through an interpreter stating how delighted the French Masons were to extend to their American Brothers what hospitality they could offer and assured us of their highest esteem. Then, much to my embarrassment he embraced me before all the Lodge, and kissed me four times on the cheeks. To the credit of the Lodge, be it said, they viewed this demonstration with proper decorum. The room was well filled, there being, beside the seven charter members, about 60 visiting American Brothers and 15 French Brothers, which made a total of 117. We now have over $500.00 in the treasury; so we are quite prosperous and contemplate giving the French Brothers a dinner later on as a mark of appreciation.

 

In the article in THE BUILDER already mentioned, Bro. Arreghi gives a more expanded account which is here reproduced to make the present series complete:

 

"One day in November, 1918, in the ancient, dirty and over- populated city of Marseilles, France, four Americans were in the Officers' Mess Room in the buildings facing the Place Victor Hugo, which formerly was the home of the Faculte des Sciences, and later used as barracks for French-Algerian troops, and at that time being used as Base Headquarters of Section No. 6, A.E.F.

 

 "The four Americans were known to each other as Master Masons and consisted of Major Charles T. Arreghi, a Past Master of Howard Lodge, No. 35, New York; the Y.M.C.A. Secretary of the Section, Charles M. Conant, of Amicable Lodge, Cambridge, Mass.; Major Basil G. Squier, of Manila Lodge, No. 1, Manila, P. I., and Capt. Alex. H. Fairchild, of McAllen Lodge, No. 1110, McAllen, Texas. The conversation had turned on the subject of instituting Masonic activities in Marseilles a growing demand for such an undertaking having become noticeable. Bro. Arreghi stated he had written to his home Lodge inquiring as to the possibility of securing a charter from the Grand Lodge of New York State and had received a reply informing him that efforts were being made to comply with his request and also that a Masonic Commission was endeavoring to secure permission to come overseas for the purpose of starting Masonic activities.

 

"This meeting led to further informal meetings and talks by the four brothers, to which were invited other enthusiastic Masons. Bro. Conant then conceived the idea of a Masonic Club, and working along these lines got in touch with local French Masons who most generously offered the use of the French Masonic Temple at 24 rue Piseatoris, which had housed several ancient French Lodges, some for a continuous period of seventy-five years. The French Lodges whose home was here were "Parfaite Sincerite", founded in 1767; "Reunion des Amis Choises", 1801; "Phare de la Renaissance", 1859; "Parfaite Union", 1863; "Verite-Reforme", 1875; "Amis du Travail", 1882. The years stated are the years in which these Lodges were founded as Free and Accepted Masons, but most of them were outgrowths of more ancient Operative Masonic Societies and direct descendants of such. This building was admirably situated for the new Club, being convenient to all sections of the city where the Americans were stationed. Rue Piscatoris is a very narrow, winding street, reached from Cours Lita Litand, one of the main thoroughfares, by a series of stone stairs of varying steps, the ascent of which reminded the brothers of their progress in the Second Degree to the famous Middle Chamber.

 

"Arriving at the door of Number 24, one mounted another stone stairs which brought him to an open courtyard furnished with tables and chairs, and which became a most popular rendezvous where the brothers could sit warm evenings, converse and indulge in light refreshments.

 

"To the right of the courtyard was a door entering into the building proper, opening which one found himself in a comfortable sized room, also equipped with tables and chairs which was used by the French brethren for social purposes. The walls bore many bulletin boards of the various lodges, Masonic pictures, portraits and devices. At one end of the room was a small stage and piano. To the left of this stage was an anteroom that led to the lodge room.

 

"It was in the banquet hall, as the first described room was known, there was held on the evening of Thanksgiving Day, 1918, the first meeting of the 'A.E.F. Masonic Club of Marseilles', with Bro. Charles M. Conant as President and Treasurer, and Bro. Fred. G. Redwine as Secretary. Anyone who could prove either by examination or the presentation of membership cards or certificate that he was a Mason, was eligible for admission and at this first meeting there were about 150 American Masons present. A subscription was taken up for the purposes of entertainment and the evening was most pleasantly passed in this 'get-together' meeting. Refreshments in the shape of sandwiches and coffee were procured from the Base Commissary, supplemented by various light beverages procured from the French brothers charged with the care of the establishment.

 

"This meeting was but the first of a series of such gatherings. The room was available for use by the Americans three times a week, and every Wednesday night an entertainment or dance was given, the talent for the entertainments being furnished by Bro. Conant, from the various Y.M.C.A. entertainers that happened to be in town at the time. The club was a success from the start. The meetings were well patronized by American Masons and on entertainment nights the room was usually packed to the doors.

 

"Many Americans, brought to these entertainments by their Masonic friends, witnessing the good-fellowship and perfect harmony existing, became interested and the demand for a chartered Lodge grew stronger and stronger. Bro. Arreghi in the meanwhile had been corresponding with brothers in the States in an endeavor to secure the necessary authority to confer degrees, but delays in postal transit prevented a speedy accomplishment of his request. Finally not until March, 1919, he received a letter from R.W.T. Channing Moore, who informed him that he, together with M. W. Townsend Scudder, Past Grand Master of the State of New York, as Chairman; R.W.W.C. Prime; R. W. George S. Goodrich and R. W. Merwin W. Lay, were in Paris, having come from the United States under the auspices of the Y.M.C.A., as a Masonic Commission to investigate conditions and further the Masonic work in the A.E.F. A few days later, Bro. Moore and Bro. Goodrich arrived in Marseilles and were presented to the Club, whom they informed that a Dispensation would be granted for a Lodge in Marseilles. This good news was joyfully received and it seemed as though the ambition of the brothers in Marseilles would be realized.

 

"But alas, the inevitable flies appeared in the ointment, for two weeks later Bro. Prime arrived with the Dispensation. He was also the bearer of the news that the Dispensation could only be used under prewar restrictions; that only classes of not more than five could be initiated, passed and raised at a time; that two weeks must elapse between degrees; and that candidates hailing from homes outside of the States of New York, Massachusetts and Oregon would have to receive the consent of their home jurisdictions before degrees could be conferred upon them. This in view of the fact that it was probable that the Base would be evacuated by the American Forces in two or three months meant that only a few candidates could be accepted, and after a conference between Bros. Prime, Arreghi, Conant and Hood, it was decided with deep regret not to accept the Dispensation.

 

"Bro. Prime returned to Paris with the document, but the disappointment as voiced throughout the American Forces was so intense that Bro. Conant made a hurried trip to Paris, and after an interview with Bro. Scudder, in which the situation was explained to him, all the objectionable restrictions were eliminated, and Bro. Conant returned in triumph to Marseilles, the proud bearer of the Dispensation.

 

"No delay was made in calling a meeting of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 4, and it was held in the Lodge Room of the Masonic Temple, on the evening of April 16, 1919 the Charter Members being:

 

W. M. 
Charles T. Arreghi, of New York 

S.W. 
Charles M. Conant, of Massachusetts 

J.W. 
Bishop E. Shirey, of Pennsylvania; 

Treas. 
Clarence E. Mayo, of Oklahoma; 

Secy. 
William F. Hood, of Wisconsin 

S.D. 
John Bonner, of Texas 

J.D. 
Carrol E. Griffin, of Montana.

 

"In addition to the above-mentioned officers, the Worshipful Master appointed the following:

 

S.M.C. 
Alex. H. Fairchild, of Texas; 

J.M.C. 
Jesse R. Ayer, of Michigan 

S.S. 
Hiram Jennings, of California 

J.S. 
John C. Fletcher, of North Carolina 

Tiler 
Allison Webb, of Ohio.

 

"This first meeting was devoted to organizing and installing the various officers. On account of the temporary nature of the Lodge, the Initiation Fee was fixed at the minimum, $20.00 with no dues, as the expenses being light, no rent to be paid, etc., it was not desired to make the initiation burdensome on the applicants, many of whom were dependent on their meagre army pay. It was ruled by the Master that in as much as service abroad deprived a man of his franchise as a voter, he therefore temporarily was without United States residence and could justly claim his station as his residence and that applications would be based on these premises.

 

"It was decided that the seven charter members would constitute an examining committee to pass on applicants and that the applicant should be judged as to fitness for membership from personal examination, his army record and the testimony of his comrades. On account of the various jurisdictions from which the officers of the Lodge hailed and the variation in ritual, it necessitated, as the Lodge was operating under a New York Dispensation, that they conform to the work standard in New York State. This caused a little raggedness in the rendition of the ritual at first but the rough spots were soon ironed out by little practice.

 

"Paraphernalia was loaned by the French but owing to the absence of an Altar, one had to be improvised out of a desk belonging to one of the minor French officers. The Bible was furnished by the Y.M.C.A. and the Square and Compasses hand-hammered out of steel by Bro. Bonner. The Aprons were made by the seamstresses of the Base Salvage Repair Shop and the Costumes of the Initiates were obtained from the same sources.

 

"Thirty-one applications for Initiation were acted upon, all having been thoroughly investigated; also forty (40) applications for affiliation. Affiliation in Sea and Field Lodge, No. 4, being only temporary it did not affect the status of the affiliate in his home Lodge.

 

"The second meeting, at which the first degree work was performed, was held on April 21, with the Wor. Master Charles T. Arreghi in the East and all the officers at their respective stations. Shortly after the opening it was announced that the Venerable Grand Maitre Aime Mognier, 33, and head of all the Masonic activities of southern France, sought admittance. He was received, together with a delegation consisting of Masters of the local Lodges, by the Master who made an address of welcome in French, necessarily short as he was not exactly a fluent speaker of that language. Bro. Mognier responded, translated as follows:

 

It is indeed a pleasure and an honor for me to be present at the first meeting of the American Lodge, No. 4, Sea and Field. As a member of the Council of the Grand Orient, of France, and as Worshipful Master of a Lodge of the Orient at Marseilles I assure you, my dear brethren of our entire fraternal affection. As we declared to you on the occasion of your first visit and reception at the solemn meeting of the French Rite, it is with all our hearts that we offer you in its entirety the halls of the Masonic Lodges of the Grand Orient of France. In the name of the Grand Orient of France I salute your Worshipful Master your Worthy Officers, and you, my brethren. Our affection for America is already of long standing and today since this frightful war has permitted you to know us better, we hope that sentiments of a new and great reciprocal affection will be established between us and that our relations will be of intimate friendliness. To the glory of our Masonic ancestors, American and French, our heart is with you.

 

"At the conclusion of his remarks, Bro. Mognier embraced the Master and saluted him with a kiss on each cheek, in due French form, which rather unexpected honor was bravely borne by the embarrassed Master. After the Grand Honors were given the distinguished visitors were seated in the East and the meeting was continued.

 

"During the work, 35 candidates were initiated in full form. For the first section they were disposed of in batches of ten, nine, nine and seven. The second section was performed on one only, the others being seated west of the Altar where they could benefit by the instruction.

 

"Notwithstanding the unfamiliarity of some of the officers with the standard New York work, the degree was presented in a dignified and impressive manner, the trifling irregularities in ritual which existed proving to be no impediment to the effective performance of the ceremonies. At this meeting there were present the seven charter members, fifty brethren who had all been duly examined and vouched for, thirty-five candidates, and fourteen visiting French brothers, a total of 106. Receipts for the evening were $550.00, quite a fair start financially for the infant Lodge. After the meeting all adjourned to the banquet room, where a supper of sandwiches, cheese and coffee was furnished and the balance of the evening was passed in social intercourse.

 

"Up to and including the last meeting on June 4, there were 21 stated communications and three special meetings. June 4 was the last meeting, as Bro. Arreghi was to sail for the United States on June 7 and the Dispensation had been granted with the understanding that the Charter would lapse with his withdrawal from Marseilles; also the city was being evacuated as an American Base. Before closing the Lodge sine die, a contribution of 2000 francs to the French Masonic Building Fund was made as part recognition of their great hospitality and use of their Temple free of rent. An artistic and appropriate memorial done by one of the local artists was framed and also presented to the French Lodges.

 

"Notwithstanding these expenses, the cost of several entertainments, the usual expenses of a Lodge for printing, etc., and the small fee charged for membership, there was finally at the close of the Lodge, turned over to the Grand Lodge of New York, in addition to the percentage of fees due the Grand Lodge, the sum of $678.00 to be added to the Charity Fund, or to be devoted to such other purposes as the Grand Master saw fit.

 

"The net results as to the activities of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 4, in respect to creating Masons were that 137 candidates were initiated, passed and raised; 5 candidates were passed and raised for other Lodges and 140 brethren temporarily affiliated, which with the original charter members of seven, made a total of 289 members after an existence of exactly seven weeks. Materially, it is evident that the Lodge prospered. Morally and spiritually it is also evident that the Lodge was an instrument of great good. Marseilles even in peace times has an atmosphere not tending toward right living, which was greatly magnified by wartime conditions. The city was congested, its normal population of 500,000 being more than doubled by the great influx of troops from all parts of the globe French and British Colonials, black and white, Asiatics, Brazilians, Americans, swarms of refugees from the devastated parts of France, and riffraff from Paris, the shores of the Mediterranean, Spain and Italy. It made the city a veritable rabbit warren of things unclean in person and mind, where vice of the most loathsome kind and crime of all varieties flourished and human life, let alone morals, wasn't worth a sou.

 

"In this plague-spot of rotton and noisome influences, Sea and Field Lodge, No. 4, proved a haven of cleaned wholesome character, where Masons and their friends could meet in pleasant surroundings and be free from the degrading and revolting influences of the city. In that Lodge Room, as Masons they met and conversed and as many testified it was the nearest approach to 'home' that they had encountered since their arrival on those alien shores. Here it was that they all met on that common level of true Masonic democracy where the humblest private could talk as man to man to his colonel without the restrictions of military regulation, and in this way better understanding and closer relations were established. The Lodge exerted a wholesome effect on the entire American establishment in that section, and operating as it did in those weary, homesick days existing between the Armistice and the actual return home, it proved a steadying and uplifting influence to a sagging morale."

 

Bro. Jesse R. Ayer, in a letter written in the fall of 1928, had this to say about this Lodge:

 

Transferred to Marseilles, I soon found that the Grand Lodge of the State of New York had issued a dispensation for forming "Sea and Field Lodge, No. 4, U. D." and was welcomed with open arms. The original Junior Warden was from Pennsylvania, but he became doubtful of the attitude of his own Grand Lodge, especially when he found New York had granted a dispensation allowing the exchange of fraternal courtesies with the Grand Orient of France for the time being. The Master of No. 4 asked me to fill the chair (of J. W.), and it resulted in some of the pleasantest hours I spent in France. Faced by the differences in state rituals, we were a little discouraged as the Master was a P. M. of New York; the S.W. from Los Angeles; the J.W. (myself) from Michigan, and the S. D. from Texas. Experience on the Visitors' Committee at home induced me to advise the W. M. to start the First Degree, and the subordinate officers had an answer for every question but two, through to the end of the Third. Their words were not always just what the W. M. expected but they were good Masonry, and it worked. And when I quoted the Michigan Apron Lecture, and the Secretary (Wisconsin) vouched for it, we were directed that thereafter the Junior Warden or the Secretary would always present the Apron! We met three times a week with an attendance of from 50 to 200 and the visitors. More than once I have seen tears in the eyes of men who had not  as they said been "so close to home" in months, or in years.

 

We met in the French Temple half way up the rue Piscatoris and the French brothers were all that could be fraternal. But on one memorable night the French Tyler was gone, had taken the key, and two Great Lights were missing. We were a bit beyond the two half- opened knives used at Is-sur-Tille, but I had in my pocket the embossed match safe I carried away from the dance at St. Nazaire. It was the work of a moment to pry off the embossing, and voila! - the work was on ! Three (I think) Entered Apprentices were admitted that night and proved good Craftsmen.

 

Our officers' jewels were made to represent an army officers' identification bracelet, gold plated and inscribed, and I have mine yet. And I still have and cherish my NE VARIETUR, issued by Sea and Field Lodge, No. 4, U. D., Marseilles, France.

 

The latest reference to this lodge that I have found is the report of the Master, W. Bro. Arreghi, to the Overseas Masonic Mission, which is included in the report of the latter already referred to in the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of New York for 1920. Bro. Arreghi stated that "the Warrant and all the records had been surrendered to the Grand Secretary, the regular annual report required of lodges duly made, and dues paid up on one hundred and thirty-seven members. The surplus in the treasury had been turned over to the War Relief Fund. The same procedure was followed in respect to the remaining members as in the other Overseas Lodges, the members were transferred to Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1, to the number of ninety-two, forty-six having dimitted previous to this."

 

The following is a copy of the Dispensation under which Sea and Field Lodge, No. 4, Marseilles, France, worked:

 

SIT LUX ET LUX FUIT. William S. Farmer, Grand Master.

 

I, William S. Farmer, Grand Master of Masons in the State of New York, do, by these presents, appoint, authorize and empower our

 

Worthy Brother, Charles T. Arreghi, New York, to be the Master, our 
Worthy Brother, Charles M. Conant, Mass., to be the S. W. our 
Worthy Brother, Jesse R. Ayer, Michigan, to be our J. W., our 
Worthy Brother, Clarence E. Mayo, Oklahoma, to be our Treas., our 
Worthy Brother, William F. Hood, Wisconsin, to be our Secy., our 
Worthy Brother, John Bonner, Texas, to be our S. D., our 
Worthy Brother Carrol E. Griffith, Montana, to be our J. D., 
of a Sea and Field Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, to be by virtue hereof, constituted, formed and held at Marseilles, France, and elsewhere overseas as may be convenient and necessary, which Lodge shall be distinguished and known by the name and style of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 4, overseas.

 

The said Master is hereby authorized to appoint subordinate officers of said Lodge and said Lodge is authorized to adopt all such by-laws and regulations for the governance of its proceedings and labor as may be necessary and requisite, subject to my approval and subject as hereinafter set forth.

 

 And further the said Lodge is hereby invested with full power and authority to assemble on all proper and lawful occasions and to elect and confer the three degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry or any or either thereof upon candidates who have actually enlisted or been drafted or commissioned officers in the United States Forces in the present great war, on payment of Twenty Dollars- conforming in all respects and at all times to the provisions of the Book of Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York and to the standard ritual prescribed thereby, as also to do and perform all and every such acts and things appertaining to the Craft as have been and ought to be done for the honor and advantage thereof.

 

Membership or officership in said Lodge shall in nowise impair or affect existing membership or officership in a regular chartered or warranted Lodge.

 

Said Lodge shall have a seal and shall have and keep all books required to be kept by regular Lodges in the State of New York, the same and all records to be surrendered to the Grand Lodge on the termination of this Warrant.

 

This Warrant shall terminate at the pleasure of the Grand Master.

 

Given under my hand and Private Seal at the City of New York in the United States of America, this 14th day of December, in the year of our Lord, One thousand nine hundred and eighteen, and in the year of Masonry, Five thousand nine hundred and eighteen.

 

William S. Farmer, 
Grand Master. 

--------------

American Army Lodges in the World War

Sea and Field Lodge No. 5, Overseas, at Beaune, France

By BRO. CHARLES F. IRWIN, Associate Editor
Builder Magazine – June 1929

 

TO enter into the story of this Field Lodge adequately, we are compelled to cover to some extend the entire field of the Educational Program within the American A.E.F. To most people the educational program of America within its military forces is a sealed story. And yet to those who participated in it, or who have in later years retraced the steps in the official literature of the U. S. A. and of the Y. M. C. A., the wonder of the story passes any limits that might ordinarily be established. After a thorough study of the official volumes published by the Y.M.C.A. as embodied especially in Chapter 34 of their "Service With Fighting Men," found in the second volume and covering some twenty-five pages, and after a similar study of the two volumes officially issued by the University at Befaune, together with an extensive correspondence with many of the men who were identified in this Educational Program, and modestly stating that I had myself some limited experience as a schoolman overseas, having one of the larger Post Schools with over 500 students and a Faculty of 35 instructors, I am in a position to appreciate the work the government set out to do and how well it was done.

 

Early in 1918, the Y.M.C.A. turned its attention to this problem. They secured Dr. Anson Phelps Stokes, Secretary of Yalta University, to draw up a comprehensive plan. Dr. Stokes arrived in France on Jan. 18, 1918, and made a thorough survey of the entire educational field. In February he submitted a report to the Chief Secretary of the Y. M. C. A. In his plan he made provision for teaching during the ante-Armistice period, and for teaching in the post-Armistice period. His plan was approved by General Pershing in a telegram dated Feb. 28, 1918, and by letter dated March 5, 1918.

 

It is of course impossible for me to go further into this part of the story. Suffice it to say that some 27,000 men were enrolled in the various divisional educational centers throughout the Army.

 

But in addition to this secondary school work, there was a provision made for men whose academic work had been interrupted baby entrance into the war. Also others who desired to pursue post-graduate advantages while in Europe. This was made easier by the fact that the British and French Educational leaders were most sympathetic and enthusiastic about our educational program. They threw open their Universities and Colleges to our troops. This was accepted by our command, and thousands of American soldiers attended various universities in the above countries. In some of these, Masonic Clubs were formed, and their stories will be told in our subsequent series on Clubs.

 

But even with these opportunities there were thousands of others whom the service desired to aid. Consequently it was decided by the Educational leaders within the A.E.F. to form and open an American University along American lines.

 

At Beaune, France, there had been established during the war a great Hospital Center, about two miles square, containing more than 200 buildings. This was chosen as the site of the new American University. Ten miles away was Allerey, another hospital camp. Surrounded by 600 acres of farm land, it offered an ideal site for an Agricultural College. Within one month after the plan was adopted, the hospital buildings were remodeled to suit educational purposes, and one hundred and seventy-five new ones were erected.

 

On Feb. 7, 1919, Colonel Ira L. Reeves, former President of Norwich University, was appointed the local representative of the General Staff of the A.E.F. He became the Superintendent and Commanding Officer of the new University, and finally its President.

 

In collecting the specialists for a Faculty, the A.E.F. was found to contain 2600 commissioned officers alone, who had been college professors, or who were equipped to teach in such a college. Consequently a faculty was selected, second to none on the continent or anywhere in our own country.

 

Students commenced to arrive on March 7, 1919. Soon 6000 of them were at work on a wide range of studies. When in full action the University at Beaune had 240 courses, in 36 departments, with a total class enrollment of 13,243.

 

Amid such a great assemblage of Americans of College and University standing, it was natural that members of the Fraternity of Freemasons were to be found in large numbers. Indeed, contemporaneously with the appearance of the advance troops to man and condition the center, the Craft came to the front. The first attempt to foregather appears in the history of the "American Masonic Club," which was formed on March 30, 1919, just 23 days after the first students appeared. Perhaps this record has never been surpassed in the history of the Craft. Their Roster printed at Dijon, France, 1919, displays the names of 458 members. Among the officers of this club we find the name of Col. Ira L. Reeves as Honorary President. He is a member of De Witt Clinton Lodge, No. 15, N. Y. [VT?]
 

In the 1920 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of New York, on page 193, in the report of P.G.M. Townsend Scudder on the work of the Overseas Masonic Mission, we find this reference to the institution of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 5, at Beaune:

 

I instituted Sea and Field Lodge, No. 5, at A. E. F. University at Beaune, with Bro. Mark E. Penney of New York as Wor. Master, which sat ten times at the Temple of the Lodge Reveil de la Cote d'Or, of Grand Lodge, No. 1, rue de la Loge, Beaune, and conferred the degrees on 64 candidates. Its first session was May 3, 1919 and its last July 4, 1919, at Brest. . .. of the Masons made overseas, to date . . . 8 (have dimitted) from No. 5 . . . the warrants have been surrendered to you and are in abeyance and the untransferred material, consolidated with that of Sea and Field Lodge. No. 1.

 

Bro. Mark E. Penney, the former Wor. Master of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 5, Overseas, made his final report to Bro. Townsend Scudder under date of April 19, 1920, as found in the 1920 Proceedings of New York, page 208, as follows:

 

"In submitting my report of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 5, Overseas, permit me to say at the beginning that the statements and discussions which follow are not offered as in any sense a justification, either of the request of the American Masons at Beaune for the greatest possible Masonic intimacy, or of your own action in granting one of the warrants issued by the Grand Master for the establishment of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 5, Overseas, at Beaune. The former, I venture to assert, needs no justification, and the latter is amply justified in the Grand Master's and your own desire to offer to the Masons of America a type of Masonic intercourse which, without the foresight of the Grand Master of New York, and magnanimous concern for the interests of the American soldier at home and overseas, would never have been achieved.

 

"Upon my arrival at Beaune I set myself to ascertain something of the status of Masonry in the camp, and to learn, if possible, the number of Masons assembled there. By personal inquiries I was soon able to gather a little group of sixteen officers and Y. M. C. A. Secretaries.

 

We met in one of the unused barracks, and it was decided to advertise all over the camp, a meeting of all the Masons to be called at an early date. Each member of the group offered his services to distribute the notices to a section of billets, and the result surpassed anything that could possibly have been predicted. The meeting was called to be held in the largest mess-hall in the camp, and when I arrived there, not even standing room was available inside the doors, and large numbers of Masons stood around outside, crowding the doors and windows. This condition was not merely an incident of Masonic activity at Beaune, but in the highest sense typical of what took place there until the camp broke up. The 'American Masonic Club' was formed at that meeting, with the Commander of the camp as honorary President. The prestige of the Club soon gave rise to a desire on the part of non-Masons to associate with us, and this in turn, quite naturally and inevitably, gave rise to a desire on the part of the Masons and non-Masons alike for a Masonic Lodge. "I sent a telegram to the chairman of the Masonic Mission at Paris, requesting a visit from him, and asking him if a Lodge would be possible. In response to that telegram R. W. Bro. W. C. Prime, a member of the Masonic Mission, paid us a visit, fortunately on the date of the regular meeting of the Club. We did not know of his coming until he was upon us, his letter of advice having miscarried, and in spite of the fact that no notice of his visit had been given, he was enthusiastically greeted by upwards of a thousand of Masons, whom he addressed in the evening.

 

"At this time there were estimated to be in the vicinity of fourteen thousand men in camp, more than half of whom were students and teachers in the University which had been created there by the American Expeditionary Forces. This is a clear indication of the type of men who were interested in Masonic intercourse. Representatives were there from all the learned professions, and among the students were many young men who had left their studies where they were preparing to become lawyers, doctors, etc., and some who expected to enter studies leading to these professions upon their return to America. These students, and the officer-instructors were not required to do camp duty except in emergency, and thus had ample time to devote to Masonic work. As to the exact number of Masons in camp it was impossible to make a census, owing to the conditions of camp life, and the changing personnel. But a conservative estimate placed the number between three thousand and four thousand. At one time we had on our Club Roster the names of over twelve hundred Masons, and that in the earlier days of the camp.

 

"It was generally understood at this time that the duration of the camp at Beaune would extend throughout the summer and autumn, and perhaps even longer, and the Commander of the camp, in a personal conversation with Bro. Prime, in my presence, made the statement that, so far as anyone could foresee, the camp would remain for an indefinite period. Whisperings were heard that a renewal of hostilities might become imminent, in which case the American Camp at Beaune would continue until the American armies should be withdrawn from Europe.

 

"As a result of this visit and Bro. Prime's report thereof, I received, some days later, a notification from the Masonic Mission at Paris that we were to receive a warrant for a Lodge. In due time, Bro. Merwin Lay came to the camp, instituted the Lodge and installed the officers. The Commander of the Camp and his Adjutant gladly consented to act as Senior and Junior Wardens respectively. The cosmopolitan character of the Lodge may be seen when I point out that ten states were represented among the officers, and among those who attended the meetings of the Lodge, I was told by the examining committee, that during the course of the Lodge meetings every State of the Union was represented.

 

"The granting of the warrant for a Masonic lodge at Beaune raised the question as to a suitable place in which to hold the meetings. The buildings of all army camps, and consequently those at Beaune, were flimsy structures, inadequately lighted and heated, cheaply and hurriedly built, and in no sense adapted for the purpose of holding Masonic lodge meetings. The Commander of the Camp assured me that everything possible would be done to make feasible the holding of the Lodge in the Camp, but after careful investigation, the situation was considered hopeless. Moreover, it would be extremely difficult to procure proper furniture and keep it from being destroyed, or defiled, when accessible to strangers and enemies. In my anxiety to find a suitable place for meeting, I consulted the Master of the French Masonic Lodge in the City of Beaune, and asked him where a suitable building might be found in the city for our purposes. He immediately offered us the use of the French Lodge rooms, their furniture and equipment, without any reservation whatsoever in regard to time and nature of their use. The spontaneity of his offer, his willingness to be of service to us, and his cooperation during our stay at Beaune, are in no small degree responsible for the success of our work there.

 

"The French Lodge at Beaune operates under the jurisdiction of the Grand Loge de France. It bears the suggestive title of 'Le Reveil de la Cote d'Or.' It has been for sixteen years under the guidance of Worshipful Master, or as he is called, Le Venerable, Louis Barbier, a man of broad sympathies and high intellectual attainments. He has a profound knowledge of Masonry in France, both as to its historical and philosophical expects. Through his efforts, the French Masonic Fraternity at Beaune occupies a status which is exceedingly gratifying to him, and which procured for us a welcome and a prestige socially and fraternally, which we could not otherwise have attained.

 

"In bringing this report to its conclusion, permit me to express the hope, in which I voice the desire of almost every Mason who had anything to do with our work at Beaune, that some means may be found whereby a closer relation may be brought about between the Grand Jurisdiction of which this French Lodge is a member, and that of American Masons in general, and those of the State of New York."

 

In the final settlement of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 5, we find that 52 members were transferred from the roster of the Lodge to that of the consolidated Sea and Field Lodge, No. 1. An appended list of the names of the members of this Lodge may be found in the Proceedings of New York, 1920, page 202, together with a tableau of the full staff of officers. For the benefit of the reader this latter is here printed together with the names and jurisdictions of the Lodges in each case.

 

W.M. 
Mark E. Penney, Konosioni No. 950, Syracuse, NY. 

S.W. 
Col. Ira L. Reeves, DeWitt Clinton No. 15, Northfield, VT. 

J.W. 
Capt. Waldo P. Hair, Woodlawn Park No. 841, Chicago, Ill. 

Treas. 
Lt. Terrence W. Gilbert, Rising Light No. 637, Belleville, N. Y. 

Secy. 
Arch Paterson, A.E.C., Englewood No. 690, Chicago, Ill. 

S.D. 
Joseph H. Ford, District of Columbia. 

J.D. 
William H. Leet, Ohio. 

S.M.C. 
Lt. I. Weinstein, Evergreen No. 51, Tacoma, Wash. 

J.M.C. 
Maj. Spencer A. Merrill, West Point No. 877, N. Y. 

S.S. 
Lt. E. T. Stretcher, Imperial No. 159 Portland, Ore. 

J.S. 
Pvt. A. R. Davis, Lakeside No. 739, Chicago, Ill. 

Marshal 
Maj. E. H. Whitehead, Cornerstone 247, Osmond, Nebr. 

Chaplain 
Henry B. Monges, Durant No. 268, Berkeley, Calif. 

Tiler 
James A. Davis, Flora No. 204, Flora, Ill. 

O. of W. 
Lt. F. S. Wheeler, Burlington No. 100, Burlington, Vt.

 

There are several observations we wish to make regarding these New York Lodges, which illustrate the entire field of Masonic activity in the A. E. F. They touch largely upon the persistent question of French Masonry. And one of these observations concerns the difficulties which faced every one of the group of Masonic leaders when they contemplated the institution of a lodge in France. In some cases military red tape made it inadvisable to attempt to open or conduct Masonic meetings within military reservations. In other cases the inadequacy of location and buildings wherein to conduct the ceremonials of the Craft were met. In every one of the four overseas Lodges of New York the last resort was to the generosity of the native Masons. And without fail our American Craftsmen bear testimony to the unexcelled generosity and unflagging hospitality of our French brethren. Not only in the metropolitan Lodges in Paris, but also in the rural cities and towns scattered throughout the country, the American Masons met with this high type of men. Their Lodge rooms were thrown open for our use without money and without price. There was no intrusion, and no attempt to secure entrance within our tiled bodies, except upon invitation extended by our own American Craftsmen. In every case the French Masons who appeared before our altars were men of faith and devotion to the highest and most ancient of the landmarks of the Fraternity. Only direct contact with the conditions in France under which Freemasonry must struggle for existence can prepare the American mind to draw conclusions as to the particular cast their indigenous Masonry shall take.

 

In the particular case of the Sea and Field Lodge at Beaune, the environment made for a high type of thinking and living. The results were happy. The American Military Lodge that found so brief a stay within the bounds of the Educational Center of Beaune drew to itself younger and older American Masons of the very strongest character. The larger proportion of our troops stationed at Beaune were there for the purpose of continuing the educational discipline which had been interrupted when our youth was called to the colors. These young soldiers were filled with the American characteristic ambition to take the fullest educational benefits offered them. And today scattered throughout the United States are men of the professions and of business who trace back to the days at Beaune much of their inspiration and their training.

 

The experiment at Beaune proves that a Republic based upon an enlightened intelligence has within itself a vital influence that dares to break through conventionality and to blaze new trails for the coming generations. This was a unique experiment among all nations. A great nation pausing with its allies while an Armistice stays the actual conflict turns its attention to the intellectual needs of its men in arms and out of its resources of men and material brings into being an educational center that ranks second to no old established institution in our own or any other land. The meetings of this Field Lodge were all held in the same Lodge room at Beaune with the exception of the last meeting it ever held. This communication was held at Brest on July 4, 1919, while the bulk of the students who had trained at Beaune awaited sailing orders for home.

 

Wearied of the delays and restless with the exuberance of young life, there appeared to Worshipful Penney and the other officers of the Lodge the advisability of gathering their members together, with other Masons, into a farewell meeting. Accordingly the notice was issued and a large body of Masons assembled. Bro. Prime in a recent letter to me calls attention to this unique meeting and praises it in highest terms.

 

 Thus the roll of New York Lodges in military service during the World War has been called. There was a historical booklet issued by the American Masonic Club at Beaune which presents vividly and artistically the ability of our soldier artists of the Craft. The reproduction of the cover design will be found on a previous page.

 

The Warrant under which Sea and Field Lodge. No 5, at Beaune, operated was identical with those of the other Sea and Field Lodges. For the benefit of readers who have not had access to my former stories of these Sea and Field Lodges, it is reproduced here.

 

SIT LUX ET LUX FUIT. William S. Farmer, Grand Master.

 

I, William S. Farmer, Grand Master of Masons in the State of New York, do, by these presents, appoint, authorize and empower our Worthy Brother Mark E. Penney to be the Master, our Worthy Brother Ira L. Reeves to be the Senior Warden, our Worthy Brother Waldo P. Hair to be the Junior Warden, our Worthy Brother Terrence W. Gilbert to be the Treasurer, our Worthy Brother Arch Paterson to be the Secretary, our Worthy Brother Joseph H. Ford to be the Senior Deacon, and our Worthy Brother William H. Leet to be the Junior Deacon of a Sea and Field Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, to be by virtue hereof, constituted, formed and held at Beaune, France, and elsewhere overseas as may be convenient and necessary, which Lodge shall be distinguished and known by the name and style of Sea and Field Lodge, No. 5, Overseas, at Beaune, France.  The said Master is hereby authorized to appoint subordinate officers of said Lodge and said Lodge is authorized to adopt all such by-laws and regulations for the governance of its proceedings, and labor as may be necessary and requisite, subject to my approval and Subject as hereinafter set forth.

 

And further, the said Lodge is hereby invested with full power and authority to assemble on all proper and lawful occasions and to elect and confer the three degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry or any or either thereof upon candidates who have actually enlisted or been drafted or commissioned officers in the United States Forces in the present great war, on payment of Twenty Dollars; conforming in all respects and at all times to the provisions of the Book of Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York and to the standard ritual prescribed thereby as also to do and perform all and every such acts and things pertaining to the Craft as have been and ought to be done for the honor and advantage thereof.

 

Membership or officership in said Lodge shall in nowise impair or affect existing membership or officership in a regular chartered or warranted Lodge

 

Said Lodge shall have a seal and shall have and keep all books required to be kept by regular Lodges in the State of New York the same and all records to be surrendered to the Grand Lodge on the termination of this Warrant.

 

This Warrant shall terminate at the pleasure of the Grand Master.

 

Given under my hand and Private Seal at the City of New York in the United States of America, this Fourteenth day of December in the year of our Lord, One thousand nine hundred and eighteen, and in the year of Masonry, Five thousand nine hundred and eighteen.

 

William S. Farmer

Grand Master. 

-----------

Col. Ira L. Reeves

15th President of Norwich University, 1915-1917 [see also http://www.usgennet.org/usa/mo/county/stlouis/35thdivision.htm
American Expeditionary Forces

35th Division, 137th U.S. Infantry

Commanded by: Col. Ira L. Reeves..............................Nov 27, 1918 

LTC Paul Hunter, AUS (Ret.), grandson of COL Ira L. Reeves, 15th President of Norwich from 1915-

1917, visited Norwich in May for the first time for a tour of campus and a visit to Special Collections. LTC Hunter learned some

great information about his grandfather and promises to share any new information about COL Reeves during his time at

Norwich as he researches his family's genealogy.
[image: image1.jpg]


 35th Division Insignia, patterned after the "Santa Fe" cross. The 35th division adopted the symbol because one of the trail heads of the Santa Fe trail started from Camp Doniphan, Fort Sill, Oklahoma, where the division trained (Aug 23 1917 to April 16 1918) before embarking for France.  

The 35th Division was created by the assignment of the Missouri and Kansas National Guard units, that were inducted into Federal service on August 4th and 5th, 1917.

In the five days the 35th division fought at the Battle of Muese-Argonne, it received as a whole almost 25% casualties [The War Department reported 8,023 casualties (960 killed, 6894 wounded, some mortally; 169 captured) out of an approximate total strength of 27,000. For those 14,000 men going "over the top" (out of the protection of the trenches), the figure is more accurately a 50% loss.]

-----

Appendix I

Report of R.’.W.’. William C. Prime

on the American Masonic Oversee Mission

Bro. William C. Prime was a member of Nepperhan Lodge No. 736, Yonkers, New York, the son of R.’.W.’. Ralph Earl Prime. William served as Master 1903-05 and was District Deputy Grand Master in 1905. His father Ralph served as Master 1876-81, 1887-91, and 1893, and was District Deputy Grand Master in 1881 and 1890, also serving as Commissioner of Appeals, 1885-86.

“Proceedings of the annual meeting of the Masonic service association,” by Masonic Service Association of the United States, 1920. Page 47.

http://books.google.com/books?id=U2DOAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA62&dq=%22ralph+e.+prime%22+%22yonkers%22&hl=en&ei=mSrqTdbMKcfy0gGl6NCHAQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=10&ved=0CFQQ6AEwCThQ#v=onepage&q=%22ralph%20e.%20prime%22%20%22yonkers%22&f=false 

Past Grand Master Scudder: Brother Chairman: With your permission, and with the permission of the representatives here assembled, I desire to yield, for the purposes of the presentation of this report, to a member of the American Masonic Overseas Mission who is here with us today, and from whom I know you will be glad, most glad, to hear.

I wish to say, not by way of an apology, but rather by way of an explanation, that it has not been possible, due to the very recent date that we finally reached America, to prepare and present a written report covering activities overseas. That will follow in due course. Right Worshipful Brother William C. Prime, a member of the American Masonic Overseas Mission, will give you, as best he can, as full an account as possible of the actions of the Mission, its ambitions, and what it endeavored to do, and we hope to some extent it did do.

I yield the floor to him, asking him, however, at the close of his remarks, to permit me to have a few moments to talk to you. 
REPORT OF THE OVERSEAS MISSION
Right Worshipful Brother William C. Prime (New York): Brother Chairman and Brethren: It is reasonable before opening the statement of what we did and how we actually started in France to let you have a little view of the circumstances which attended our getting away from here. You will doubtless remember having read the report of the American Overseas Masonic Mission telling of its negotiations with Washington for passports, following the permission which was granted by the chairman of the War Department Committee on Training Camp Activities, Mr. Fosdick, on the 23rd of April, 1918, which was the cause of a great deal of heartache in connection with our deliberations here last November. That report has since been printed and circulated quite generally throughout the United States. It has been read by a great many, probably hundreds of thousands of zealous, devoted Masons, who have read with tremendous interest the suggestions contained at the end of it, which are the same suggestions that were made here by Brother Scudder when he read it, at the time he delivered the report, and we leave our brethren to conclude for themselves from the facts there presented what the subtle influence was that interfered with our accomplishing our hearts' desire.

We left here after the conference last November, on Thanksgiving afternoon, and within a week had a second conference in New York, which we had expected to have, with the heads of the "Y," with whom, you will remember, we had made a tentative alliance, complying with the government's suggestion that we should ally ourselves with a recognized war relief agency, as a condition of our being permitted to serve overseas at all. We there reported the tremendous zeal and enthusiasm that were developed here, and the holy commitment to that service which you authorized delighted them beyond measure and they entered with the greatest zeal into our plans and gave us, to all intents and purposes, a free hand in planning what we should do and how we should do it.

The matter was the subject of correspondence and letters that were sent to France as well as borne by us to France, to the heads of the "Y" there outlining the progress which had been made here and the general scope of what we expected to do, leaving the matter, so far as the overseas end of it could be left, to the result of a conference to be had in France with the heads of the "Y" there and a representative of the war department.
We made application to the "Y," in due course, for the credentials which were necessary, which would provide for our being commissioned as members of the "Y," as secretaries in its service. We went through all the rigmarole of preparations, including having our teeth fixed, examinations by physicians, and everything but prophylaxis, and all of that took much time and a great deal of patience. Believe me, the last word is well used •— a great deal of patience. It was hard, due to the stress under which we were working, to get those details completed in time to be able to get our applications for passports to Washington, as we hoped to do, before Christmas. Those applications for passports were lodged with the Passport Bureau in New York on, I think, the 17th day of December, and the "Y" said to us, "Don't attempt to interfere. Let the thing take its course. We have machinery that is ample, and if you should interfere, it is not impossible that there may be undue attention attracted to the papers due to the fact that there are five persons planning to sail as a Masonic 'Y' unit to do fraternal work overseas, and will possibly produce evil results.'' We worried, and we waited, and we waited and we worried. Finally about the second week of January Brother Scudder received a telephone message from the "Y" that the whole business was on the rocks, and that it was again up to him to straighten it out. The agency which had been enlisted to get these passports was not as potent as our own, apparently, and if we did not deliver the goods for ourselves there was not anybody ready to do it for us.

The report that I referred to a moment ago was in type, and was completed, ready for distribution; in fact, had been distributed, and it was in the mail before Judge Scudder went to Washington, where he took with him several copies of that report and used them to good advantage. He found men in authority to whom he read from the report, and who soon saw that there was then food for reflection.

He then went to see the head of the then War Department Committee on Training Camp Activities. He was informed that Mr. Fosdick was overseas. He found, as strangely as can be, that the man who was head of that department, was a Mason. You may recollect he said last year, while delivering his report, that it was very odd in all his negotiations in Washington that he did not seem to find anybody that had any influence or that had anything to do with such matters who was a Mason. His assistant was a Mason. When he unfolded the story to them, reading as he only can read — you heard him read here from the correspondence last year without getting tired — they were convinced that there was something there worth listening to. They finally told him very simply, that the true inwardness of our difficulties was a series of coincidences — that it just happened, if you like, that everything had worked against those who loved the Lord. They went into it, however, so thoroughly, as to be convinced that it was a right thing for Freemasonry to serve overseas on its own, and wanted to open the whole thing up, de novo, and put us back where we had been months before, in April, 1918, and give us passports as Freemasons to go overseas and serve as we had planned to do. Judge Scudder said "No. We have made a contract, and we are not welchers. We made a bargain with the 'Y,' and we will keep it. What is more, it is too late. The armistice has been signed and peace is at hand, and there is not the zest there was while the war was on for getting money to keep this thing going. We cannot possibly do that thing now and get it done as we had planned then. We will go as we planned to go."

He was told that the application for those passports had been turned down — and that was another coincidence — but that the turn-down had not been finally signed, and it could be opened. He discovered a way to get the matter favorably acted upon, and that promptly. Thereupon Judge Scudder returned to the Committee on Training Camp Activities and himself dictated the letter which assured the granting of those passports. After the letter was dictated he revised it, and then after a little visit he thought it was about time for him to leave, but you recollect what a record he had made for purposes of possible future reference in connection with these negotiations before, and he did not depart without that letter. He got the letter and took it with him, and in due course, within a matter of two days, the passports were in the possession of the "Y"; the ship was launched again and he set about to arrange for transportation to take us as fast as it was possible to France.
Not relying upon any ordinary means of transportation, but relying upon ourselves, we arranged to sail from Halifax on the Aquitania, the next ship that would sail, on which we could secure accommodations and that was likely to get us there pretty quickly.

On the 30th day of January, five men, three of whom were additions to the original personnel of the Mission, because those who had originally intended to go found it impossible, the changes being the omission of Brothers Knight, Thorne, and Treder, and the substitution of Brothers Lay, Goodrich, and Channing Moore—I say, on the 30th day of January, in the forenoon, we left by train for Halifax with our luggage, six trunks, and God speed. We were so anxious for our trunks that one of us rode on the express wagon across Boston from the south terminal to the Union station, in order to be sure they got to the train, and were not sidetracked. When we got to the train we were assured the train ran all the way through to Halifax without any change or alteration, and that that luggage would go with it, and that it would be there all right. We expected that the ship would sail about 11 o'clock.

When we got to Halifax on the morning of the following Saturday, to our perfect horror, at about half past 12 in the morning of a nasty, snowy, chilly, Canadian seaboard day, but two trunks were in the baggage car; our hand luggage, of course, was in the sleeper with us, and no one knew where the others were. Naturally there was some worry. Judge Scudder had gone off for a walk. I searched all over the place for a telephone to communicate with St. John and find out something about that luggage. When I got back to the sleeper about four o'clock in the morning I found Judge Scudder in his bunk, and I deliberated a good deal whether I should wake him up and tell him the horrid news; but I thought that the best thing to do, however, and I told him. What could have been his reply, my friends, but the reply that he made? His trunk was not there. George Goodrich's and mine were the only ones—"Well, I will go, anyhow. You will go, of course, and Brother Goodrich."
We arranged that Brothers Moore and Lay should remain ashore and take a chance of connecting up with that luggage and catching the steamer, failing which they were to return to New York with the luggage and sail by the next steamer from that port.

The next train that came in from St. John was due at nine o'clock in the morning.

The ship was due to sail, as we found then, at nine o'clock in the morning. Not merely a Cunard liner, but his Majesty's transport' subject to the orders of the Admiralty, ordered to go out at nine o'clock, and nothing could interfere.

It was rather a heart-breaking thing for us to leave, but we did it, and those two chaps stayed ashore and we parted with them with a kind of a weep, hoping against hope.

We had met on the station platform, at that midnight experience I told you of, a gentleman named Barrow of the Cunard line in Halifax, temporarily located there while the steamship company was using that city as a terminal. He was a very charming gentleman, an Englishman, aged about forty. He heard our story and we were only five of about fifty persons in the same plight, even worse off than we were, because in many cases they had no luggage at all. They were crazy. We were heart-broken, we were plaintive; we were not mad, but just wistful, very wistful.

We met him at the station and told him some of the reasons why, and we asked him, was he a Mason. No, he did not know why; but his father was. He listened attentively, did not believe anything could be done, but he would see what he could do.

Judge Scudder did not meet him then, but he did meet him the next morning, and you can imagine the effect of Judge Scudder on Barrow. Barrow said, "I am going out to this ship in about half an hour. I don't believe anything can be done, but I will see what I can do for you." So we went out on the tender following him and had to wait until his tender came off from the ship. Off he came, after waiting possibly ten minutes, and he passed us within sailing distance, crying as he did so, "Oh Judge, it's all right; an hour and a half."
Well, we were up in the sky again. The question was whether the train would arrive, and if it did, whether it would bring our luggage. Well, it did arrive, and it had our luggage and in half an hour after that Moore and Lay arrived with the luggage aboard ship and all was well. (Applause.)

The coincidences commenced to work our way and from that moment, brethren, they never failed to work our way, and everything went well.

After landing, Emmet, one of the most zealous friends we had in the "Y," and a Mason, of course, joined us in Paris; we learned that from the moment our train left New York on the 30th day of January, effort after effort was made, in the name of the secret service, to sidetrack the Mission. Telephone messages were sent at different times, "Stop so and so; stop so and so; stop so and so." "Who are you?" "Secret Service." "Vessel's sailed. Nothing doing." In one of those interviews an answer was made, "There was one other member of that party, Judge Scudder." "Oh, let him alone.'' (Laugher and applause.) But every man jack but he was subject to the effort to cut him out and break the Mission up and stop its sailing, with the result that we got along and the coincidences continued working our way. (Applause.)

We had a difficult and cold voyage, arrived in Glasgow, went to London, and arrived there on the 7th of February, in bitter cold weather. We stayed there until the following Saturday because one of the party was unwell, and also there were important duties to perform in connection with negotiations with the Grand Lodge of England which were very happily conducted.

We wanted to go to France by the most comfortable and shortest method and by a daylight route. That route we were told by the "Y," which was very helpful, was available only on special permit and only two parties had been allowed to go by way of Folkstone and Boulogne since the armistice. They would do what they could; they thought we better not interfere. We might very well have taken the matter up with the ambassador, but we did not take any action and lo and behold, in due course of time the "Y" delivered to us the third permission to go by way of Folkstone and Boulogne that had been issued since the armistice — and again the coincidences were working our way.
Let me divert for just a moment, because I think it will amuse you, to this incident. You know how congested London was, how terrifically difficult the matter of securing accommodation was; how nobody could get housing there. We wired from Glasgow to the Russell Square Hotel, an old friend, hoping perhaps we could be accommodated. On arriving we drove there and were told how sorry they were but they could not take us in and there was no place in the world they knew of to which we could go, and suddenly one of us thought of the Thackeray Hotel just opposite the British Museum, and we drove there and they had just had three rooms given up by a party, just enough to accommodate us, and they could take us in over Sunday and possibly Monday, but after that the future would have to take care of itself. We stayed there until the following Saturday.

We went to Paris, arriving in the late evening in a driving rain. Judge Scudder had written from Glasgow and wired from London to some old French friends of his at 6 Passage de la Madeleine, a place just off the side of the church and whose charm most Americans do not know anything about, and we drove there wondering whether or not we could be received and lo and behold we found them on the sidewalk waiting to meet and greet us and with everything arranged for our party. In fact, they had thrown out others to take us in. The coincidences were still working our way.

On Sunday we had a mid-day meal in a little restaurant ordinarily patronized, as Judge Scudder told us, by chauffeurs. A pretty good little place, called Delmas. There we ran onto a "Y" man named Rowe, who came from New York State and who was a "Y" secretary and a Mason. How you knew it, of course, was a wonder. It is a mystery how these things developed. We found in Rowe one of the most helpful persons we possibly could have met and one whose desire to serve and whose interest in Masonry were intense. He gave us an example of Masonic cooperation which was very, very cheering.

On Monday we presented ourselves to the "Y" authorities with whom we sought a conference, and we had a conference with the head of the "Y" under the most auspicious circumstances. Judge Scudder found Mortimer Schiff of New York there, with a party of three to do the necessary things in putting the "Y" on a proper basis for greater efficiency in the future than it had shown in the past. Knowing him intimately, because he is a neighbor down in the country on Long Island, it is quite natural that they should greet each other affectionately, and Mr. Schiff introduced Judge Scudder immediately to Mr. Carter and Carter metaphorically took him into his arms. He talked pleasantly, although apparently pretty much preoccupied with other things, and announced in reply to a certain suggestion of inquiry on the part of Judge Scudder, that he would pursue the same inquiry and see what he could do and assign an early date for a conference; and that meanwhile we could go our way and wait for the appointment with Mr. Carter.

Meanwhile Mr. Fosdick was not in Paris, but was off in Germany. General Moseley was ill and not available. It was quite necessary to have, if possible, the joint conference which had been enjoined in the last interview, by the War Department, and we had received no response from Mr. Carter.

In the meantime we, of course, were busy. "We discovered the Trowel and Triangle Club, an organization of Masons in the "Y," through which we actively began an advertising campaign to discover the identity and location of all the Masons in the A. E. F. as quickly as we could, including all the Masonic clubs and other local institutions, advertising in The Stars and Stripes, in the Daily Mail and in the Paris Herald. Within ten days responses began to come in from this advertising campaign. The lines were out and the work was being actively pushed.

The weather was filthy, it was raining every day. Paris was in a condition you have never seen it in, the streets so soggy that they resembled a marsh, and the water oozing out from the water-logged pavements as you walked along them, and cold, and the food terribly expensive. You could have all you paid for, but it was so frightfully expensive it was very difficult to pay for it, and everything being closed up at half past nine at night and the lights turned out.
"We had a meeting with the Trowel and Triangle Club at a restaurant over in the Latin quarter, and the Judge was interrupted by the police coming in at half past nine to close the place, turn out the lights and throw us all out. Rather an amusing situation, but distressing, and still typical of the conditions under which we were working.

Daily we were on the streets meeting doughboys, guiding them to places they wanted to go to, men's hotels, prophylactic stations, places where fights were held, and places in which most of them were interested. "We quickly informed ourselves of most of the points of interest in Paris and were actually for three weeks practically the only force provided by the authorities in Paris for the guidance of the doughboys who were beginning to come into Paris at the rate of three thousand a day on a three days' leave, and while we continued these activities daily and continually, we were pursuing at the same time our lines of inquiry by correspondence and publicity.

I think it was the 9th day of March at the headquarters of the "Y" one fairly bright morning that Mr. Brockman, who was referred to last year as one of the gentlemen at the head of the "Y" and whom we had met at New York in our first conference and who, we learned from friends was in Italy at the time we arrived there, unexpectedly returned to Paris and met us at the foot of the elevator at the "Y" headquarters. He greeted us affectionately. Asked us what we were doing. We explained the situation to him, as I have explained it to you, and he regretted it but allowed that he might help us. We asked him to a dinner of the Trowel and Triangle Club some two or three days after, just as soon as we could get notices out and get a crowd together. He came.

Certain circumstances developed there with respect to Freemasonry which explained to him the reason why his father, a dear old Virginian, was a Mason, and if anything more could be done in the way of touching Mr. Brockman's heart and winning it to cooperation and service with us, than was done there, I don't know what it could be.
Three days later he had arranged for a conference with the heads of the "Y," including Mr. Carter, George W. Perkins, John R. Hall, who was head of the business administration, Sidney Morse, Judge Scudder, Mr. Brockman and myself at the Hotel Continental.

That meeting was had. Mr. Carter appeared and I do not doubt remembered well his remissness. There was no recrimination. There wasn't any reference to anything that had passed, but before that lunch was over, Mr. Carter offered the prize post in Paris, 31 Av. Montaigne, for us to take over as a hut.

Our arrangement, as you know, involved our agreeing to take over such hut or huts as might be mutually agreed upon and maintain them as "Y" enterprises, having a notice or placard displayed announcing that they were being maintained by Masonic funds from the United States of America. You will remember that statement you heard last year.

It was absolutely essential that we have status there predicated upon our taking over some active enterprise in connection with the "Y" before we could have the freedom of movement that was absolutely necessary to the maintenance of the enterprise that we had undertaken; we could not go about; we could not get a card entitling us to be in Paris; we could not get even what they called a red worker's card; we could not get railroad transportation at army rates of one cent a mile; we could not do a thing but sit in Paris, with the possibility confronting us of the M. P. or some one else coming along and wanting to know why we were staying there, because we were consuming food and had no business there — until we had that status established.

Finally it was established, and we took over this hut which was the original "Y" headquarters in Paris, the place in which Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt maintained a canteen for a time.

After that interview, Judge Scudder, Mr. Morse, and I went over to look at it. "We saw some things that might be different, and we calculated that it would cost us about thirty thousand a year to maintain it, but we had to maintain it and so we said we were going to maintain it as we ought to maintain it and were going to change it in certain respects, and we then and there worked out a little idea as to how we would change it. For instance, we would cut out the restaurant, and cut out the filth. It was filthy, run down at the heels, and in doing its work was only serving about 110 officers as a select club, when, by making these changes, it could readily serve three or four times that number.
In a day or two we intimated to certain people that that was probably what we would do. Now, between the lines as it were and between my words, you can see and read not that we were trying to get out of a contract, not that we were trying to avoid doing the things we had undertaken to do with the most absolute sincerity and singleness of purpose, and that we were bound to do, but that we were really intending to conform to the letter of the contract and to take on such hut or huts as should be mutually agreed upon, no matter what it cost.

Yet, brethren, I suppose that within approximately fifteen days after the day in question, which I think was the 14th of March, when the papers were exchanged which were the basis of our undertaking with respect to this hut, an intimation was made to us that it would be very agreeable to the "Y" if we forgot the enterprise. In other words, there were wheels within wheels. Any enterprise is likely to have in it people who work this way and others who work that way, and the people who did not like the proposed change made a little trouble for us, but it all worked out for good for us, who were there to work for our Masonic brethren, because finally the "Y" said to go ahead and before you knew it, they were committed to our support and in all our activities in every direction roving over France and, brethren, every moment of our time and efforts there was for our Masonic brethren and from the moment we got there until the moment we left there, we never spent one cent of money or one moment of time or thought on any other enterprise.

I think it is fair to ourselves to say that when we got there we found not only that the men there were having a pretty hard time killing time and keeping their souls clean while waiting after the armistice, to be sent home—and you remember that was what we went over to help them to do; but we found also that welfare workers were similarly situated. It was a pretty dolorous business killing time, and we found instead of there being as we expected when we were here last November, approximately sixty per cent of Masons in the "Y" personnel, that there were probably nearer seventy, and possibly seventy-five, per cent.
Can you imagine what an inspiration it gave to men in the plight that I have described, or tried to describe, to realize that organized Freemasonry was in France for service? Why, brethren, it inspired them as nothing else you could imagine would inspire them. It built them up and revived them and made them stick to their jobs and cut out all thought of going home, and play the game, and they played it to the limit, tremendously inspired by the fact that organized Freemasonry was there.

We found that there was a passionate longing among the men for a real Masonic life. We knew that when we were here and you knew it as well. Nobody who read that wonderful tale '' In the Interest of the Brethren" could fail to appreciate what a singular part this real Masonic life and atmosphere plays in the life of its votaries. We found the men were so keen for that kind of thing and so regretful, if you please, over its denial to them, that they organized not only clubs, but they had any number of funny little societies of greater or less membership, but still rather local in their activities, and one of which they called the S. 0. L., which was a very useful society; another which they called the Yellow Dog, and which was worthless; and two others which they called Aaron's Rod, and Tall Cedars of Lebanon, which were not much better. Foolish things with a so-called ritual, but a waste of time and improperly tacked onto Masonry. But that is the instinct of the creature, and you can not blame him.

Our club activity was tremendous. Consider this for a moment. It is really not quite a club, yet a typical activity. A. C. Howard, of Fort Leavenworth, then captain in the quartermaster corps, a regular army man who has been in the service for probably fifteen years and was made a Mason down in the Isthmus; who has done his bit in Masonry and in the service of his country, both in the Philippines and in this country, when I first saw him was stationed at Chaumont as post quartermaster. He went across on the Saxonia, one of the Cunard liners used as a transport, and he is a very lover of Freemasonry. He can not think anything but Freemasonry, though he does attend to his other business when he is on the job, pretty effectively.

On the Saxonia he organized a ship's lodge, not only amongst the troops transported but amongst the newspaper men and the ship's officers and called it the Saxonia Lodge, for the purpose of availing of Masonic association and principles, and they opened and closed that lodge under the usual inspiring Masonic ritual. Of course, all that is left of it now is the name, "The Saxonia Lodge." It held only one session, and the only thing left, as I say, is the name, the memory, and the roster of the lodge written on three sides of a menu card, of which we have a copy in our files. I cite that as an interesting evidence of the keenness that existed for Masonic association.

The 13th Engineers was made up of units of railroad men from various parts of the Middle West, of whom a lot were from Iowa, they being organized by groups of say, twenty section-hands or other employees of a railroad under a train dispatcher, tendering their services to the government and then the whole outfit being combined together into one regiment; and their train dispatchers being their natural officers, gradually climbed higher and higher in importance and in rank. They landed in England and were located near Aldershot, at a place called Camp Borden, for maybe a fortnight or so before being shipped to France. Their camp was under the lee of Heather Hill. At Camp Borden, under the shadow of Heather Hill, in the spring of 1918, the 13th Engineers organized the Heather Hill Masonic Club of the 13th Engineers, and it continues today in spirit as the Heather Hill Masonic Club. That is typical.

We found in France, at the time we arrived there, by the method I have outlined to you, that between approximately forty and fifty Masonic clubs and associations had existed at one time or another. Some of them had gone out of business because the units with which they had been connected had been so scattered and broken up by the men being taken away or being sent home that there was no further opportunity for them to serve. A considerable number of them, however, were still in existence.
We conceived it to be the most useful service perhaps that could be performed by us, and an admirable way of getting in touch with a large number of men, and we were, therefore, very avid to reach all these men through these clubs and associations, and thus all the men in the A. £. F. who were Masons, and inform them that at last Freemasonry was there and there to serve and to do anything for them that it could.

We did all we could to cultivate more clubs. We inspired the existence and assisted in the development of approximately fifteen different clubs.

At the time we arrived in France, we found that in Coblenz, where the Third Army was located, there was a focus of Masons which was tremendously active Masonically. Major W. S. Solomon of Rhode Island was located there and they had a club there which started originally without any officers' patronage and had, therefore, languished. Brother Davis of Rhode Island was also stationed in Coblenz as "Y" secretary and was actively connected with the club for a very considerable period of time. Brother Solomon was persuaded, I think quite against his judgment, to take an interest in the club, and got it in his mind that the way to make that club useful was to reorganize it and get the officers into it. He brought it to the attention of Lieut. Col. Hall of the regular army, 23d Infantry, who let it be known that the 3d army Masonic Club privileges were available to all Masons stationed in the vicinity. Their membership approximated three thousand. The present Grand Master of Rhode Island, Brother Collins, Brother Davis' colleague, assisted in a large sense in the work in Coblenz. He had not found his berth one that suited him until he gravitated to Coblenz about the time it most needed him in connection with the revival of the Third Army Club; and for three weeks he devoted himself to the building up of that club with wonderful success and satisfaction and inspiration, both to himself and those with whom he worked, and his accomplishments along that line at least were something to his taste. His service there was tremendously valuable.
"When we left, we had established, as I said, about fifteen additional clubs and we tried to establish them in a position where they would develop and build up by having the ranking officers connected with them and giving them their patronage, in order to make them the leveling democratic organizations they ought to be.

In Paris we found a club called the Paris Overseas Masonic Club. At that time it was in the same situation that I have described in Coblenz; it was not a success, and it was not a success because it was peripatetic, and the officers had no interest in it.

We tried to discover the ranking officer in Paris and secure his interest in the development of that club. We tried by means of advertising. Naturally, we did not advertise for the ranking officer in Paris who was willing to become the head of the Paris Overseas Club, but we tried to find out who were Masons among the ranking officers in Paris, and we got mighty few answers. We tried by asking people who ought to know, and the leads we got we followed up, but all of them were blind leads.

Finally one day Judge Scudder got a cable from America from a heart-sick father whose son was in trouble down at St. Aignan, which I will tell you about in just a moment.

I had been at Chaumont and talked at the Good Fellowship Club, which was Captain Howard's club there. I learned that what they were doing was of a great deal of importance there. When I returned and Judge Scudder told me about this cable, I thought of telephoning Col. H. E. White, J. A. G., whom I knew there, who was as ardent a Mason as ever lived, and so I telephoned to him from Paris about this chap who was in trouble. 1 got a fine connection and talked to him and told him what I wanted. He said he would look him up; he didn't know what the situation was; it would possibly take him twenty-four hours, and that I should telephone him on the following day.

Meanwhile, he said, "Why don't you go over and see Colonel Whitney and he may be able to tell you something.'' I asked him who he was and he told me he was chief of staff of the Paris Division and where I could find him, and I went over to see him and handed him my card, which he received and sent a messenger out to get the information he wanted and then turned to me, and said, "Do you know Ralph E. Prime?" I said, "He is my father.'' He said, '' I crossed the ocean with him on the Arizona in 1892." I said, "So did I, but I don't remember you." He said, "I was a raw young Florida Mason, and I learned your father was a Mason, and that was the way I became acquainted with him, and Ii remember that there were two ladies in the party," and finally I placed him. He and a friend of his had gone to London on that trip and they had bought a lot of goods in London to be paid for on their return and then they went on a Continental trip and finally they ran so short they had to beat their way back to London and arrived there absolutely strapped, with no money to pay their expenses or for the goods they had ordered. So he hunted my father lip at his lodgings on Half Moon street and by good luck found him, told him his trouble, and my father loaned him the money that he wanted. He wanted to give my father an obligation, but my father told him there was nothing to it, that he lived in Yonkers and that when he got back home he could pay him. Of course, it follows, as you can readily understand, that Colonel Whitney proved to be one of the strongest friends we had on the other side, and he took an interest in our work and the efforts we were making, and became President of the Club and from that moment the Overseas Masonic Club of Paris braced up and became a very useful force among the A. E. F. It revived it and built it up and was just the thing it needed.
Now, that is a story of one phase of our activity. You may recollect that when we were here last year the question was discussed as to whether we should undertake to loan funds, and I rather fancy the general impression, if I remember right, was that it would not be best for us to do so. But, my brethren, do you know that if we had not used our funds over there and loaned them with a good deal of generosity and liberality, we would have fallen terribly short of our opportunity and terribly short in our mission?

Within a short time after we arrived, we found our boys coming in there on leave and when they reached Paris they were confronted with the fact that the cost of living in Paris was infinitely greater than they had any idea it would be. A hotel bill of possibly 50 francs a day and their transportation back to Coblenz, for instance, in the occupied territory, and they were strapped; and we loaned them money and took their promissory note, payable to the Mission, and they repaid it, every man jack of them. (Applause.)
There were numerous instances, also, of men who had come into Paris to attend the Sorbonne, or other educational institutions under the wonderfully wise scheme the government organized to keep the men's minds busy and their bodies clean during that dolorous period. Those men had an allowance of approximately three dollars a day, and they could not be accommodated in Paris for any such money. The question then was how they were going to pursue the course they had undertaken.

The first loan we made was to a man named Easingwood who was connected with the Stars and Stripes and who had been assigned to go to a British University. He did not pay that loan until a matter of about a month ago, because he was roving all over the place. I happen to have his letter here, and I think I will read a part of it to you, so that you can get the perspective. It was dated August 6th of this year and reads:

"Herewith money order in your favor," and so forth.

"I returned to the States July 28th, arriving at Newport News, Va.; received my discharge July 31st, and reached Clinton, N. Y., my home, Friday night last. I trust these dates will convince you that I have not unnecessarily delayed in obtaining your address from the secretary of my lodge and remitting this amount in repayment of a loan which was of the greatest assistance to me at a time when I was much perplexed about my personal finances.''

That is a type, but many of them were infinitely more distressed than that man was.

On the 5th day of April, I started out on a journey to start a club in Bordeaux, and to visit a club in Marseilles and another club in Beaune, making substantially a circle around France. I had met Brother Collins in Paris three or four days before, and learned he was going to Bordeaux on the 4th to take his ship. He was sorry he could not go with me on Saturday, because his ship was due to sail although he personally did not think it would sail for possibly a week.

I went to the train on Saturday morning, however, and without any thought of seeing anybody that I knew. I was entitled to first-class transportation and registered out in a most involved way, but which was very useful and absolutely necessary, through the A. P. M., and went out on the platform and passed up, as one may, the first class carriage in the train and going into the second carriage I walked down the corridor to see if there was a compartment in which I might find at least one American. I did not want to travel with the French alone. They always keep the windows closed, and there is no living with them. I passed by one, two and three, and when I looked into four there were Collins and two "Y" secretaries sitting with him. I don't know what you would call that, but to my mind it was a little more than coincidence. Brother Collins and I traveled together to Bordeaux, put up at the same hotel. After cleaning up that evening, neither of us knew Bordeaux or where to go. I had in mind visiting a subordinate lodge of the Grande Loge Nationale there on the next day because they expected to perform ceremonial work on some twelve members of the A. E. F., but I did not know when the lodge met or where it met.

I had timed my visit to Bordeaux for that occasion with as little data as that, because I could not get any more. But, my brethren, we did not take chances when we did things that way. Sometimes we had to do them that way, and it was quite right that we should do them that way.

Brother Collins and I went out on the street after washing up, intending to go to a restaurant. We walked up the main street on which the hotel was located and which entered upon a broad plaza. As luck would have it, we saw before us some 500 feet away a big "Y" sign, and we walked in that direction. In front of that building were some chairs on the fairway on which officers and men were seated. In a moment I heard Collins say, "Hello, Harry," and I turned around to see him shaking the hand of Red Cross doctor, who was his own personal dentist in America, who had been eight months in Bordeaux and who knew everything.
Now, was that Providence or was that something else?

Of course, Harry Grant, this Red Cross doctor, could tell us all about the place. I had a letter from a Captain Hatch there regarding the establishment of a club in Bordeaux, and I was anxious to see him. I didn't know where he was or where to find him. I also wanted to go to this lodge the next day, so I told Grant about that because he also was a Mason. He thought he could find my man for me and we went out in the park but failed to find him and went to bed, I agreeing to meet him in the morning. So next morning I went to Red Cross headquarters and it being Sunday morning there was nobody there to operate the telephone. But Grant got busy with the telephone and hunted all over the place and made about half a dozen calls and in about fifteen minutes he located the man I was after out at the delousing plant. I got him on the wire and talked with him and told him that I was much interested in the club, and he wanted to meet me. I explained to him that I had an engagement that morning but would be back later in the afternoon and he replied that he was going to this same Liberation Lodge, and so we arranged for our meeting there and I gave him the names of three other officers I had met the evening before and told him to bring them along and we could talk club and attend the lodge as well.

Now, that was singular, but it was a very inspiring thing to have happen. I went over to "Y" headquarters to get a car to take me out to Camp De Souge. A most unusual thing happened. I saw a man sitting in front of the place in a "Y" uniform and I asked him who he was and he told me his name. I said to him, "Are you a Mason?" He replied, "I am. Are you?" "I am." And he asked me who I was, and I told him and he said he had heard of me in Paris and that while he could not get off himself, there was a chap coming along shortly who could help me if anybody could, and he was a Mason. So I waited for him and when he came, I found he was a young entered apprentice from Rome, Georgia. When I told him what I wanted, he said that it ordinarily required twenty-four hours for such a rig, but he asked me if I could drive a Ford. I told him I could and he took me down to the garage and we got a Ford and a doughboy guided me out to the camp. There we found a delegation coming in to the lodge meeting that afternoon, and when we left the camp and got to the lodge, we worked the second degree in the evening and the third degree in the afternoon; four in the afternoon and eight in the evening, including a lieutenant colonel, in a lodge working the Emulation Ritual and sitting under the Grande Loge Nationale. In other words, everything worked together, my brethren, and I left Brother Collins there to keep up the interest which had been aroused. That was work that he was perfectly fitted to do and nothing could have been more agreeable to him during the long tedious period of waiting for his ship.
I was a day ahead of my schedule as a result of all these happy coincidences, and so I went on to Nimes to investigate a leave area there. There I found upon investigation that I could get a train to Marseilles the following afternoon. So I canvassed the situation in the forenoon at Nimes and got off in the afternoon on the narrow gauge train to Aries and when I arrived there, I had but ten minutes to get to the station for the train to Marseille. I found many people similarly situated, and there were many carriages waiting. I got the second one starting off and about the time I started we met a group of poilus who wanted a lift. I gave it to them, but they were not satisfied and all five of them climbed in and loaded down my rig so that I knew I would miss my train. I tried to protest but it had no effect and so I jumped out and left the five to pay the bill. Then I got into the last rig of the twenty-five carriages and I got to that station first and made the train and I was the only one in the whole outfit that did it, and I kept my date in Marseilles nicely. (Laughter and applause.)

I did not find the man I was looking for in Marseille. He had gone to Paris, and I rather thought I would go on to Beaune and get back to Paris ahead of my schedule because Paris really is a most busy place.

They told me however that the Heather Hill Masonic Club of the Thirteenth Engineers was to meet the next day with the local Masonic Club and sail for home on Friday and wanted to know if I would not stay and talk to them. I told them of course, that was what I was there for, and on Wednesday evening talked to about 700 members of £he two clubs, in the macaroni factory at Camp Covington.
Now, I don't know what you call that, but it seems to me more than a coincidence that that club should be meeting the next night.

Then I got a telegram that held me there a day and so I got behind my schedule. I looked over Marseille then and did what I could in canvassing the situation there and advising as to the work that should be done. I went to Beaune on the midnight train, quartered with a bunch of Sikhs, Hindu soldiers. Pleasant people to travel with. You could not talk very much with them, but there was a great deal one could learn from contact with these strange people who had been brought together in the service of humanity from all quarters of the globe. To me it was inspiring.

We traveled all night and I arrived at Beaune the next day, and saw the assistant in charge of the university there. A hospital had been turned into a university on a very grand scale and the government had taken it over for the purpose of maintaining there an intensive training university for about 14,000 men in furtherance of the same plan of keeping the men busy and their bodies clean.

There, my brothers, was carried on the most wonderful enterprise you can imagine. You know what the complexion of an enlisted and drafted army of sovereign Americans is likely to be. You know chauffeurs are officers commanding their former employers in such an army. You know teachers are servants of their pupils, so to speak, in such an army and in the A. E. F. University that was accentuated to a greater degree than it was in the ranks; doughboys were teaching their officers as instructors in a real university in a course that was planned as a four months' course. I merely cite that as a wonderful enterprise which was intended to accomplish wonderful results, and really did.

I found that the Masonic Club met that night in Beaune. The club had only been born three days before and I had not yet learned of its existence, and when I got ready to go at half past four, they said to me, "We want you to stay and talk to our Masonic club tonight." I said, of course I would, and I did, and I talked to that Masonic Club before an audience of some 200 men with a major in charge.

I caught the train for Paris about two o'clock in the morning and got in Paris the next day. That was a sample of one week's activity over there and of the way the work was done.

Brother Moore went to Coblenz and spent a week in that territory. We established a club at LeMans, which was an area originally planned for about 25,000 men, but when demobilization was undertaken it was expanded to accommodate about 325,000 men. There we encouraged the renting of a house and established a Masonic club. It was an old palace before it was turned into this purpose but it was well adapted for our men and did a wonderful service and had a membership of approximately 1,000 men.

Judge Scudder and I left France on the 26th day of April bound for home. Just before we left, I think the second day before we left, a delegation came to see us from St. Aignan, headed by a sergeant named Starkey. St. Aignan was a matter of about 125 miles due south of Paris, and was essentially a casual camp. When a man was detached from his unit for any reason, sick, lost, strayed or stolen, he was sent there to be re-assigned. When replacement troops were sent from this country in small groups, they were all sent to St. Aignan to await assignment. When men were court martialed they were sent to St. Aignan to await sentence. When doughboys were examined for their commission as second lieutenant, they were sent to St. Aignan to await the commission and equipment. Tou can imagine what a polyglot, semi-penitentiary St. Aignan was, and how tremendously important Masonic service was in such a community. They called it "St. Agony," and it was no misnomer. They had a club there. At the time I speak of, the end of April, they had approximately seventy-five doughboys who were Masons who had taken their examinations and were about to get their commissions, but did not have the money with which to purchase their equipment, uniform and various other accoutrement. If they did not get their equipment, they could not take their commission. You can fancy for yourselves not only the mortification and disappointment, but the distress bordering on melancholia that a man might reasonably be expected to experience who had the plum offered him but could not pick it from the tree because he was not qualified through lack of equipment or the money with which to purchase it.

Starkey came up to tell us that a dear soul down there named Perry, a Mason and a major, and other men similarly inspired and disposed, had gone the limit in respect of giving their funds to men situated as I have described, and giving their surplus equipment to them, and that they could not go any further because they hadn't anything left; and that there were at least seventy-five Masonic doughboys there from all over the United States who were in just that plight. They needed about 50,000 francs to stake them for that equipment. Should we loan them the money? Certainly it would be repaid, and of course it would. The question was, what we ought to do as your representatives in such a situation. What would you justify our doing? It was quite a weighty problem. We told Starkey we were disposed to do it, but that the question was common sense and not extravagance, and we asked him how much it would really take per man and how much it would take to cover them all, and we told him to go back and canvass the situation and bring back his report to us promptly and we would give him the necessary funds, relying on that report.

We left before Starkey returned. The day after we left Paris he got there. Brother Lay went down there and canvassed the situation and he advanced them 30,000 francs which, of course, was to be repaid, and my understanding when I left New York was that the last franc had been repaid. (Applause.)

They heard of that from all over the A. E. F. The Knights of Columbus told about the glorious things the secretaries had done. The Red Cross girls said, "Were you the chaps that did that? Why, you saved those fellows' lives. It was the finest thing that could be done."

Those are only some of the things we tried to do in carrying on your work.

Soon after the opening of the building at 10 Avenue Victor Emmanuel III, maintained by the A. A. S. Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, we offered to help maintain it, but our offer was declined. We did, however, establish our office there, in quarters which we furnished, and occupied, by their grace, rent free. The place was away off tJhe beat. It ran off from the Champs Elysees at Rood Point and was far away from every center of activity and except through a lot of advertising and literature, it could hardly be made popular and well known; but as soon as people learned that it was the headquarters of Masonic information and the place to go to get Masonic information, it immediately became popular. It became a popular and very useful resort, and our relations with the general manager, Brother Connery of Texas, were most cordial.

At that office Brothers Lay and Goodrich were occupied from nine in the morning until sometimes ten at night with a brief interval for lunch, acting as almoners, advisers and helpers in every direction, doing all they could and doing it day in and day out. That was some of the work that they as well as all of us undertook to do.

Last, but not least, let me refer back to the chap of whom I spoke who was in trouble down at St. Aignan. The telephone message I sent to my friend resulted ultimately in that boy being honorably discharged from the army, his honor saved and his father's comfort greatly enhanced. That is only an instance of service.

Here is a homely incident which has stuck by me. One morning a sergeant from Colquitt in southwestern Georgia, who was not particularly cleanly clad but rather run down at the heels and rather dirty, with his pack on his back, wandered in to see Judge Scudder, who was then in Switzerland, and came in to see me, and I said, "What can I do for you?" He told me he was a Mason, presented his credentials and said that he just wanted to talk with a brother from home. I told him I was glad to talk with him. He saw a typewriter in the room and he told me he used to run one and that he also used to be a school teacher and a justice of the peace and had a sweetheart who died and he never intended to many, and I gave him some good advice about that (laughter), which he seemed to take kindly, and altogether we had a good time for about an hour.
Finally he said, '' Here is one thing you can do for me. I have got a lot of junk here that I would like to have you take back to my mother with a letter and write her saying that you saw me here and that I am in good health." I told him I would be glad to do it, and he gave me the letter and a lot of strange junk that he had found in France, including an old key that he had dug out of a trench, and I gave him an itemized receipt for it. I put that stuff in my trunk and brought it back and sent it to his mother, and I received a letter from her in May, thanking me for my letter and the message from her son and saying this was the first report she had had from him since he left home.

The work was arduous, compelling, inspiring. We succeeded in reaching probably not less than 60,000 Masons in the A. E. F. during the period of our activity. We mentioned our mission in one way or another to a very goodly portion of them. We succeeded in satisfying them all regarding the reasons why organized Freemasonry was not there before. We succeeded, even as late as it was, in giving them the brotherly touch and hand-clasp and inspiration which you wanted us to give them. In many cases I haven't a doubt we succeeded in stepping in just at the right time and saving a man from consequences, I can not figure what; it might have been anything.

A Major in the Quartermaster Corps, as good a soul as I ever met in my life, came into Paris in April, the first time he had been there since the Armistice. I knew him and had seen him at the Sea and Field Lodge in New York, and there he got that glorious lesson of personal purity and he carried it with him, as his correspondence showed, for months after he got overseas.

I was not idle when I was there. I chatted a lot with the men. I talked about everything under the sun, and I tried the best I knew how to get their point of view and to ascertain how they lived and whether they were playing the game; and, brethren, the majority of those men were playing the game manfully and doing their bit for society and Freemasonry in the service they were engaged in, under the most adverse circumstances.
But I found that the man in question, as in the case of at least one other man, an officer with whom I talked, had broken loose the night of the signing of the Armistice, resulting in his making a mess of it, but not again, and that particular chap had come into Paris, after a four months' absence, with a deliberate intention of breaking wide open again. Well, after chatting with us, and lunching, and spending possibly three hours with us, it was some comfort to me, and 1 hope it was to him, and I am sure it will be to you, to realize that without any preaching, but sweet converse, led him to confess, and also to profess that he had abandoned his plan.

Now, brethren, that is a hurried narrative of some of the work that we tried to do. It is, of course, the individual experience of one member of the Mission, but is largely typical of the experience of all. Each could tell you a similar story. Each has gained the same inspiration.

The service which we were privileged to participate in has left with each of us the same inspiration, I believe, which every participant in overseas service, whether carrying a gun, or in the S. 0. S., or in welfare work, has really in his heart. That men are brothers; that we are our brothers' keepers, which means our brothers' helpers.

It is an attitude toward life which to some may be a bit new, but I venture that it will live with us until our dying day.
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